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AUCTIONS  BY  BOWERS  AND  MERENA: 

Your  First  Choice  For  Success! 


The  magnifying  glass 

and  the  superb  rarities  pictured  above  belonged  to  one  of 
the  greatest  collectors  of  all  time,  Virgil  M.  Brand.  Pos¬ 
sessed  of  a  seemingly  unlimited  bank  balance,  Brand 
bought  everything  in  sight,  handily  outdistancing  such 
rivals  as  King  Farouk,  Col.  E.H.R.  Green,  Lorin  G. 
Parmelee,  and  the  Garrett  family.  You  name  it,  and  he  had 
it — perhaps  he  had  many  of  them,  or  all  extant  specimens 
of  a  given  rarity. 

WHEN  COINS  FROM  THE 

estate  of  Jane  Brand  Allen,  a  niece  of  Virgil  Brand,  were  to 
be  sold,  Morgan  Guaranty  Trust  Company  of  New  York 
City  chose  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  In¬ 
cluded  were  a  number  of  spectacular  rarities,  particularly 
in  the  field  of  early  American  coins  and  territorial  gold 
issues.  We  prepared  a  special  catalogue,  and  in  due  course 
numerous  record  prices  were  realized. 

OVER  THE  YEARS  WE  HAVE 

sold  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  coins  for 
over  10,000  consignors,  ranging  from  important  private 
cabinets  such  as  the  Virgil  Brand  Collection  and  the 
Norweb  Collection,  to  institutional  collections  such  as 
those  of  The  New  York  Public  Library,  The  Johns  Hopkins 
University,  and  many,  many  others. 


WHEN  THE  TIME  COMES  FOR 

you  to  sell,  there  is  one  obvious  choice — Auctions  by 
Bowers  and  Merena  Inc.  Of  the  top  ten  world’s  record 
prices  held  for  American  coins,  we  hold  six,  which  is  more 
than  all  of  our  competitors  combined.  Further,  of  the  three 
most  valuable  United  States  coin  collections  ever  to  cross 
the  auction  block,  we  catalogued  and  sold  all  three. 

WHETHER  YOUR  COLLECTION 

is  worth  several  thousand  dollars  or  several  million  dol¬ 
lars,  we  look  forward  to  working  with  you.  We  offer  an 
unequaled  record  of  success,  award-winning  “Grand  For¬ 
mat™”  catalogues  with  preparation  by  some  of  the  world’s 
best  known  numismatic  professionals,  and  the  showcas¬ 
ing  of  your  collection  to  our  world-wide  mailing  list. 

YOUR  TELEPHONE  CALL  TO 

Dr.  Rick  Bagg  at  1  -800-458-4646  will  bring  our  immediate 
response.  There  is  no  obligation — just  the  opportunity  to 
sell  your  individual  rare  coins,  or  your  complete  collec¬ 
tion,  for  the  very  best  market  price. 


■ 


Welcome  to  the  latest  Rare  Coin  Review.  Of  all  the 

things  I  do  here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  helping  to 
create  this  magazine  is  one  of  the  most 
enjoyable.  If  I  had  my  way,  and  there  were 
enough  time  available,  we’d  put  an  issue 
out  every  week!  However,  reality  inter¬ 
venes,  and  it  is  all  we  can  do  to  get  out  the 
best  part  of  a  half  dozen  copies  each  year. 

Every  day  bri  ngs  a  letter  or  two,  some¬ 
times  a  small  pile,  from  readers  of  the 
Rare  Coin  Review.  Comments  that  have 
potential  for  one  of  our  regular  features 
(Question  and  Answer  Forum,  This  and 
That,  comments  about  our  service,  etc.) 
are  stored  on  one  of  my  favorite  posses¬ 
sions,  the  Macintosh  PowerBook  540c,  and,  as  time 
permits,  are  edited  by  me  and  used  here. 

We  have  been  busy  buying  coins.  Mark  Borckardt, 
our  senior  numismatist,  recently  criss-crossed  the  country, 
and  returned  with  many  beautiful  pieces.  Ray  Merena  and 
1  have  been  buying,  too.  You’ll  find  our  new  purchases  in  the 
following  pages.  As  I  have  said  many  times,  buying  coins 
requires  a  lot  more  effort  for  us  than  selling  them.  With  this 
in  view,  when  the  time  comes  for  you  to  sell  your  collection, 


please  keep  us  in  mind.  We  are  always  eager  to 
buy  needed  items  for  our  stock,  and  to  accept 
consignments  for  our  program  of  auction  sales. 

Often,  one  happy  customer  helps  create 
another.  A  few  months  ago,  a  collector  in  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  “discovered  ’  us.  It’s  not  that  we  were 
unknown,  but  this  gentleman,  a  person  of  inter¬ 
national  prominence  in  his  chosen  field,  had 
never  ordered  anything  through  the  mail  be¬ 
fore,  and  had  done  most  of  his  buying  locally. 
After  getting  the  Rare  Coin  Review  and  placing 
an  order  for  some  early  one-cent  pieces,  he  was 
delighted,  and  ordered  twice  more.  Then  he 
called  and  wrote  to  several  of  his  friends  who  then  ordered  coins,  and  we 
added  to  our  mailing  list  happy  customers  in  Atlanta,  New  York  City,  and 
Palo  Alto  (CA).  Ifyowhave  a  friend  who  might  like  to  receive  with  our  (and 
your)  compliments  a  copy  or  two  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  drop  me  a  note, 
and  I’ll  send  some  to  him  or  her,  mentioning  your  recommendation. 

As  we  go  into  the  new  year,  we  are  entering  a  period  of very  strong  market 
activity  for  many  series.  Our  recent  sales  have  been  extremely  strong,  with 
record  months  in  October,  November,  and  December.  While  this  might  be 
part  of  a  nationwide  trend  (we  read  that  this  year,  for  the  first  time  in  history, 
more  business  was  done  by  mail-order  firms  (such  as  Lands’  End,  L.L.  Bean, 
etc.,  not  necessarily  by  coin  dealers)  than  by  department  stores,  1  like  to  think 
it  is  because  of  the  cheery  reception  our  clients  get  at  the  other  end  of  the  line 
when  they  call  Gail  Watson  or  Beth  Piper  of  our  Direct  Sales  Department. 
There  is  something  special  about  picking  up  the  phone,  ordering  a  few  coins 
in  a  matter  of  a  minute  or  two,  and  having  it  arrive  the  next  day!  No  parking 
problems,  no  crowds,  no  hassle.  Our  “Order  it  today,  enjoy  it  tomorrow 
overnight  service  has  been  very  popular.  Ask  for  it  when  you  order. 

From  all  of  us  here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  all  good  wishes 
to  you  and  yours  for  a  healthy,  happy,  prosperous,  and  numismatically 
enjoyable  1995! 

Sincerely, 

Q.  David  Bowers,  Chairman 
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Subscribe  Today ! 

A  twelve-month  subscription  to  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  and  The  Com 
Collector,  plus  five  Grand  Format™  auction  catalogues  produced  by  Auc¬ 
tions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  (with  prices  realized),  and  special  offers  and 
mailings.  A  value  of  over  $200  if  purchased  separately! 

Domestic  Subscription . $79.00 

Canada  &  Mexico  (via  first-class  mail) . $135.00 

Foreign  Subscriptions  (via  air  mail) . $18A00 
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COLONIAL  &  COPPER 

Coins  for  Sale 


Colonial  Coins 


1670-1800 


Colonial  coins,  including  state  coins  and  pieces 
honoring  George  Washington,  are  among  the  most 
fascinating  of  United  States  series.  First,  there  are 
many  different  die  varieties,  each  with  different  char¬ 
acteristics.  Further,  the  elements  of  planchet  stock, 
striking,  and  wear  combine  to  give  each  coin  a  person¬ 
ality.  And,  each  series  has  a  good  measure  of  exciting 
American  history. 

If  you  become  interested,  an  essential  volume  is 
Early  Coins  of  America  by  Sylvester  S.  Crosby.  In 
addition,  there  are  numerous  fine  monographs  on 
state  coinage  and  other  series,  including  Ryder  and 
Richardson  on  Vermont  Coppers  (“Ryder”  num¬ 
bers),  Miller  on  Connecticut  copper  coins  (“M” 
numbers),  Ryder  on  Massachusetts  copper  coins  of 
1787-1788,  Maris  on  New  Jersey  Coppers  (“M” 
numbers,  but  from  a  different  author,  not  Miller), 
W.S.  Baker  and  Dr.  George  Fuld  on  Washington 
pieces  and  so  on.  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins 
in  the  fore  part  gives  a  nice  overview  of  Colonial  coins 
and  also  a  bibliography  from  which  you  may  choose 
any  number  of  additional  references.  Walter  Breen’s 
Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins 
(“Breen”  numbers)  is  highly  recommended  for  the 
advanced  numismatist. 

Approval  service:  The  best  way  to  see  if  a  particular 
colonial  coin  is  just  right  for  you  is  to  view  it  at  leisure 
in  your  home  or  office.  Any  item  listed  can  be  sent  to 
you  on  approval  for  your  inspection  ifyou  area  regular 
client  or  have  established  credit.  Ifyou  are  considering 
buying  owe  Connecticut  copper  (for  example),  why 
not  ask  to  view  three  or  four,  and  then  take  your  pick? 


( 1 688)  N-4E.  MS-60.  American  Plantations  token. 

a.k.a.  Plantation  halfpenny.”  Breen-78.  MS-60 


or  better  with  slightly  prooflike  surfaces.  This  is 
the  circa  1828  restrike  (although  the  obverse  die 
break  normally  seen  is  not  present  on  this  speci¬ 
men).  Due  to  the  nature  of  composition  (tin), 
most  of  these  are  seen  with  heavy  corrosion.  This 
is  a  pleasant  exception  to  the  rule! .  1,995.00 

These  pieces  are  said  to  have  been  “the  first  authorized 
coinage  for  the  British  colonies  in  America”  (per  the  Guide  Book) , 
and  are  believed  to  have  been  made  under  a  franchise  given  to 
Richard  Holt  in  1688.  Over  the  years  they  have  been  assigned 
different  names  by  numismatists.  Currently,  it  is  known  as  the 
American  Plantations  token  in  the  Guide  Book,  which  assigns  it 
a  denomination  value  of  one  farthing  (1/4  of  a  penny),  or,  per 
Walter  Breen,  a  “Plantation  halfpenny.”  The  denomination  on 
the  coin  itself  is  expressed  as  1  /24th  real.  In  the  Spanish  system, 
eight  reales  equaled  one  dollar,  and  two  reales  (or  bits),  equaling 
25  cents  (the  term  “two  bits”  for  the  American  quarter  dollar  has 
this  origin).  1  /24th  part  real,  would  thus  be  1  /24  th  of  1 2.5  cents, 
or  about  a  halfpenny  (although  the  British  and  Spanish  denomi¬ 
nations  cannot  be  converted  evenly). 


1723  B-96.  Rosa  Americana  twopence.  MS-62.  A 

deep  bold  strike  with  exquisite  definition  of  detail, 
including  on  the  monarch’s  hair  strands  and  on 
the  reverse  rose  petals.  A  superb  specimen  of  the 

largest  denomination  of  the  series .  1 ,950.00 

1723  Rosa  Americana  twopence.  EF-40.  Some 
planchet  and  other  marks,  but  attractive  overall. 
Largest  and  most  impressive  of  the  Rosa  Ameri¬ 
cana  denominations .  395.00 

1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  MS-64  RD.  90%  bright 
mint  red  fading  to  brown  on  the  devices.  One  of 
the  finest  we  have  ever  seen . 875.00 

These  pieces,  dated  1773,  were  struck  in  England,  and  did 
not  arrive  in  the  colony  ofVirginia  until  1775,  by  which  time  the 
sparks  of  the  American  Revolution  had  been  ignited,  and  the 
coins  could  not  circulate  effectively.  Several  thousand  of  these 
were  kept  together,  and  in  the  1870s  were  disposed  of  in  a  hoard 
in  the  Col.  Mendes  I.  Cohen  estate.  This  group  is  the  source  of 
most  Mint  State  pieces  seen  today.  By  now  in  the  1990s,  the 
group  has  been  fairly  widely  dispersed. 

1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Without  period  after 
GEORGIVS.  AU-55 . 295.00 


Order  It  Today-Enjoy  It  Tomoirow 

Take  advantage  of  our  Federal  Express 
next-day  delivery.  Free  on  orders  over  $300, 
only  $10  on  orders  under  that  amount. 


Carolina  Elephant  Token  O  over  E 


1694  Carolina  Elephant  token.  F-12.  Variety  with 
O  over  E  in  PROPRIETORS  (first  misspelled  as 
PROPRIETERS  and  then  corrected).  Attractive 
light  brown  surfaces.  Smooth,  even  wear.  El¬ 
ephant  well  defined  on  obverse.  Reverse  with  most 
lettering  clear,  and  with  the  O  over  E  feature  well 
defined.  A  classic  early  rarity . 4,495.00 

This  and  related  copper  tokens  with  legends  pertaining  to 
New  England  and  London  were  believed  to  have  been  made  in 
the  British  Isles  under  circumstances  not  well  recorded.  The 
intent  of  the  presently  offered  piece  was  to  circulate  in  the 
Carolinas,  or  at  least  to  call  attention  to  settlements  there.  Most 
examples  probably  circulated  at  the  value  of  a  halfpenny. 

1760  Hibernia-Voce  Populi  halfpenny.  Zelinka-2A. 

F-15 . 165.00 

1762-BB  French  Colonies.  Sou  marque.  EF-45.  Most 

original  silvering  still  intact . 195.00 

1767-A  French  Colonies.  Copper  sou.  No 
Counterstamp.  AU-50.  191.5  grains.  Consider¬ 
ably  scarcer  without  RF  counterstamp  than  with 
it.  Indeed,  Walter  Breen  speculated  that  over  98% 
of  this  mintage  (1.6  million  pieces)  was  counter- 
stamped!  Mahogany  and  tan  surfaces . 995.00 

1786  Ryder- 1 1.  Vermont.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  R-4+. 

F-15.  Indigenous  Vermont  coinage  by  Reuben 
Harmon,  Esq.  On  somewhat  rough  planchet  as 
always  seen.  Quite  elusive .  1,495.00 

A  nice  example  of  this  fairly  scarce  variety,  believed  to  have 
been  made  at  Rupert,  Vermont  (instead  ofMachin’s  Mills),  and 
thus  constituting  one  of  the  relatively  few  varieties  of  indigenous 
Vermont  coinage  bearing  a  portrait  (in  this  case,  of  King  George 
II,  but  not  identified  as  such).  Smooth  light  brown  surfaces.  A 
planchet  defect  is  seen  at  the  center  of  the  obverse,  and  some 
minor  planchet  marks  are  seen  on  the  reverse,  but  overall  this  is 
in  the  top  20%  quality-wise  of  this  issue. 

1787  Massachusetts  half  cent.  Ryder  2-A.  R-3.  AU- 

58.  Condition  Census.  Glossy  brown  surfaces 
showing  minute  details  of  die  characteristics.  Su¬ 
perb,  a  prize  for  the  connoisseur . 1,"750.00 

1787  Miller  4-L.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left, 
Horned  Bust  variety  (so-called  from  a  die  break 
extending  upward  from  the  shoulder  of  the  por¬ 
trait).  VF-35.  From  a  late  state  of  the  obverse  die, 
with  heavy  clash  marks  beneath  the  R  in 
AUCTORI.  A  choice  specimen  of  this  popular 
variety.  Smooth  brown  surfaces . ’’95.00 
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1787  M4-L.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left,  Horned 
Bust  Variety.  EF-45.  From  the  late  die  state  with 
“horn”  break  from  shoulder,  and  clash  marks 
beneath  the  R  in  AUCTORI.  Slightly  rough  dark 
brown  surfaces  converge  on  olive  and  mahogany 
in  areas.  Some  natural  obverse  planchet  flaws  as 
made.  Sharp  and  attractive . 495.00 

1785  M4.1-F.4.  Connecticut.  African  Head.  F-12. 

Some  faintness  of  strike  and  light  porosity,  typical 
for  this  issue.  Nearly  full  date  on  flan.  A  pleasing 
example .  295.00 

1786  M5.4-G.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  R-2. 

VF-25.  Struck  slightly  off  center,  affecting  the 
tops  of  AUCTORI  on  the  obverse  and  INDE  on 
the  reverse.  Mahogany  and  brown . 375.00 

1 786  M5. 4-0.1.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  R-2. 

F- 1 5-  Planchet  flaws  on  obverse . 95.00 

1 787  M 1 ,2-C.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Right.  R-3. 

F-15.  The  popular  “Muttonhead”  or  “Bradford 
Head”  variety.  From  the  late  lapped  state  of  the 
obverse  die,  with  central  portrait  edges  weakened 
as  a  result.  Medium  tan  surfaces.  An  edge  clip  is 
noted  at  7:00  relative  to  the  obverse.  A  nice  coin 
overall . 399.00 

The  so-called  Muttonhead  or  Bradford  copper  is  among  the 
more  curious  varieties*  in  the  Connecticut  series.  Although 
probably  made  circa  1787,  its  distinctive  style  is  different  from 
others  made  that  year,  it  is  not  die-linked  with  the  main  series, 
and  the  manufacturer  remains  unknown  to  this  day. 

1787  Ml  1.2-K.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  R-3. 
VG-8  Double  struck  at  the  top,  with  a  small  “tab” 
displaying  on  the  reverse  a  duplication  of  certain 
reverse  motifs,  namely  the  head  of  the  goddess  and 
the  top  of  the  pole  hand.  Excellent,  deep  defini¬ 
tion  of  denticles  separates  the  two  images.  Medium 

brown  surfaces .  595.00 

1787  M12-Q.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  R-5. 
VG-10.  1787  over  1877  overdate.  Medium 
brown . 295.00 

The  overdate  feature  is  boldly  visible.  The  die  cutter  trans¬ 
posed  the  two  central  digits,  inadvertently  dating  the  coin  nearly 
a  century  ahead  of  its  time!  The  error  was  corrected  before  coins 
were  struck,  the  figures  were  overpunched,  and  the  result  is  the 
curious  overdate  we  know  today. 

1787  M17-g.3.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  R-4. 

VF-30.  Pleasing  light  brown . 375.00 

1787  M30-hh.l.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  R- 

2.  VF-35 . 475.00 

1 787  M3 1 . 1  -r.4.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  EF- 

40 . .'. .  475.00 

1787  M3 1.1 -r.4.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  F- 
1 5.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  Tiny  planchet  defect 

on  rim . 165.00 

1787  M31.2-r.3.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

VG-8 . 89.00 

1787  M33.2-Z.5.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

VF-20 .  275.00 

1787  M33.36-T.2.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
VF-30.  Some  original  planchet  surface  is  still  seen 
at  the  centers,  due  to  incomplete  striking  up  in 
these  areas  (not  unusual  for  the  variety).  Very 

attractive  overall . 325.00 

1787  M-33.6-KK.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

VF-30.  Attractive  light  brown  surfaces. ..  375.00 
1 787  M33.6-KK.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  R- 
4.  F- 1 2.  Medium  brown.  Old  attribution  number 


inked  in  left  obverse  field  (usually  removable  if 

desired.)  . 135.00 

1787  M33.7-R.2.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  F- 

15.  Very  faint  porosity . 155.00 

1787  M34-FF.1.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  R- 
5.  VF-20.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  Small  planchet 

streak  on  obverse.  Attractive . 325.00 

1787  M36-L.  1.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  VG- 

8 . 135.00 

1787  M37.3-L  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  R-3. 
VF-30.  Medium  brown  surfaces . 345.00 

1787  M43.1-Y.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  VF- 

20.  Medium  brown.  Excellent  strike  and  detail  for 
the  grade . 175.00 

1788  M2-D.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Right.  R-2. 

VG-8 . 95.00 

1788  Mll-G.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  F- 

15 . 195.00 

1786  Maris  17-K.  New  Jersey.  R-4.  F-12.  ...275.00 

1786  M24-p.  New  Jersey.  VF-35.  Light  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Struck  on  a  minutely  porous  planchet.  Very 
good  detail  except  for  center  of  reverse  shield, 
which  is  lightly  impressed,  as  made,  and  which 
shows  the  original  planchet  characteristics.  A  far 
above  average  specimen  of  this  variety.  ..  975.00 

1787  M32-T.  New  Jersey.  VF-20.  Attractive  light 

brown  surfaces . 395.00 

1787  M32-T.  New  Jersey.  F-15.  Late  die  state.  275.00 
1787  M48-g.  New  Jersey.  VG-8/VF-20.  Faintly  po¬ 
rous  olive  and  tan  surfaces . 149.00 

1787  M63-q.  New  Jersey.  VF-30.  Pleasing  light  brown 
surfaces . 395.00 


Overstruck  Maris  73-aa 


1787  M73-aa.  Newjersey.  Rarity-5.  VF-35.  Boldly 
overstruck  on  a  1 787  Connecticut  copper,  Miller- 
1 0E,  a  Low  Rarity-6  variety  in  its  own  right.  Also 
clearly  double  struck.  Near  the  Condition  Cen¬ 
sus.  Attractive  mahogany  and  olive  surfaces  display 
a  few  natural  planchet  flaws,  otherwise  quite 
choice.  A  nice  coin  for  the  advanced  specialist. 
From  our  sale  of  the  Henry  Garrett  Collec- 

tion:l442 . 2,950.00 

1787  Vlack-17-87B.  Machin’s  Mills  imitation 

halfpenny.  F-15 . 295.00 

1789  Mott  Token.  Thick  Plancnet.  B-1022.  202.2 
grains.  AU-50 .  1,275.00 

Although  this  piece  is  dated  1 789,  it  is  believed  to  have  been 
struck  circa  1839  on  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  firm's  1789 
founding. 

1795  Talbot,  Allum  &  I,ee.  MS-65.  Choice  dark  tan 
with  traces  of  mint  red.  An  especially  nice  speci¬ 
men .  1,295.00 


To  Order:  Call  800-222-5993 


Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  were  merchants  in  the  southern  part 
of  Manhattan,  engaged  in  the  import  trade  These  tokens, 
denominated  as  cents,  were  produced  in  Birmingham,  England 
and  were  intended  for  wide  distribution  in  America  As  it  turned 
out,  many  thousands  ol  them  were  taken  in  by  the  Philadelphia 
Mint,  and  planchets  were  cut  from  them  to  make  half  cents 

1783  Washington.  Large  Military'  Bust.  FT -45. 340.00 
1795  B-1260,  B-31.  Washington.  Liberty  and  Secu¬ 
rity  halfpenny.  VF-30.  PAYABLE  IN  LONDON 

LIVERPOOL  OR  BRISTOL  edge . 250.00 

1795  B-1271.  Washington  Grate  token.  MS-60.  Lus¬ 
trous  surfaces.  Mostly  golden  brown  with  some 
traces  of  faded  mint  red . 640.00 

Struck  by  the  Kempson  Mint  in  Birmingham.  Kngland  for 
the  London  firm  ofClark  &  Harris,  whose  establishment  was  on 
Wormwood  St. 

1787  N  18-H.l.  FugioCent.  R-6.  VG-8.  ...375.00 

Half  Cents 


l  Sh  *  .  .  I  ■  Bfi  i  I HB 

1793-1857 


Half  cents  were  minted  intermittently  from  1793- 
1857,  and  are  classified  by  “B”  and  “C  numbers, 
from  these  reference  books:  Walter  Breen ’s  Encyclope¬ 
dia  of  United  States  Half  Cents  1793-1857,  and  Roger 
S.  Cohen,  Jr.’s  book,  American  Half  Cents. 

Important  design  types  include  the  unique  style  of 
1793  with  head  facing  left;  different  variations  of 
1794-1797  with  head  facing  right,  and  with  Liberty 
cap  and  pole;  1800-1808  Draped  Bust  Right;  1809- 
1836  Classic  Head,  and  1840-1857  Braided  Hair 
(also  called  Coronet)  type. 

1793  Breen-3,  Cohen-3.  Fair-2  (PCGS).  R-3.  Readily 
identifiable  as  to  type,  from  the  outline  of  the  head 
(style  used  only  in  this  year).  Part  of  the  date  seen 
in  shadow  form.  Reverse  finer,  would  grade  AG- 
3  on  its  own.  Light  brown  planchet.  Nice  for  the 
budget-conscious  buyer . 625.00 

1793  is  the  only  year  with  Miss  Libert)'  facing  left.  Liberty 
cap  behind  head.  The  designer  is  believed  to  have  been  Adam 
Eckfeldt.  Issued  later  in  the  1 793  year,  at  about  the  time  the  1 793 
Libert)'  Cap  cents  made  their  appearance. 

Mint  State  1794  Half  Cent 


1794  B-9,  C-9.  Small  Edge  Letters.  Net  MS-60 

Light  brown  surfaces  with  ample  tinges  ot  original 
mint  red.  Somewhat  lightly  struck  on  the  right 
side  of  the  obverse  and  corresponding  part  of  the 
reverse,  and  thus  with  many  ot  the  surface  charac¬ 
teristics  of  the  original  planchet.  From  the 
standpoint  of  actual  technical  grade,  the  coin  is 
MS-63 .  5,750.00 
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From  the  Roger  S.  Cohen,  Jr.,  Collection,  Superior,  Feb.  2, 

1  992,  Lot  38,  there  as  Net  MS-60.  The  late  Roger  Cohen  was  the 
author  of  the  highly  popular  reference,  American  Half  Cents — 
The  “ Little  Half  Sisters.  " 

Grading  of  this  coin,  or  of  any  early  copper  for  that  matter, 
is  a  matter  of  opinion,  as  is  the  evaluation  of  aesthetic  appeal.  For 
this  reason,  we  remind  you  that  once  you  receive  this  coin  (or  any 
other  coin)  from  this  listing,  your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed.  We 
want  you  to  be  pleased  with  every  aspect  of  it,  including  the 
grade,  appearance,  aesthetic  appeal,  and  value  for  the  price  paid. 

1802/0  B-2,  C-2.  Reverse  of  1802.  G-4 . 395.00 

The  1802/0  (which  occurs  only  in  overdate  form)  is  the  key 
date  of  the  Draped  Bust  type  ( 1 800- 1 808).  It  is  believed  that  all 
specimens  of  1802  were  made  on  planchets  cut  from  misstruck 
(mint  error)  large  cents;  the  present  specimen  shows  no  trace  of 
the  one-cent  devices,  however. 

1804  B-6,  C-6.  Spiked  Chin.  VF-35.  Early  die 
state . 495.00 

The  “spike"  feature  is  believed  to  have  been  caused  by  a 
foreign  object,  quite  possibly  a  bolt,  falling  on  the  die  and  leaving 
scars. 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Very 
lustrous  brown  surfaces . 725.00 

1804  B-8,  C-9.  Crosslet  4,  With  Stems.  G-5.  Die 
State  5,  with  rim  break  over  RTY . 49.00 

1804  B-10,  C-13.  Plain  4,  Stemless.  EF-45-  Beautiful 
glossy  brown  surfaces . 245.00 

1804  B-10,  C-13.  Plain  4,  Stemless.  EF-45.  Obverse 
double  struck,  with  two  facial  outlines  and  duplica¬ 
tion  of  certain  other  features.  Very  curious.  895.00 

A  candidate  for  “show  and  tell”  at  your  next  coin  club 
meeting! 

1804  B- 11,  C-12.  Crosslet  4,  Stemless.  VF-30.  At¬ 
tractive  light  brown . 235.00 

1805  B-EC-l.  VF-20 .  125.00 

1808/7  B-2,  C-2.  Net  G-5.  Scarce  overdate.  .  85.00 

1808  B-3,  C-3.  F-15.  R-l . 95.00 

Nearly  always  seen  in  well-circulated  grades 

1809  B-5,  C-5.  9  over  inverted  9.  Classic  Head.  EF- 

40 .  179.00 

The  engraver  first  punched  the  9  in  an  inverted  position 
(thus  resembling  a  6) ,  and  then  corrected  it.  Sometimes  called  an 
“overdate,”  but  impossible,  as  1 809  (not  1 806)  is  the  first  year  of 


the  Classic  Head  motif. 

1809  B-6,  C-6.AU-50 . 275.00 

1809  MS-60.  Lustrous  brown  surfaces . 625.00 


1825  B-2,  C-2.  AU-55.  Lustrous  glossy  brown  sur¬ 
faces  with  some  tinges  of  a  lighter  color.  385.00 
1828  B-2,  C-3.  13  Stars.  MS-63  RB  (NGC).  Sharply 
struck  and  nearly  full  red.  A  superb  example.  750.00 

Undoubtedly  from  the  Collins  Find.  However,  the  present 
specimen  is  unusual  for  the  absence  of  spots. 

1 828  B-2,  C-3.  1 3  Stars.  AU-58.  Much  lustre  remains 


on  smooth  brown  surfaces . 195.00 

1829  B-l.C-l.  MS-63 . 475.00 


Rare  Proof  1833  1/2C 


1833  B-l,  C-l.  Proof-62  BN.  R-5.  Glossy  brown 

mirror  surfaces.  A  beautiful  coin . 5,200.00 

1833  B- 1 ,  C-l .  AU-58.  Glossy  medium  tan.  1 35.00 

In  the  1950s,  when  we  purchased  numerous  groups  of 


unsorted  half  cents  from  the  public  (today,  unfortunately,  such 
groups  are  seldom  seen),  we  found  that  the  1833  was  the  most 
plentiful  of  the  later  Classic  Head  dates. 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Glossy,  tan 
surfaces  exhibit  iridescent  blue  and  violet  toning 


highlights  on  the  high  points .  595.00 

1834  B-EC-l.  AU-50 . 115.00 

1835  B-2,  C-l.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 185.00 

1835  B-2.  C-l.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 160.00 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50.  Lustrous  brown . 1 15.00 

1850  B-EC-l.  R-3.  EF-40 .  149.00 

1851  B-EC-l.  AU-58 .  185.00 

1851  B-EC-l.  AU-55 .  175.00 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-60 .  195.00 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55 .  175.00 

1854  B-EC-l.  AU-55 .  185.00 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  RD.  Lovely,  lustrous.  Out¬ 
standing  technically  and  aesthetically.  ..  1,395.00 

1855  B-l.  R-l.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 695.00 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63 . 325.00 

1855  B-l.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS) . 235.00 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck 
and  very  beautiful  specimen  of  the  last  year  of 
issue . 495.00 


According  to  Mint  Director  James  Ross  Snowden,  most 
1857  half  cents  were  melted  at  the  Mint  soon  after  they  were 
struck.  Accordingly,  pieces  of  this  date  are  even  scarcer  than  the 
low  mintage  indicates. 


Large  Cents 


JBi _  IdsdL  _ _ JLX 

1793-1857 


Large  cents,  minted  from  1793-1857  (with  the  soli¬ 
tary  exception  of  the  year  1 8 1 5)  are  classified  by  Sheldon 
numbers  (“S”  numbers)  as  described  in  the  beginning 
of  the  text  of  Penny  Whimsy  (covering  the  years  1793- 
1814)  and  in  Howard  Newcomb’s  United  States  Copper 
Cents  1816-1857 (“N”  numbers).  In  addition  to  these 
references,  several  other  fine  texts  exist. 

Large  cents  can  be  collected  in  many  different  ways. 
The  Guide  Book  ofU.S.  Coins  gives  a  basic  listing  of 
dates  and  major  varieties.  Key  dates  include  1793, 
1799, and  1804. 

We  would  be  pleased  to  send  to  you  on  approval  any 
of  the  fine  cents  in  our  listing. 

Glossy  1793  Wreath  Cent 


1793  Sheldon-8.  R-3.  Wreath.  VF-35  BN  (NGC). 


Glossy  golden  brown  surfaces.  Both  the  obverse 
and  reverse  show  excellent  centering.  Most  major 
design  features  show  bold  definition.  A  thor¬ 
oughly  attractive  and  desirable  example  of  this 
celebrated  one-year  design  type . 5,450.00 

The  design  is  attributed  by  tradition  to  Adam  Eckfeldt,  who 
for  many  years  was  the  Mint’s  chief  coiner. 

1793  S- 1  lb.  R-4.  Wreath.  G-4  obverse,  AG-3  reverse. 
Lettered  edge  ONE  HUNDRED  FORA  DOL¬ 
LAR.  Glossy  medium  brown  surfaces  showing 
even  wear.  A  very  pleasing  coin  at  this  grade  level; 
in  fact,  one  of  the  nicest  we  have  seen  in  grades  up 
to  VG . 725.00 

On  the  obverse  the  portrait  is  well  outlined,  the  date  is 
readable,  the  sprig  above  the  date  is  sharp,  and  LIBERTY  is 
readable.  On  the  reverse,  all  inscriptions  are  readable,  but  the 
tops  of  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  are  worn. 

Pleasing  Fine  1793  Wreath  Cent 


1793  S-llc.  R-3.  Wreath.  F-15.  Lettered  edge, 
single  leaf  on  edge.  An  attractive  specimen  of  this 

classic  issue . 3,250.00 

From  the  same  dies  used  to  strike  S- 1 1  a  (vine  and  bars  edge) 
and  S-l  lb  (lettered  edge,  double  leaf). 

Finest  Known  1794  Starred  Reverse  Cent 
The  Most  Famous  Cent  Variety 


1794  S-48.  Starred  Reverse.  R-5.  EF-45  (PCGS). 
The  finest  known  specimen  of  what  many  con¬ 
sider  to  be  the  most  famous  and  desired,  most 
celebrated,  of  all  rarities  in  the  entire  large  cent 
series.  This  specimen,  which  we  enjoyed  as  it  went 
through  our  hands  in  years  past,  traces  its  pedigree 
to  the  memorable  large  cent  collection  of  John  W. 
Adams,  later  being  a  part  of  the  incomparable  Ted 
Naftzger  cabinet,  among  other  owners.  Any  ad¬ 
vanced  collection  of  large  cents  is,  to  a  degree, 
measured  by  the  quality  of  its  1794  Starred  Re¬ 
verse.  Once  this  example  is  sold,  it  may  be  many 
years,  if  ever,  before  it  comes  on  the  market  again. 
Hence,  the  advanced  specialist  and  connoisseur 
has  a  truly  remarkable  opportunity.  ..  89,500.00 

The  Starred  Reverse  is  unique  in  that  it  has  94  five-pointed 
stars,  finely  formed,  arranged  in  a  circle  around  the  border, 
interspersed  among  the  denticles.  I  he  reason  lor  the  addition  ol 
the  stars  has  never  been  explained  to  the  satisfaction  ol  everyone, 
although  there  have  been  many  conjectures  ranging  from  “an  idle 
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hour  at  the  Mint"  (Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon),  to  a  pattern. 
Without  doubt,  the  variety  is  the  most  famous  and  the  most 
enigmatic  of  the  cent  varieties.  Indeed,  poems  have  been  written 
about  this  coin,  and  even  a  book  was  published  about  it!  “Collec¬ 
tors  mention  it  with  religious  awe.”  noted  Dr.  Sheldon. 


Superb  1800/79  Cent 


1800/79  S-196.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lustrous  medium 
brown  surfaces,  with  ample  traces  of  faded  mint 
red  on  the  obverse.  Most  of  Miss  Liberty’s  portrait 
details  show  sharp  definition.  This  specimen  is 
truly  outstanding  and  will  please  the  advanced 
specialist .  5,750.00 

Unlike  the  piece  offered  here,  the  majority  of  1 800  cents 
seen  have  dark  porous  surfaces.  It  is  said  that  many  of  the  blanks 
used  to  strike  the  1800  issue  were  discolored  en  route  from 
England  due  to  the  effects  of  salt  water. 

1800  S- 1 99.  R-3.  F- 12.  Thin  date  numerals.  Deep 
brown  surfaces  with  lighter  brown  highlights  on 
the  high  points.  Aesthetically  appealing.  495.00 

1802  S-232.  EF-40.  Curious  die  blunder  with  T  cut 

over  Y  in  LIBERTY.  A  very  pleasing  coin.  Ad¬ 
vanced  reverse  rim  cud  above  ATE  in  STATES.  A 
tiny  planchet  flaw  is  noted  on  the  obverse  rim  at 
12:00 .  695.00 

This  is  a  fortunate  (for  the  collector)  instance  in  which  one 
of  the  most  interesting  varieties  of  the  1 802  year  is  also  one  of  the 
most  plentiful.  The  engraver  first  cut  the  word  LIBERY,  then 
realized  his  gaffe,  and  corrected  it. 

1803  S-258.  Small  Date,  Large  Fraction.  VE-30.339.00 

1803  S-260.  Small  Date,  Large  Fraction.  EF-45 

(PCGS).  From  an  early  state  of  the  obverse  die, 
before  die  sinking  caused  swelling  near  date  and 
lowest  hair  curls.  Glossy  deep  chocolate  brown 
surfaces.  A  choice  representative  of  the  grade  and 


variety .  950.00 

Although  S-260  is  a  plentiful  variety,  most  extant  specimens 
are  in  lower  grades. 

1804  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Restrike . 975.00 


The  so-called  1804  “restrike"  is  not  a  restrike  at  all,  but, 
rather,  is  a  concoction  made  in  the  mid- 1 9th  century  by  parties 
unknown,  but  probably  not  within  the  confines  of  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint.  A  rusted,  damaged  die  from  an  1803  cent  was  altered 
by  changing  the  last  digit  to  4,  while  the  reverse,  rather  than 
being  of  the  type  originally  used  in  1804,  is  from  the  continuous 
(not  open  at  the  top)  circular  wreath  style.  Quite  possibly,  it  was 
produced  to  create  a  “filler”  rather  than  to  deceive. 


1 806  S-270.  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen  of 
one  of  the  key  dates  of  its  era;  the  only  die  variety 


of  this  year.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  A  handsome 
addition  to  an  advanced  cabinet .  1,950.00 

1809  S-280.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Attractive  medium 

brown.  Only  die  variety  of  the  year .  1,395.00 

The  1 809  is  generally  considered  to  be  the  scarcest  date  of 
the  Classic  Head  style. 

1810/9  S-281.  R-l.  VG-10 . 93.00 

1810  S-282.  Perfect  date.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Attrac¬ 

tive  brown  surfaces.  Very  difficult  to  locate  in  this 
grade .  1,895.00 

1811/0  S-268.  Overdate  VF-25.  A  nice  example  of 
this  popular  issue.  Just  purchased . 875.00 

1812  S-289.  F-12  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  brown 
surfaces.  Conservatively  graded;  a  candidate  for 
VF-20 .  345.00 

1817  13  Stars.  N-ll.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Rarity- 1. 
Pleasing  medium  tan  surfaces  with  traces  of  faded 
red  around  the  design  elements  on  the  reverse.  The 
fields  are  smooth  and  satiny,  and  most  design 
features  are  clearly  defined.  The  presently  offered 
example  is  tied  for  finest  known  with  two  other 
examples,  one  ofwhich  is  permanently  impounded 
in  the  ANS  Collection .  1,395.00 

Although  quite  common  in  lower  states  of  preservation, 
Newcomb- 11  is  not  a  Randall  Hoard  variety,  and  hence  is 
seldom  offered  in  Uncirculated  grade. 

1817  N-ll.  13  Stars.  EF-45 . 295.00 

1817  N-16.  15  Stars.  AU-55.  Net  value  AU-50,  as  it 
is  somewhat  more  lightly  struck  than  usual  around 
the  top  borders.  Glossy,  lustrous  brown  surfaces. 
The  reverse,  if  graded  alone,  would  challenge  the 
MS-60  level . 1,250.00 

1817  N-16.  15  Stars.  EF-45.  Pleasing  medium  brown 
surfaces.  Very  well  struck  (for  the  variety).  695.00 

1819  N-10.  EF-45  obverse,  AU-55  reverse.  Highly 

glossy  and  lustrous  surfaces.  A  prize  item  for  the 
variety  specialist .  595.00 

Scarce  variety,  in  fact,  the  third  rarest  of  the  year  (cf.  John 
D.  Wright,  who  states  the  variety  is  worth  three  to  four  times  that 
of  an  ordinary  1819  variety). 

1820/19  N-3.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  superb  coin  with 
lustrous  brown  fields.  Bold  overdate.  You’ll  like 
this  one!  . 625.00 

1820  N-4.  R-4+.  VF-20.  Small,  evenly-spaced  date. 

Few  minor  nicks . 195.00 


Condition  Census  Candidate  1822  Cent 


1822  N-ll.  R-3.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Light  chocolate 
brown  surfaces.  John  Noyes  gives  the  Condition 
Census  as  ranging  from  MS-60+  to  MS-65+,  and, 
quite  probably,  this  coin  is  within  it  (although 
certain  members  of  the  Early  American  Coppers 
Club  will  be  quick  to  say  that,  in  general,  NGC  and 
PCGS  grades  can  be  different  from  “EAC  grades"). 
A  very  attractive,  quite  memorable,  quality  speci¬ 
men  that  is  guaranteed  to  please .  2,995.00 


1 824  N-2.  R-2.  VF-20  or  finer . 95.00 


1826  N-5.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Obverse  r.m  break 

over  star  6.  A  sharp,  lustrous  specimen.  Quite 
possibly  Condition  Census .  1,575.00 

John  Noyes  gives  the  Condition  Census  as  MS-63  ranging 
upward  to  MS-65. 

1 827  N- 1 .  VF-35.  Scarce  (R-2+)  variety.  Glossy  brown 

surfaces . 349.00 

1827  N-5.  AU-50  BN  (NGC) . 375.00 

1827  N-7.  VF-30 .  165.00 

1827  N-ll.  MS-63  BN.  Attractive,  lustrous  light  tan 

surfaces  fading  from  mint  red . 2,450.00 

N-ll  is  plentiful  in  lower  grades,  but  emerges  as  a  rarity  at 
this  level. 

1828  N-l.  Large  Date.  AU-58.  Lustrous  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Excellent  detail.  One  of  the  scarcer  “middle 


dates”  in  this  grade . 795.00 

1828  N-6.  Large  Date.  MS-60 . 575.00 


Walter  Breen  calls  this  the  “Blundered  Large  Date,”  noting 
that  “part  of  8  shows  between  82.” 


Memorable  1830  N-5  Cent 
Condition  Census 


1830  N-5.  Double  Profile,  MS-64  BN  (PCGS). 
Rarity-3.  Lustrous  dark  brown  with  tan  high¬ 
lights  on  the  obverse.  A  hint  of  faded  mint  red 
is  displayed  on  the  reverse.  The  faint  double 
profile  is  most  noticeable  on  Miss  Liberty’s 
forehead  and  nose.  Listed  in  the  Wyatt  sale  as 
“fourth  finest  known,”  this  lovely  cent  is  cur¬ 
rently  listed  by  William  Noyes  as  “tied  for  third 


finest  known.  .  2,875.00 

1831  N-7,  Clipped  planchet.  G-6 . 39.00 


A  quite  interesting,  although  not  necessarily  rare,  mint 
error;  a  lune-shaped  segment  is  missing  from  the  border;  this 
occurred  prior  to  striking. 

1 833  N-5.  Horned  8.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  An  attrac¬ 
tive,  lustrous  specimen  sure  to  please  the  varietv 
specialist  and  the  date  or  type  collector.  .  795.00 

The  fanciful  description  of  “Horned  8"  is  from  a 
repunching  visible  at  the  top  ot  the  second  numeral 


1834  N-4.  EF-40.  Light  brown  surfaces . 135.00 

1835  N-8.  Head  of  1836.  EF-40 . 14S.00 

1835  N-ll.  Small  Date,  Small  Stars.  R-5.  Seldom 

found  in  any  grade.  G-5 .  295.00 


1 835  N-l  2.  Small  Date,  Small  Stars.  VF-25.  A  Condi¬ 
tion  Census  specimen  of  a  rare  die  variety.  ~2  5. 00 
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Coin  Quiz 


Peopl 


e,  Famous  and  Obscure 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 


We  give  clues  concerning  10  different  people  associated 
with  American  numismatics,  some  of  whom  are  quite  obscure. 
How  many  can  you  identify?  Get  even  four,  or  more,  right,  and 
you  are  doing  well.  Get  six  or  more  right,  and  you  are  in  the 
expert  class.  Get  eight  or  more  right,  and  you  should  enter  the 
World  Series  of  Numismatics  (given  next  summer  at  the  ANA 
Convention).  Answers  are  given  at  the  end. 

1 .  I  his  person  worked  at  the  Treasury  Department  during  the 
Civil  War,  and  later,  and  had  himself  pictured  on  a  Fractional 
Currency  note.  Some  evenings,  after  hours,  he  would  ply  young 
girl  employees  with  alcohol,  and  on  other  occasions  he  would 
invite  certain  of  them  to  share  his  house  while  his  wife  was  away 
in  the  country. 

a.  Harvey  H.  Nininger. 

b.  Udolpho  Wolfe. 

c.  Louis  Severson. 

d.  Spencer  M.  Clark. 

2 .  It  is  said  that  an  Indian  was  killed  when  he  drank  nitric  acid, 
thinking  it  to  be  rum,  which  this  person  had  furnished  him. 
However,  numismatists  remember  him  better  for  his  engraving 
of  Connecticut  coin  dies: 

a.  Artemus  Ward. 

b.  Charles  Browne. 

c.  Dr.  William  P.  Shattuck. 

d.  Abel  Buel. 

3  •  Among  the  things  he  did  was  to  serve  as  mayor  of  Monroe, 
Michigan,  minister  to  the  sick  there  (he  was  an  M.D.),  and 
inspire  the  founding  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association: 

a.  Dr.  George  Heath. 

b.  V.  Canadiensis. 

c.  Harry  X  Boosel. 

d.  Dr.  G.G.  Wilkins. 

4.  This  individual,  a  practicing  attorney  today,  is  one  of  the 
most  prolific  contributors  to  The  Numismatist{and  once  turned 
in  an  article  with  more  footnotes  than  any  before  or  since), 
suggested  that  clad  metal  be  used  for  what  became  the  best¬ 
selling  commemorative  of  all  time  (the  1976  Statue  of  Liberty 
half  dollar),  and  has  served  as  president  and  legislative  counsel 
to  the  American  Numismatic  Association,  among  many  other 
things: 

a.  Maurice  M.  Could. 

b.  David  L.  Can/. 


c.  Thomas  L.  Elder. 

d.  Malcolm  O.E.  Chell-Frost. 

3  •  This  numismatist  worked  with  your  editor 
and  others  in  an  unsuccessful  bid  for  the  $7 
million  Redfield  Collection  of  silver  dollars  in  the 
1970s,  lives  in  Southern  California,  and  is  one  of 
the  founders  and  is  the  best-known  person  affili¬ 
ated  with  the  Professional  Coin  Grading  Service: 

a.  James  Cruze. 

b.  Augustus  Choate  Hamlin. 

c.  David  Hall. 

d.  William  Barber. 

6 .  Among  the  various  surnames  of  numismatists 
on  the  frieze  or  architrave  on  the  exterior  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Society  building  is  his, 
that  of  a  Massachusetts  watchmaker  who  in  the 
early  1870s  was  very  busy  with  a  numismatic  writing  project, 
ultimately  creating  a  reference  that  is  still  widely  used  today: 

a.  Sylvester  S.  Crosby. 

b.  Lee  F.  Hewitt. 

c.  Edgar  H.  Adams. 

d.  J.  Hewitt  Judd. 

This  Frenchman  had  many  talents  and  was  a  magician,  art 
collector,  proponent  of  an  international  currency  system  (which  he 
presented  to  the  U.S.  Congress),  numismatist  (but,  he  wasn’t 
above  pilfering  coins,  it  was  said),  and  a  person  who  obtained  Proof 
coins  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in  the  1850s: 

a.  Dion  Boucicault. 

b.  Alexander  Vattemare. 

c.  Gene  Gauntier. 

d.  Jean  Henri  Baptiste. 

8.  Both  he  and  Gulian  C.  Verplanck,  two  different  individuals, 
were  depicted  by  the  same  portrait  on  Hard  Times  tokens.  Years 
later,  he  engineered  the  purchase  of  Alaska  by  the  U.S.  from  Russia. 

a.  Daniel  Webster. 

b.  Andrew  Jackson. 

c.  William  H.  Seward. 

d.  Martin  Van  Buren. 

9*  I  his  dentist  worked  for  J.S.  Ormsby  &  Co.,  Sacramento 
mintersofgold  coins  in  the  19th  century,  and  also  counterstamped 
his  name  on  various  U.S.  and  other  coins: 

a.  W.W.  Light. 

b.  Dr.  Vladimir  Clain-Stefanelli. 

c.  Joseph  Lesher. 

d.  Augustus  Humbert. 

10  .  Husband  of  Marion  Zimmer  Bradley,  well-known  science 
fiction  writer,  he  was  a  famous  numismatist  and  author,  produc¬ 
ing,  among  many  better-known  things,  the  monograph.  The  Secret 
History  of  the  Gobrecht  Coinages: 

a.  Wayte  Raymond. 

b.  Walter  H.  Breen. 

c.  Rudolph  Kohler. 

d.  Charles  J.  Edgar. 
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1837  N-7.  EF-45 .  135.00 

1 838  N- 1 .  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Attractive,  with  25% 

or  more  of  the  surfaces  showing  original  mint  red; 
other  areas  naturally  faded  to  brown . 895.00 

1838  N-10.  AU-50.  Glossy,  deep  brown  surfaces. 

Beautiful! . 145.00 

1839  N-7.  MS-63.  Booby  Head.  Lustrous  golden 

brown.  Scarce  and  desirable  so  fine . 2,150.00 

The\cents  of  1 839  are  very  interesting  inasmuch  as  several 
different  hubs  were  used  to  make  them,  and  one  example  ( 1 839/ 
6  overdate)  is  from  a  leftover  die  from  several  years  earlier. 
Anyone  wanting  to  make  up  a  “collection  within  a  collection" 
would  do  well  to  assemble  the  major  varieties  of  this  year. 

1841  N-2.  R-2.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Rich,  lustrous 
brown  surfaces.  A  gorgeous  coin! .  530.00 

What  a  treat  it  would  be  to  have  a  date  set  of  Braided  Hair 
large  cents  all  with  surfaces  such  as  this. 

1 84 1  N-3.  MS-62.  Golden  brown  surfaces.  Sharply 
struck.  Most  of  the  design  features  show  bold 
definition,  with  the  exception  of  some  of  the 
obverse  stars.  The  obverse  shows  a  small  rim 
scrape  at  the  2:00  position.  High  in  the  Condi¬ 
tion  Census  for  the  variety,  which  is  listed  in 
Copper  Quotes-^  “MS(10+),  Best  is  62.”  Check 
it  out  on  approval,  and  you’ll  like  it;  satisfaction 


guaranteed! . 810.00 

1842  Small  Date.  N-2.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Attrac¬ 
tive  lustrous  surfaces . 795.00 

1843  N-8.  Type  of  1842.  VF-35 . 120.00 

1844  N-5.  EF-40 .  195.00 

1845  N-6.  R-2.  MS-61  BN  (NGC) . 295.00 

1846  N-4.  Small  Date.  EF-45 .  140.00 


Notable  repunching  at  date,  described  as  “very  heavy”  by 
J.R.  Grellman  and  Jules  Reiver  in  their  master  work,  Attribution 
Guide  for  U.S.  Large  Cents  1840-1857. 


1846  N-l  1 .  Medium  Date.  AU-50.  Rarity-1 .  165.00 

1847  N-10.  EF-40 .  129.00 

1847  N-l 3.  EF-45 .  245.00 

1848  N-l.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Sharply  struck.  Lus¬ 
trous  brown  surfaces . 475.00 

1848  N-l.  EF-45 .  160.00 

1848  N-l  a.  VG-10 . 35.00 

1848  N-2.  EF-40 . 95.00 

1848  N-3.  VF-35 . 90.00 

1848  N-8.  R-3.  VF-25 . 69.00 

1848  N-8.  F-12 . 19.00 

1848  N-9.  VF-35 .  95.00 

1848  N-l 2.  VF-25 . 45.00 

1848  N-13.  R-4+.  VF-25 .  55.00 

1848  N-l 7.  VF-25 . 49.00 

1848  N-22.  R-4.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 265.00 

1848  N-22.  R-4.  EF-45 . 165.00 

1848  N-22.  R-4.  VG-10 . 19.00 

1848  N-23.  R-3+.  EF-45 . 210.00 

1848  N-23.  R-3+.  EF-40 .  135.00 

1848  N-24.  VF-35 .  165.00 

1848  N-25.  VF-35 . 1 15-00 

1848  N-25.  VF-30 . 90.00 

1848  N-27.  EF-45 . 1^5-00 

1848  N-27.  VF-35 . 95.00 

1848  N-27.  VF-30 . 75.00 

1848  N-27.  VF-25 . 45.00 

1848  N-28.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 195.00 

1848  N-28.  EF-40 . 95.00 

1848  N-28.  VF-30 . 65.00 

1848  N-29.  R-3-.  VF-35 . 1 10.00 


1848  N-29.  R-3-.  VF-30 . 79.00 

1848  N-30.  R-6-.  G-6 . 115.00 

1848  N-31.  EF-45 .  175.00 

1848  N-34.  R-5+.  F-12 . 95.00 

1848  N-35.  EF-40 . 115.00 

1848  N-37.  R-5.  VF-35 . 295.00 

1848  N-38.  R-4.  VF-25 .  85.00 

1848  N-39.  R-6-.  VF-20 . 250.00 

1848  N-41.  AU-50 . 295.00 

1848  N-41.  VF-30 . 75.00 

1848  N-42.  R-6.  G-5 . 75.00 

1848  N-44.  R-6+.  VG-8 . 225.00 


As  one  can  readily  see,  a  career  could  be  made  of  just 
collecting  the  different  cent  varieties  of  1848! 

1849  N-l  1.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Rich  glossy  brown 
surfaces.  A  thoroughly  attractive  example  of  this 
somewhat  scarce  (in  higher  grades)  date.  575.00 
1849  N-21.  MS-61  BN  (PCGS).  Rarity-4+.  Sharply 
struck  with  frosty  surfaces.  Olive-brown  color. 
Only  four  examples  are  known  grading  MS-60 
or  finer,  according  to  a  recent  edition  of  Copper 


Quotes .  1,035.00 

1849  N-23.  R-3.  AU-55 . 495.00 

1850  N-19,16.  R-2.  AU-50 .  165.00 

1851  N-6.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 295.00 

1852  N-3.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  sur¬ 

faces  with  about  20%  to  30%  original  mint  red. 
Very  attractive! . 425.00 

1852  N-7.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS) . 265.00 


In  our  opinion,  there  are  some  really  great  buys  to  be  made 
today  among  large  cents  in  Mint  State  levels  from  MS-60 
through  MS-63.  The  formation  of  a  date  and  major  variety  set 
(using,  for  example,  Guide  Book  listings)  of  Braided  Hair  cents 
1839-1857  is  a  fascinating  challenge. 

1853  N-l 5.  R-2.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Particularly 
wide  borders.  Lustrous  brown  surfaces. ..  425.00 


1853  N-25.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 315.00 

1854  N-6.  AU-58  BN  (NGC) . 195.00 


1855  Upright  5s.  N-2.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Rarity- 
2+.  Medium  brown  toning  with  olive  highlights. 

One  of  just  five  Uncirculated  specimens  known, 

according  to  a  recent  edition  of  Copper  Quotes.  A 


prize  for  the  advanced  specialist . 695.00 

1855  N-3.  Upright  5s.  AU-55 .  175.00 

1855  N-4.  R-l.  MS-64  BN.  (NGC) .  595.00 

1855  N-4.  Upright  5s.  AU-55 .  145.00 

1855  N-7.  Upright  5s.  AU-50 .  129.00 


1855  N-9.  Italic  5s.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Sharply 

struck.  Lustrous  brown  surfaces .  1,950.00 

As  a  class,  coins  with  italic  or  slanting  5s  are  rarer  than  those 
of  the  upright  5s  style.  It  has  been  suggested  that  the  former  are 
the  hallmark  of  J.B.  Longacre's  work,  but  we  have  seen  no 
evidence  to  support  this.  Italic  5s  were  used  in  certain  other 


denominations  as  well. 

1855  N-12.  Upright  5s.  AU-55 .  145.00 

1856  N-14.  Slanting  5.  AU-50 .  135.00 

1857  N-l,  R-l.  MS-64  BN  (NGC) . 695.00 


1857  N-l.  Urge  Date.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Glossy 


brown  surfaces .  575.00 

1857  N-4.  Small  Date.  AU-50 . 175.00 


Small  Cents 


1856-Date 

Flying  Eagle  Cents 


Flying  Eagle  cents  were  struck  in  pattern  form  in 
1856  (the  1856  being  a  classic  rarity)  and  for  circula¬ 
tion  in  1857  and  1858.  The  standard  reference  book 
on  Flying  Eagle  as  well  as  the  later  Indian  cents  is  by 
Richard  Snow,  Flying  Eagle  &  Indian  Cents,  available 
from  our  Publications  Department. 


Gem  1857  Flying  Eagle  Cent 


1857  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  full  golden  lustre. 
A  splendid  specimen! . 2,550.00 

The  new  1 857  Flying  Eagle  cents  were  released  in  late  spring 
1857,  and  were  initially  distributed  via  a  wooden  booth  set  up  in 
the  yard  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  The  Flying  Eagle  pieces  were 
paid  out  in  $5  bags  in  exchange  for  the  old  copper  cents  (which, 
soon,  collectors  referred  to  as  large  cents)  as  well  as  certain  foreign 
coins,  most  prominently  silver  Spanish-American  issues. 

Another  Gem  1857  F.E.  Cent 


1857  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  sharp,  lustrous  specimen 

with  delicate  golden  toning.  '. . 2,550.00 

1 857  MS-64.  Subdued  golden  lustre.  Well-struck  for 
the  design  type.  A  nice  addition  to  an  advanced 
Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  cent  collection.  850.00 


Update  Your  Records 

Update  your  records  with  this,  the  correct 
address  (which  differs  from  the  address  we 
gave  in  the  “This  and  That”  column  in  our 
Rare  Coin  Review  No.  100)  Civil  War 
Token  Society,  Jeff  Shevlin,  “’879  Green¬ 
back  Lane,  Suite  250,  Citrus  Heights,  Cali¬ 
fornia  95610.  The  Civil  War  Token  Soci¬ 
ety  puts  out  a  very  nice  journal  which  you 
may  enjoy  reading. 
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Have  Fun  Collecting! 

Bowers  and  Merena's  Collection  Portfolio  Program  is  the 
easiest,  most  enjoyable  way  to  build  a  quality  collection! 
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here  are  many  advantages  to  being  a  member  of  our  Collection 
Portfolio  Program.  Each  month  you  will  receive  beautiful  coins  you  will 
enjoy  owning,  sharing  with  your  family,  and  showing  to  your  friends.  Here  are 
the  advantages  of  joining  the  C.P.P.: 

1 .  You  will  enjoy  being  a  member. 

2.  You  will  build  a  beautiful  and  meaning¬ 
ful  collection,  quickly  and  easily. 

3.  You  will  have  the  first  pick  of  new  pur¬ 
chases  we  make. 

4.  Your  program  will  be  designed  by  you, 
specifically  for  your  collecting  interests. 

3.  You  will  receive  special  discounts,  re¬ 
served  for  C.P.P.  members  only. 

6.  Your  satisfaction  is  completely  guaran¬ 
teed — we  know  you’ll  be  delighted! 


ersonal  service  is  a  hallmark  of  our 
Collection  Portfolio  Program.  Dave  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Ray  Merena  will  work  closely  with  Gail 
Watson  and  Beth  Piper  to  cherrypick  pieces 
that  fit  your  specifications — in  the  grades  you 
want,  with  the  aesthetic  quality  you  want,  at  the 
prices  you  want  to  pay.  And,  there  is  no  extra 
charge  for  our  expertise. 


w 


Q.  David  Bowers 


“You  will  really  enjoy  belotiging 
to  our  Collection  Portfolio 
Program.  It's  just  like  having  a 
desk  here  in  our  office — you  get 
first  pick  of  everything  we  buy! 
And,  it'll  be  a  lot  of  fun  each 
month  to  open  a  package 
containing  beautiful  coins  you 
have  been  seeking.  Sign  up 
today.  Your  satisfaction  is 
guaranteed !” 


hether  you  aspire  to  build  a  type  set 
of  United  States  coin  designs  in  cop¬ 
per,  nickel,  silver,  or  gold;  a  beautiful  set  of 
Morgan  dollars;  a  brilliant  set  of  Walking  Lib¬ 
erty  half  dollars;  or  any  other  specialty,  the  C.P.P.  is  the  most  convenient  and 
economical  way  to  do  it.  Programs  are  available  for  $  1 00  a  month  upward,  and 
can  be  charged  to  your  credit  card.  And,  you  can  discontinue  your  membership 
at  any  time.  Join  today,  and  your  enjoyment  will  begin  by  return  mail. 
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_]  Please  call  to  set  up  my  Collection  Portfolio  Program!  Q  Please  send  me  information  about  joining  the  C.P.P 

I  would  like  to  collect: _ 

Monthly  Amount: _ 

I  would  like  to  pay  by  □  Visa  □  Mastercard  □  AmEx 

Card  Number: _ 

Exp.  Date: _ 


1 


NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE  ZIP 

DAYTIME  PHONE 
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1857  MS-64  (NGC).  Golden  brown  surfaces.  Very 
sharply  struck .  850.00 


Indian  Head  Cents 


Indian  cents  were  minted  from  1859  through  1909, 
and  were  struck  with  several  different  design  types. 
The  1859  issue,  with  laurel  wreath  reverse,  is  unique 
to  its  year;  then  follows  the  1 860- 1 864  copper-nickel 
style  with  oak  wreath  and  shield  on  the  reverse;  after 
which  thin  planchet  bronze  cents  were  made  from 
1 864  through  1 909  inclusive.  Scarce  dates  and  variet¬ 
ies  include  1864  with  Lon  ribbon,  1871,  1872,  1877 
and  1909-S,  among  others.  In  general,  we  recom¬ 
mend  that  Indian  cents  be  selected  with  care,  as  there 
is  apt  to  be  a  vast  difference  in  quality  even  among 
coins  in  the  same  grades. 

Buying  Indian  cents  for  our  inventory  is  a  lot  of 
work,  as  technical  grade  is  one  thing  and  quality  is 
often  another.  We  are  always  seeking  quality  pieces  to 
add  to  our  holdings.  The  following  offering  reflects 
our  search  in  this  regard. 


1859  MS-64.  Lustrous  and  attractive . 625.00 

The  1859  represents  a  unique  type  made  for  circulation, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  the  (filly  year  with  the  laurel  wreath  reverse. 
There  are  relatively  few  “one  year  only”  type  coins  in  American 
numismatics,  and  this  is  one  of  them. 

1860  MS-63 .  185.00 

First  year  with  the  Oak  Wreath  and  Shield  reverse  design. 

1861  MS-61  (PCGS) . 215.00 

Lowest  mintage  issue  in  the  copper-nickel  series. 


1862  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  superb  gem  specimen  of 
this  Civil  War  date.  A  glittering,  mirror  Proof  that 
will  please  the  most  discriminating  buyer.  Very 
rare  so  fine! .  1,995.00 

The  Guide  Book  suggests  that  the  mintage  was  550  pieces. 
Most  of  the  survivors  are  in  grades  considerably  below  that 
offered  here. 

1862  MS-64  (NGC).  Golden  lustre . 235.00 

1862  MS-63.  Reverse  weakness . 149.00 

1862  MS-63  (NGC).  A  brilliant  coin  with  light 

toning .  150.00 

1863  MS-65 .  675.00 

1863  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 145.00 

1864  CN.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  ..  185.00 

1864  bronze.  MS-64  RB . 159.00 

The  bronze  cent  of  48  grains  was  introduced  in  1 864,  after 
Mint  officials  noted  that  somewhat  similar  format  Civil  War 
tokens,  privately  produced,  were  very  popular  with  the  public. 

1864  L  On  Ribbon.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Although 

this  is  called  “red  and  brown,”  it  is  nearly  full 
original  mint  red.  In  fact,  it  has  more  red  than 
certain  pieces  we  have  seen  marked  as  fully  red.  In 
addition,  this  specimen  is  well  struck  and  very 
lustrous.  If  you  are  seeking  a  superb  example  of 
this  key  date  your  search  ends  here .  1,395.00 

The  L  is  the  initial  of  James  Barton  Longacre,  and  is  found 
on  relatively  few  cents  of  this  year  (but  on  <?//Indian  cents  of  later 
years). 

1865  MS-65  RB . 149.00 


1865  Snow-3.  MS-64  RB.  “Fancy  5”  in  date. 

Repunched  8 .  275.00 

1866  AU-50 . 185.00 

1866  EF-45.  Snow-6 . 139.00 

1866  Snow-9.  Repunched  date.  EF-40  (PCI).  145.00 

1867  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 850.00 

A  splendid  specimen,  predominantly  red,  and  nicer  than 
some  we  have  seen  described  as  full  red. 

1867  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 625.00 

1869  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid  coin,  quite 

scarce  so  fine,  with  a  nice  blend  of  original  mint 
red  and  natural  brown  toning . 1,150.00 

1870  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Mostly  red  surfaces  have  hints 

of  iridescent  toning  on  the  high  points.  A  splendid 
gem  example  of  this  scarce  date .  1 , 1 95.00 

1870  VF-30 . 245.00 

1871  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  highly  lustrous,  mostly 

red  example — truly  an  outstanding  specimen  of 
one  of  the  most  prized  dates  among  Indian 
cents .  1,295.00 

Although  the  1 877  has  taken  much  of  the  glory  as  a  rarity, 
in  ail  grades  the  cents  of  1871  and  1872  are  very  elusive,  and  at 
higher  levels  mount  a  serious  challenge  to  the  1 877. 

1871  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Satiny  brown  with  some 
splashes  of  red  on  both  sides.  Beautiful!  .  695.00 

1871  AU-50.  Richly  lustrous  and  glossy  brown.  410.00 


1871  EF-40.  Very  attractive . 325.00 

1871  VF-25 .  299.00 


1872  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Nearly  full  original  rich, 
lustrous  red.  A  superb  specimen  of  one  of  the  rarest 
and  most  desired  dates  in  the  series .  1,495.00 


1872  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and 
beautiful . 2,495.00 

It  has  been  suggested  by  some  specialists  that  in  higher  Mint 
State  levels  the  1872  outranks  the  more  famous  1877  in  rarity. 
Certainly,  coins  at  the  level  offered  here  are  few  and  far  between. 

1872  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  A  superb  specimen 
with  mint  brilliance  fading  to  attractive  light 
brown .  1 ,095.00 

1872  MS-63  BN . 675.00 

1872  MS-62  BN  (ANACS  Cache).  Rich,  lustrous 
brown  surfaces . 625.00 

1872  AU-58  (PCGS) . 475.00 

1873  Closed  3.  AU-55.  Hints  of  mint  red  in  the 

reverse  design  elements . 325.00 

Scarcer  than  the  Open  3  variety.  The  Closed  3  coins  of 
various  denominations  are  from  dies  made  early  in  the  year.  It 
was  soon  found  that  the  3  resembled  an  8,  and  later  issues  were 
made  from  different  3  punches  with  trie  knobs  farther  apart. 


1873  Closed  3.  EF-40 . 145.00 

1874  MS-65  BN  (NCC).  Lustrous  brown  surfaces 

with  tinges  of  original  mint  red . 425.00 

1874  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 265.00 

1875  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 395.00 

1875  MS-64  BN  (NGC) . 299.00 

1876  MS-65  RB.  Centennial  year  issue . 695.00 

1879  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gcm!495.00 
1879  MS-65  BN .  295.00 


1 879  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Generous  amounts  of  mint 


red  on  lustrous  surfaces . 295. 00 

Base  of  1  in  date  rcpunched. 

1882  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 225.00 

1883  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 325.00 

1885  MS-65  BN  (NCC) . 425.00 


The  surfaces  are  a  mixture  of  red  and  brown,  and  the  reserve 
actually  has  more  red  than  brown.  The  1 883  is  considered  to  be 
the  scarcest  date  between  1879  and  the  last  year  of  the  design, 
1909. 

1885  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Another  example  with 

satiny  surfaces . 425.00 

1886  Type  I.  MS-65  RB.  Brilliant,  frosty.  ..695.00 
1 886  Type  I.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty, 

with  more  red  than  brown,  especially  on  the 

reverse . 695.00 

1886  Type  I.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Pleasing  brown 
with  attractive  iridescent  rose  highlights.  295.00 

1886  Type  I.  MS-62  BN  (NGC) . 165.00 

1886  Type  II.  MS-64  RB.  Scarce  so  fine!  .  1,150.00 

On  the  Type  II,  the  final  feather  in  the  headdress  points 
between  the  C  and  A  in  AMERICA. 

1886  Type  II.  MS-63  BN  (ANACS  Cache). 
Mostly  brown  with  a  tinge  of  mint  red.  Scarce 


variety .  475.00 

1 886  Type  II.  MS-60  RB . 325.00 

1889  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 219.00 

1891  Proof-65  RB  (NGC) . 475.00 

1894  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Scarce  date . 395.00 

1894  MS-63  (PCGS) . 275.00 

1908-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  First  branch  mint  cent 
coinage . 395.00 


Original  1909  Indian  Cent  Roll! 

1909  Indian  cent.  MS-63  to  64.  Original ro//of50 
Mint  State  Indian  cents,  average  MS-63  to  64, 
brilliant.  Put  away  years  ago  and,  so  far  as  we 
know,  kept  intact  since  that  time.  The  first  such 
original  roll  we  have  had  in  a  long  while.  A  very 
“special”  item .  2,950.00 

Lincoln  Cents 

Lincoln  cents  are  among  the  most  popular  United 
States  series.  Among  key  issues  are  the  famous  1909- 
S  V.D.B.  (one  of  the  most  famous  of  all  United  States 
coin  rarities),  the  1914-D,  and  the  1955  Doubled 
Die,  although  numerous  others  are  elusive  in  higher 
grades.  Matte  Proofs  were  struck  from  1 909- 1 9 1 6  and 
have  a  sandblast  or  etched  finish  and  are  usually  darkly 
toned  (due  to  storage  in  upper  wrappers  as  provided 
by  the  Mint),  while  Proofs  from  1936  onward  are 
mostly  of  the  “brilliant”  or  “mirror"  finish. 

Care  is  recommended  when  selecting  Lincoln  cents, 
as  quality  is  apt  to  vary  widely  among  the  vendors.  As 
is  the  case  with  Indian  cents,  our  buyers  often  have  to 
look  at  many  coins  in  order  to  buy  just  a  few. 

1909-V.D.B.  MS-63 . 14.00 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-65  RB  (NCC).  More'  red”  than 
“brown,  in  fact,  one  of  the  reddest  1909  V.D.B. 
cents  we  seen  in  recent  times.  Definitelv  a  pre¬ 
mium  coin.  Sharply  struck,  and  worthy  of  the 
cabinet  of  a  connoisseur.  Check  it  out  bv  examin¬ 
ing  it  personally;  unless  it  fully  meets  ourdese option 
and  your  expectations,  high  by  this  point,  a  refund 
awaits  vou . 1 ,495.00 


Hare  Coin  Review  No.  1 03 


Page  9 


(  IIMIMAL  AMI  niiTiiit  <oi\s 


1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 1,395.00 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  lovely  speci¬ 
men  ol  this  prime  Lincoln  cent .  1,395.00 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-63  RB.  Another  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  key  rarity . 950.00 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-60  RD.  Small  spot  on  ob¬ 
verse . 750.00 

1909-S  V.D.B.  EF-45  (PCI).  Light  brown.  .650.00 

1909-S  V.D.B.  EF-40.  Light  brown . 625.00 

1909-S  V.D.B.  VF-35.  Light  brown . 595.00 

1909-S  V.D.B.  VG-8.  Light  brown . 475.00 

1909-S  Lincoln.  S  over  horizontal  S.  MS-65  RD 
(PCGS).  A  frosty  gem.  Overshadowed  by  its  rarer 
1909-S  V.D.B.  brethren,  but  a  scarce  and  desir¬ 
able  variety  in  its  own  right . 285.00 

1909- S  VF-30  (PCI) . 69.00 

1910- S  MS-65  RD.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  ..295.00 

1910- S  MS-65  RB . 145.00 

1911  -D  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Quite  rare  in  this  high 

grade  (although  lesser  grade  pieces  are  readily 
available) . 750.00 

191 1- D  AU-50 .  55.00 

191 1  -S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Very  scarce,  indeed  rare, 

this  nice.  Frosty  red  surfaces  display  warm  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre.  Sharply  struck  and  aesthetically 
appealing . 795.00 

191 1- S  AU-50 . 75.00 

1912- D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  superb  specimen, 
brilliant,  frosty,  and  well  struck,  of  an  issue  that  is 
readily  available  in  lower  grades,  but  which  is  very 
rare  at  this  level.  Another  item  for  the  advanced 


numismatist .  1,095.00 

1912-D  MS-63  RB . 159.00 


1913  Matte  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Glittering  red 
matte  surfaces  display  iridescent  violet  and  blue 
highlights.  From  a  Proof  mintage  of 2,848,  a  small 
figure  when  compared  to  today’s  Proof  mintages 


which  reach  into  the  millions . 495.00 

1913- S  MS-63  RB . 139.00 

1914  Matte  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) .  1,495.00 

One  of  the  finest  specimens  we  have  ever  seen!  Amazing 
surface  color,  excellent  sharpness. 

1914- D  EF-40.  A  key  rarity  in  the  series.  Sharp  and 

attractive  for  the  grade . 425.00 

1914-S  AU-50 . 65.00 

1915  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 375.00 


Blazing  Gem  191 5-D  Cent 


1915- D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  blazing  original  red 
gem.  The  finest  we  have  seen  of  this  date.  2,900.00 

In  Mint  State,  never  mind  MS-66  but  in  ANY  Mint  State 
level,  1915-D  is  quite  undervalued. 

1916- D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 

trous  gem.  An  exciting  coin  for  the  advanced 
specialist! .  1,495.00 

A  highly  important  “condition  rarity,"  that  is,  a  coin  that  is 
plentiful  in  circulated  grades,  but  at  this  high  Mint  State  echelon 
is  seldom  seen  or  offered  for  sale. 


1916- D  AU-55 . 19.00 

1917- D  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant,  “flashy”  lustre. 

Some  tinges  of  natural  toning  are  just  beginning  to 
appear.  Overall,  one  of  the  nicest  we  have  seen  of 
this  issue,  plentiful  in  lower  grades,  but  decidedly 
elusive  at  this  level . 795.00 

1917-D  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 275.00 

1917- D  MS-65  RB  (PCGS) . 275.00 

1918- S  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Nearly  full  original  red. 

An  outstanding  specimen.  Sharply  struck  and  very 
beautiful .  1,350.00 


Superb  Gem  1920-D  Cent 


1920-D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  One  of  the  very  finest 
known  specimens,  fully  brilliant,  lustrous,  and 
well  struck . 3,995.00 

1920- S  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 165.00 

1921- S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Sharper  at  the  cen¬ 

ters  than  generally  encountered  for  this  date. 
Frosty  red  surfaces  display  a  pleasing  woodgrain 
effect . 675.00 

1921-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Strong  strike.  One  of  the 
key  dates  in  the  series  in  this  grade . 235.00 


Popular  “1922  Plain”  Cent 


1922  No  D.  EF-45  (ANACS).  Lustrous  brown 
surfaces.  Absent  the  D,  but  otherwise  quite  a  bit 
sharper  on  obverse  and  reverse  than  usually 

seen .  2,650.00 

The  1922  cent  without  a  visible  D  was  produced  from  a 
filled-in  1922-Ddieatthe  Denver  Mint.  Inasmuch  as  there  were 
no  1922  Philadelphia  Mint  coins  produced  this  year,  the  D-less 
1922-D,  the  “1922  Plain,”  has  fdled  a  special  need  with  numis¬ 
matists  over  the  years. 

1924  MS-65  RD.  About  as  nice  as  the  day  it  was 
minted! . 1 55.00 

1924-D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  This  specimen  is  nearly 
fully  brilliant  and  is  one  of  the  nicest  we  have 
seen.  Further,  it  is  sharply  struck,  an  unusual 
situation  for  a  1924-D.  All  in  all,  here  is  a  coin 
that  will  represent  a  major  find  for  the  advanced 
specialist . 695.00 

Much  scarcer  in  our  opinion  than  current  catalogue  values 
indicate. 

1924-D  MS-64  BN.  A  lustrous  chocolate  brown 
specimen  of  a  desirable  branch  mint  issue. 
Quite  rare  in  higher  levels  of  Mint  State  such 


as  this . 395.00 

1924-D  MS-63  BN.  Scarce  so  fine . 295.00 

1926-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 495.00 


1927-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  scarce  branch  mint 


issue  at  this  gem  grade  level.  Well  struck.  Another 

item  for  the  advanced  specialist . 875.00 

1928-S  MS-60 .  55.00 

1 930  MS-64  RB.  We  have  about  1 0  specimens  from  an 
original  bank-wrapped  roll.  Buy  one  for: ...  12.00 

1930  MS-63  RB . 9.00 

193 1-D  MS-65  RD . 350.00 

193 1-D  AU-55 .  32.00 

193 1-S  MS-65  RD . 250.00 


1 93 1  -S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) .  A  brilliant  gem  specimen 


of  this  popular  low-mintage  date . 139.00 

1932  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 55.00 

1934-D  MS-65  RD . 39.00 

1950  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  First  issue  of  the  new 

Proof  series . 45.00 

1951  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS) . 55.00 

1955  Double  Die.  AU-58  BN  (NGC).  Some  traces  of 

mint  red  are  still  visible . 695.00 

1 983  Double  Die.  MS-63  RB.  Popular  modern  scarce 

variety . 210.00 

1984  Doubled  Die.  MS-63  RB . 190.00 


Two-Cent  Pieces 


1864-1873 


Two-cent  pieces,  minted  from  1864-1873  inclu¬ 
sive,  comprise  a  short  set  with  just  two  rarities,  the 
1 864  Small  Motto  and  the  1 873.  Several  die  varieties 
exist  within  the  date  range.  The  connoisseur  will  pick 
and  choose  carefully,  as  quality  varies  among  vendors. 
Pieces  with  attractive  surfaces  are  difficult  to  find  for 
some  varieties,  although  the  price  may  not  necessarily 
be  expensive. 

1 864  Large  Motto.  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  Sharply  struck 

with  superb  tan  lustrous  surfaces . 750.00 

1864  Large  Motto.  AU-58  BN  (NGC) . 65.00 

1864  Large  Motto.  EF-45 . 39.00 

1865  Fancy  5  in  date.  MS-63  BN . 85.00 

1868  MS-63  BN  with  tinges  of  mint  red.  ...  185.00 

1869  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  A  scarce  and  desirable 

two-cent  piece . 995.00 

1870  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Much  more  “R”  than  “B”; 

in  fact,  it  is  nearly  full  original  mint  red!  A  blazing 
beauty!  . 465.00 

1871  MS-63  BN.  Lustrous . 275.00 

Technical  variety  (per  Kevin  Flynn)  KF-4-TDO. 


“A  Real  Coup  ” 

I  enjoy  your  magazine,  as  I  have  said 
before.  I  like  the  articles.  I  thought  the 
feature  by  John  R.  Deecken,  “How  I  De¬ 
signed  the  1992  Olympic  Commemora¬ 
tive”  was  a  real  coup. 

Sincerely,  (R.L.) 
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NICKEL  AND  SILVER  THREE-CENT  PIECES 


Nickel  3<£  Pieces 


1865-1889 


Nickel  three-cent  pieces  were  minted  from  1 865  to 
1 889,  beginning  at  a  time  when  silver  coins  had  been 
hoarded  and  withdrawn  from  circulation.  Proofs  exist 
of  all  dates,  and  are  scarce,  particularly  for  the  issues 
from  1865-1878. 

If  you  are  collecting  higher  grade  nickel  three-cent 
pieces,  we  recommend  selecting  brilliant  or  lightly 
toned  pieces,  well  struck,  and  without  spotting.  There 
are  no  prime  rarities  in  this  series,  and  thus  the 
formation  of  a  complete  collection  is  a  possibility, 
although  the  1877,  1878,  and  two  issues  of  1887  are 
considered  to  be  particularly  elusive. 

1865  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Impor¬ 
tant  as  the  first  year  of  issue . 875.00 

1865  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  frosty.  .875.00 

1865  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  gold . 285.00 

1865  Breen-2413.  Double  punched  date.  AU- 
58 .  65.00 

1865  AU-58  (PCGS),.  Brilliant . 65.00 

1866  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Scarce  in  higher  grades 

such  as  this .  995.00 

1870  MS-64  (NGC).  A  popular  date.  Pale  golden 
gray  surfaces  with  strong  lustre . 295.00 

1875  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 215.00 

1876  AU-55.  Much  lustre.  Brilliant . 99.00 

1878  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  coin  of  hand¬ 
picked  quality . 695.00 

The  1 878  is  one  of  the  key  issues  of  the  series,  and  was  made 
only  in  Proof  format  (without  accompanying  business  strikes). 


1882  VF-20 . 95.00 

1884  MS-62.  Very  attractive.  Rare  so  fine!  ..625.00 
1887  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  beautiful. .  525.00 

This  is  the  rarest  Proof  nickel  three-cent  piece  of  its  era, 
although  very  few  people  realize  it.  In  1887,  the  Proof  mintage 
of  this  denomination  amounted  to  2,960  pieces.  However,  of 
this  figure,  probably  about  2,000  were  of  the  1 887/6  overdate 
variety,  leaving  1 ,000  or  fewer  of  the  regular  1 887  coins. 

1887  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.695.00 
1889  MS-63.  Frosty . 450.00 


Silver  3<t  Pieces 


ki _ ... 

1851-1873 


Silver  three-cent  pieces  were  struck  from  1851- 
1873  inclusive,  and  were  made  in  three  different 
design  types  (1851-1853,  1854-1858,  and  1859- 
1873).  Specimens  can  be  collected  in  various  grades 
for  years  from  1851-1862.  After  that,  most  known 
examples  are  Proofs  minted  for  collectors;  business 
strikes  are  very  rare.  There  is  only  one  branch  mint 
issue  in  this  series,  the  1851-0  from  New  Orleans. 


Outstanding  Gem  1854  3<f 


1854  MS-65  (NGC).  First  year  of  the  elusive  Type  II 
design.  Attractive  iridescent  toning.  Sharply  struck, 
and  especially  desirable  as  such.  A  prize  item  for 
the  connoisseur! .  5,475.00 


Lustrous  Gem  1855  3<  Rarity 


1855  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces.  I  he 
lowest  mintage  date  of  the  1854-1858  Type  II 
design .  3,650.00 

1855  EF-40.  Rare  in  all  grades . 159.00 

1856  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  most 

important  of  all,  quite  well  struck  (this  date  is 
typically  is  weakly  struck).  A  very  beautiful,  very 
important  coin.  Scarce  date . 2,150.00 

1 857  AU-50.  Light  gray  toning.  Some  mint  lustre  still 

remains.  Scarce  date . 250.00 

1861  MS-65  (NGC).  Very  lustrous  and  frosty.  At¬ 
tractive  delicate  golden  toning .  1,275.00 

1861  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  glittering  silver  gem  with 
just  a  hint  of  pale  golden  toning.  Well-struck  for 
the  issue,  with  a  slight  weakness  on  the  reverse  (not 


unusual  for  this  date) .  1,275.00 

1 862/ 1  MS-63.  Attractive  iridescent  toning  over  highly 
lustrous  surfaces . 395.00 


As  obvious  as  this  overdate  is  under  magnification,  it  was 
not  generally  known  until  recent  decades.  Walter  Breen  records 
that  the  variety  was  first  identified  by  John  Cobb  in  1963. 

1862  MS-63.  Richly  toned  in  shades  of  gunmetal- 

blue  and  violet . 350.00 

1867  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  ofgolden 
and  iridescent  toning.  A  gorgeous  specimen  of  a 
really  rare  date! . 995.00 


Another  Satisfied  Customer 

The  following  is  from  M.S.F.,  Ph.D.: 

“Dear  Mr.  Bowers: 

“This  is  another  one  of  the  manv  letters 

/ 

you  receive  from  satisfied  customers. 

“I  was  the  winning  mail-in  bid  on  lot 
#2579,  an  1876-CC  Double  Die  Reverse 
T rade  dollar,  from  your  recent  Salisbury  & 
Wood  Collection  auction  on  September 
12-14,  1994  in  New  York  City. 

“I  was  both  surprised  and  astonished  at 
the  incredible  beauty  and  quality  of  the 
dollar  you  sent  me.  Apparently  you  were 
quite  conservative  in  your  grading  of  this 
piece.  Your  lot  description  was  amazingly 
accurate  and  although  this  piece  was  de¬ 
scribed  as  lightly  brushed,  the  coin  was 
struck  sharply  and  with  great  lustre,  mak¬ 
ing  this  rarity  the  finest  specimen  I  have 
ever  seen,  hairlines  or  not! 

“I  just  wanted  to  say  thank  you  for  your 
efforts  to  offer  coins  like  these  in  your 
auctions,  and  to  let  you  know  that  I  will  not 
hesitate  to  continue  to  place  mail  bids  in 
your  future  auctions. 

“Thank  you. 


View  of  Chatham  Street,  lower  New  York  City,  in  the  mid- 1 9th  century.  During  the  era, 
numerous  merchants  in  the  vicinity  issued  store  cards  and  tokens.  ( Frank  Leslie's  Illustrated 
Newspaper,  January  23,  1869). 
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1872  Proot-64  (PCGS).  Superb  delicate  toning  over 
deep  mirror  Proof  surfaces.  A  really  outstanding 

specimen! .  995.00 

1 8“'3  Proof-62  (PCGS).  A  Proof-only  issue,  one  of 
just  600  specimens  coined  in  the  final  year  of  the 
silver  three-cent  series.  Reflective  fields  and  lightly 
frosty  design  elements  toned  in  attractive  shades  of 
iridescent  rose  and  gold .  1,200.00 


Nickel  5<£  Pieces 


- 1 J. _ 21 _ 

1866  to  Date 


Shield  Nickels 

Shield  nickels  were  produced  from  1866-1883  inclu¬ 
sive.  All  specimens  of  1 866  and  a  few  of  1 867  were 
struck  with  rays  on  the  reverse.  Later  issues  have  no  rays. 

There  were  many  problems  encountered  at  the  Mint 
when  striking  Shield  nickels.  As  a  result,  dies  wore 
quickly  and  often  shattered.  The  typical  Mint  State 
specimen,  viewed  under  magnification,  is  apt  to  show 
a  number  of  die  breaks,  repunchings,  and  other  evi¬ 
dences  of  this,  some  of  which  can  be  quite  fascinating. 
Proofs  are  available  of  all  dates,  although  the  1866  is 
scarce  and  the  1 867  With  Rays  is  a  major  rarity. 


1866  MS-65  (PCGS).  First  year  of  issue.  Sharply 
struck  (very  unusual  for  this  date),  frosty,  and 


lustrous.  A  premium  quality  example. .  2,350.00 
1866  With  Rays.  AU-50 .  150.00 

1866  With  Rays.  VF-30 . 45.00 

1867  With  Rays.  MS-63.  Very  scarce . 540.00 

1868  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces.  295.00 

1868  AU-50 .  59.00 

1868  EF-40 . 32.00 

1870  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 295. 00 

1874  AU-50 . 79.00 

1876  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Centennial  year . 495.00 

1 876  MS-63.  Slight  obverse  die  doubling.  ..  295.00 


1881  Proof-65  (NGC).  Superb  mirror  surfaces.  Bril¬ 
liant.  An  especially  appealing  example  of  one  of 
the  lowest  mintage  dates  in  the  nickel  five-cent 

series .  875.00 

1881  MS-65  (PCGS).  Very  rare  in  business  strike 
form.  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  attractive.  A  prize  for 
the  specialist .  1,495.00 

Whereas  Proofs  were  saved  as  a  matter  of  course  by  numis¬ 
matists  who  paid  a  premium  for  them,  business  strikes  were 
generally  ignored. 

1883/2  Overdate.  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Silver 
gray  surfaces  display  warm  golden  toning  and 

frosty  cartwheel  lustre . 825.00 

Breen-2526,  with  remnants  of  2  in  field  between  second  8 
and  3  in  date. 

1883  Shield.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Deep  mirror  Proof 
surfaces.  Brilliant.  Outstanding  quality!  .895.00 
1883  Shield.  Proof-64.  Brilliant,  beautiful. ..  425.00 


1 883  Shield.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  frosty, 
and  sharply  struck . 795.00 

Liberty  Head  Nickels 

Liberty  Flead  nickels  were  struck  for  circulation 
from  1 883-1912,  and  in  a  special  limited  edition  for 
collectors  (just  five  pieces)  in  1913. 

The  relatively  inexpensive  1883  nickel  without 
CENTS  on  the  reverse  is  one  of  the  most  famous  coins 
in  American  coinage,  as  it  represents  a  mint  design 
error.  The  public  thought  that  these  would  become 
very  valuable,  and  coins  were  hoarded  in  quantity. 
Today,  this  is  one  of  the  most  available  Liberty  nickels 
as  a  result.  Scarce  issues  include  1885,  1886,  1912-S, 
although  a  number  of  others  are  hard  to  find  in  higher 
grades.  In  your  editor’s  opinion,  this  is  one  of  the  most 
attractive  issues  in  American  coinage. 

1 883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  Proof-64.  First  type  of  the 

year . 475.00 

1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  Proof-63.  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  with  sharp  frosty  devices  and  nicely  reflective 

fields . 315.00 

1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (NGC).  495.00 
1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-64  (NGC).  ..99.00 
1 883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-64  (PCGS) .  Brilliant. 
We  just  bought  a  very  nice  group  of  these  and  offer 

them  for,  each . 99.00 

1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-63 . 45.00 

1883  Liberty.  With  CENTS.  AU-55 . 79.00 

1884  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 325.00 

1884  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  With  attractive  ton¬ 
ing .  259.00 

1884  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  beautiful,  delicate 

toning .  275.00 

1884  MS-63.  Variety  with  1  and  8  in  date  repunched. 
Lustrous  golden  surfaces . 215.00 


1885  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate  lustrous 
blue  toning.  A  frosty  specimen  of  an  issue  which  in 
this  grade  is  exceedingly  rare . 2,295.00 

On  the  average,  a  year  or  more  elapses  between  our  having 
an  MS-65  1885  nickel  in  stock;  in  high-grade  business  strike 
grades  the  1885  is  much  rarer  than  equivalent  Proofs. 

1885  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  light  golden  and  irides¬ 
cent  toning.  Incredibly  difficult  to  find  in  Mint 


State . 995.00 

1890  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 350.00 

1890  MS-64 . 245.00 

1890  MS-63  (NGC) . 175.00 

1890  MS-63  (PCGS) . 175.00 


Order  it  today 
Enjoy  it  tomorrow 

Ask  about  overnight  delivery 


1891  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 335.00 

1891  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  gold  toning.  245.00 
1894  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275.00 

1894  MS-62  (PCI).  Frosty  and  attractive.  ...225.00 

1895  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 675.00 

1896  Proof-64  (PCGS) .  395.00 

1899  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  625.00 

1900  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous . 185.00 

1901  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  625.00 

1903  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous,  attractive. ...  625.00 

1904  Proof-65  (NGC) .  595.00 

1904  Proof-64  (PCGS) .  350.00 

1904  MS-65  (NGC).  A  glittering  specimen.  625.00 

1905  AU-58  (NGC) . 70.00 

1908  MS-65.  A  gem  specimen . 625.00 

1909  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning. .  335.00 

1911  MS-64 .  165.00 

1911  MS-64  (NGC) . 165.00 

1912  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165.00 


1912-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  very  pleasing  specimen  of 
this  rare  variety .  1,995.00 

With  its  mintage  of  just  238,000  pieces,  the  1912-S  has  the 
lowest  production  quantity  of  any  business  strike  in  the  regular 
1883-1912  Liberty  Head  nickel  series.  At  the  time  of  issue,  the 
variety  was  recognized  as  rare,  and  almost  immediately  sold  for 
a  premium.  However,  collecting  nickels  by  mintmark  variety  did 
not  become  popular  until  the  1930s,  when  the  Raymond  “Na¬ 
tional"  album  pages  achieved  wide  distribution.  By  that  time, 
most  1 9 1 2-S  nickels  had  long  since  disappeared  into  circulation. 
Today,  Mint  State  specimens  can  be  called  scarce,  if  not  rare.  All 
authentic  1 9 1 2-S  nickels  are  somewhat  lightly  defined  in  the  hair 
details  on  the  high  point  of  the  obverse,  a  hallmark  enabling  the 
experienced  eye  to  identify  a  1912-S  nickel  without  even  seeing 
the  mintmark  on  the  reverse!  Apparently,  all  pieces  were  struck 
from  a  single  obverse  die;  we  have  never  seen  any  with  other  die 
characteristics. 

1912-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Attractive  iridescent  toning. 


A  splendid  coin . 1,150.00 

1912-S  VF-20 . 289.00 

1912-S  F-12 . 95.00 


Buffalo  Nickels 

Buffalo  nickels  are  very  popular,  and  we  endeavor  to 
maintain  a  nice  inventory  of  them,  as  acquisition 
opportunities  present  themselves.  More  so  than  for 
any  other  series  of  this  denomination,  quite  a  bit  of 
picking  and  choosing  is  needed  to  select  nice  Buffalo 
nickels. 

The  present  offering  combines  a  number  of  the 
more  available,  inexpensive  issues  in  high  grades, 
together  with  some  rare  mintmarked  varieties  in  Mint 
State.  You  will  like  our  quality  and  value. 


1913  Type  I.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 95.00 

1913  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS) . 95.00 

1913  Type  I.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45.00 

191 3-D  Type  I.  MS-65  (NGC) . 265.00 


1913  Type  II.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1 10.00 

1 9 1 3-D  Type  II.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  .  195.00 
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NICKEL  FIVE  CENT  PIECES 


191 3-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous 

with  pleasing  light  toning .  523.00 

Years  ago,  the  191 3-S  Type  II  was  considered  to  be  one  of 
the  top  half  dozen  rarities  in  the  series.  Since  then,  the  issue  has 
received  virtually  no  publicity,  and  has  been  overlooked.  How¬ 
ever,  examples  are  more  elusive  today  than  ever. 

191 3-S  Type  II  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with 
light  golden  toning.  Key  issue,  scarce  in  any 


grade . 415.00 

1914  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  satiny . 135.00 

1914-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Quite  well-struck  and  lus¬ 
trous . 675.00 

1914- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning. .  325.00 

1915  MS-65.  Brilliant . 375.00 

1915  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375.00 

1915  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135.00 

1915  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 135.00 

1915  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces.  Sharply 

struck . 135.00 

1915- D  MS-60 .  175.00 


Lustrous  Gem  191 5-S  54 


1915- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  lustrous  surfaces 

with  a  whisper  of  toning.  Very  rare  at  this  grade 
level.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur . 2,850.00 

1916  MS-64  (PCGS) . 95.00 

1916- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  surfaces 

display  attractive  rose  highlights . 475.00 


1916-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive. 
Light  golden  toning . 245.00 

1916- S  MS-60 . 149.00 

1917  MS-64 .  195.00 

1917  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 195.00 

1917- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Evenly  toned  in  iridescent 

gold.  Well-struck  and  aesthetically  appealing.  A 
desirable  branch  mint  issue .  550.00 

1917-D  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous.  Nicer  than  the 

grade  implies . 295.00 

1917-S  EF-40.  Typical  weak  strike  (sorry  about  that, 
but  the  price  reflects  it) . 99.00 


1918  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces 

with  delicate  golden  toning .  1,850.00 

1919  MS-65  (NGC).  Attractively  toned . 495.00 

1919  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lustrous  gem . 185.00 

1919-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Scarce  and  desirable,  par¬ 
ticularly  at  the  choice  Uncirculated  level.  You’ll 
really  like  this  beauty! . 995.00 

1920  MS-64  (PCGS).  Well-struck  and  fully  lus¬ 
trous . 199.00 

1920  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99.00 

1923  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  and  attractive 
nickel . 219.00 

1923- S  MS-63.  A  scarce  branch  mint  issue.  Lustrous 

golden  surfaces . 750.00 

1924- S  AU-55.  A  very  beautiful  coin,  far  above 


average  in  striking  qualiry,  with  S  mintmark 
one  of  the  boldest  seen,  and  with  most  original 
mint  lustre  remaining  in  the  fields.  A  prize 


item! . ]  ,895. 00 

1927  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95.00 

1927-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 425. 00 

1927-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  . 1 ,250.00 


In  our  opinion,  1927-S  is  considerably  scarcer  than  current 
market  values  indicate,  thus  offering  an  important  opportunity 
Even  decades  ago  when  Buffalo  nickels  were  more  plentiful  than 
they  are  now,  we  encountered  Mint  State  1927-S  coins  only  at 
widely  spaced  intervals. 

1928  AU-50 . 19.00 

1928-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 139.00 

1 928-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractively  toned  and  highly 

lustrous . 139.00 

1928-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  toning  over 
lustrous  surfaces.  Quite  attractive . 575.00 

1928- S  MS-60 .  235.00 

1929- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475.00 

1929-S  MS-64 .  179.00 

1929-S  MS-63. Brilliant . 75.00 

1929- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 65.00 

1930- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  595.00 

1930- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Brilliant.  135.00 

1931- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 250.00 

1931-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem . 250.00 

The  1931-S  has  the  lowest  mintage  figure  of  the  1930s  in 
this  series;  just  1 .2  million  pieces  were  struck. 

1934- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  295.00 

1935- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty.  ...475.00 

1935-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty . 210.00 

1936  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75.00 

1937  MS-65.  Brilliant,  frosty . 39.00 

1937-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty . 1 19.00 

1937-D  3-Legged.  AU-50.  Iridescent  rose  highlights 

on  lustrous  surfaces . 765.00 

1937-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty . 345.00 

1937-S  MS-65.  Brilliant,  frosty . 69.00 

1937- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty . 69.00 

1938- D  Buffalo.  MS-65.  Brilliant,  frosty . 39.00 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 

frosty . 39.00 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-64.  Brilliant,  frosty . 24.00 

1938-D/S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Glittering  golden  sur¬ 
faces.  Famous  and  very  popular  “overmintmark” 
variety  from  the  final  year  of  coinage  of  the 
series .  265.00 

Jefferson  Nickels 

1938-D  Jefferson.  MS-63 . 6.00 

1938-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . "  00 

1942  Type  I.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59.00 

1942-P  Type  II.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1 19.00 
1853  Proof-67  (PCGS) . 45.00 


Order  It  Today 
Enjoy  It  Tomonoiv 

Take  advantage  of  our  Federal  Express 
next-day  delivery.  Freeon  ordersover  S3  00, 
only  S10  on  orders  under  that  amount. 


All  Set  To  Travel 


Our  staff  is  all  set  to  travel  in  1 995  to  buy  more  choice  coins  and  collections  for 
our  inventory  and  clientele.  Do  you  have  your  want  list  on  file  with  Gail  Watson? 
If  not,  now  is  a  great  time  to  send  it.  In  that  way,  you’ll  have  first  chance  on 
anything  we  buy  that  you  can  use — and  we  really  expect  to  be  buying  a  lot  (in  fact, 
we  may  have  to  get  a  few  more  wagons  to  help  haul  the  coins  to  our  bank). 
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At  the  date  of  the  first  census,  1790,  the  territory  of  the 
United  States  extended  from  the  Atlantic  seaboard  to  the 
Mississippi  River,  embracing  an  area  of 867,980  square  miles. 

The  Louisiana  Purchase  in  1803  added  827,987  square 
miles  nearly  doubling  the  extent  of  the  territory. 

Washington,  Jefferson  and  other  public  men  had  great 
concern  about  improvement  to  our  land  and  water  transpor¬ 
tation.  The  excessive  cost  of  transportation  was  first  seen 
when  engaging  in  domestic  commerce.  Grain  was  a  compara¬ 
tively  low  priced  product  and  under  favorable  conditions  the 
cost  of  transporting  it  by  road  was  $10  a  ton  per  hundred 
miles.  Such  costs  prohibited  long  hauls  as  unprofitable,  so 
many  areas  were  cut  off  from  a  good  market. 

This  isolation  kept  commerce  localized  and 
early  coinage  was  rarely  seen.  The  lack  of  an 
accessible  market  meant  that  goods  produced 
by  each  farm  or  village  were  simply  for  its  own 
consumption. 

Every  farmer  was  too  busy  for  strictly  agri¬ 
cultural  operations,  his  ability  as  a  “jack-of-all- 
trades”  was  distinctly  a  product  of  the  eco¬ 
nomic  environment.  He  did  many  odd  jobs, 
such  as:  building  and  repairing  buildings,  lay¬ 
ing  walls,  stoning  up  wells,  fencing,  butcher¬ 
ing,  making  axe  handles  and  other  wooden 
tools,  splitting  barrel  staves,  and  shingles,  tanning  leather  and 
working  in  his  fields.  Occasionally  he  performed  some  of 
these  tasks  for  a  neighbor,  who  often  repaid  him  in  trade 
rather  than  currency.  The  only  coinage  circulating  in  these 
back  country  farms  and  villages  was  early  foreign  coins,  as  our 
country’s  new  coinage  seldom  reached  these  isolated  areas. 

From  about  1810  to  1840  America  went  on  a  road 
building  binge,  which  had  a  major  effect  on  our  economy. 
The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the 
subject  of  public  roads  of  1 808,  states:  “The  common 
roads  of  the  United  States  are  inferior  to  those 
of  any  other  civilized  country.  Some  of 
these  defects  are  indeed  the  unavoidable 
results  of  the  scantiness  of  capital  and  affo  . 
labor  in  a  new  country,  but  most  of 
them  arise  from  an  ignorance  of  the  true 
principles  of  road  making.”  All  the  early 
roads  in  this  country  were  poor,  town 
governments  were  entrusted  with  building 


and  repairing  them,  yet,  no  taxes  were  col¬ 
lected  for  this  purpose.  These  roads  were 
often  made  from  soil  and  leaves  ploughed  up 
from  the  edge  of  the  roadway. 

The  United  States  Mint  report  of  1825 
states:  “Copper  coins  being  transported  at 
the  expense  and  risk  of  the  government  to  all 
of  this  country,  may  be  expected  to  increase 
with  the  improvements  of  our  roads.” 

The  introduction  of  plank  roads  in  this 
country  was  due  to  George  Geddes,  and 
the  first  example  of  built  in  1837  at  Syra¬ 
cuse,  New  York.  The  advantages  of  plank 
roads  were  that  a  farmer  could  carry  an 
increased  load  to  a  more  distant  market, 
more  cheaply,  thus  benefiting  the  con¬ 
sumer.  This  also  provided  the  farmer  with 
currency  for  commodities  which  could  not  be  produced  on 
the  farm.  Chief  among  these  were  iron  pots,  nail  rods,  salt, 
cloth,  earthen  jugs  and  occasionally  molasses,  rum  and  tea. 
These  roads  were  often  called  “farmers  railroads”  and  seemed 
to  be  very  popular. 

Better  roads  called  “turnpike  roads”  were  built  by  companies 
organized  for  the  job.  These  roads  were  made  of  small  pieces  of 
stone  spread  over  a  crowned  surface  of  soil,  clay  and  sand  which 
produced  a  first  class  road.  Capital  was  not  readily  forthcoming 
for  new  road  projects  so  many  companies  were  unable  to  begin 
and  forfeited  their  charters. 

By  1840  there  were  2,818  miles  of  railroad  in  this  country, 

almost  entirely  oflines  radiating  from 
cities  on  the  Atlantic  coast.  The  first 
American-made  locomotive  was 
made  at  West  Point,  New  York  and 
began  running  in  November  1830. 
Early  locomotives  were  feeble  affairs 
and  managers  of  some  companies 
had  so  little  confidence  in  them  they 
sent  along  a  horse  car,  that  was  ready 
in  case  of  a  breakdown.  According 
to  a  newspaper  of  1831,  “it  was 
found  necessary  on  the  Mohawk 
and  Hudson  to  withdraw  the  loco¬ 
motive  engines  during  the  winter  and  use  the  horses.” 

The  average  freight  cost  by  railroad  was  7.5  cents  per  ton- 
mile  according  to  Daggetts  “Railroad  Guide”  for  1848. 

Investing  in  new  railroads  westward  was  slowed  by  the 
financial  depression  of  1 837  to  1 842.  Only  in  New  England  was 
there  even  a  fairly  steady  supply  of  capital,  and  that,  on  the  whole 
was  chiefly  for  local  roads. 

Bullion  being  transported  to  the  mints  and  assay  offices  was 
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also  costly,  so  these  establishments  were  constructed  near  larger 
mining  areas. 

In  his  Mint  report  of  1864,  James  Pollock  said:  “The  efficiency  and 
usefulness  of  our  branch  mints  and  assay  offices  would  be  greatly 
increased  if  a  safe  and  expeditious  mode  of  transportation  could  be 
secured.  An  overland  route  of 600  miles  is  a  formidable  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  commercial  intercourse  with  our  cities  and  markets.  In  addition, 
the  hostility  of  the  Indian  tribes  along  some  routes  has  increased  the 
difficulty  and  danger  of  inter-communication  and  the  transportation 
of  bullion.” 

By  the  1 860s,  railroads  had  interconnected  and  reached  as  far  west 
as  the  Mississippi.  Railroads  leading  westward  towards  heavy  mining 
areas  were  slowed  some  with  the  start  of  the  Civil  War.  However  by 
1 869  two  railroads,  one  from  the  Atlantic  and  one  from  the  Pacific  met 
at  Ogden,  Utah.  Flags  were  exhibited,  cannons  fired,  and  meetings 
were  held  everywhere  to  celebrate  the  completion  of  the  great  national 


work.  In  1876  railroads  were  operating  over  77,000  miles,  and 
competition  had  begun  between  companies  which  started  reducing 
charges  and  expanding  trade. 

I  he  well  known  name  Wells  Fargo  and  Co.  is  mentioned  many 
times  in  the  1 878  Mint  Report.  1  his  company  transported  much  of  the 
gold  and  silver  bullion  from  private  smelters  to  government  assay 
offices  and  mints.  I  he  mint  was  busy  keeping  up  with  the  increased 
demand  for  coinage  as  our  economic  environment  both  foreign  and 
domestic  increased. 

Transportation  brought  new  and  up-to-date  methods  and  equip¬ 
ment  to  fertile  land  throughout  this  country  and  created  a  reachable 
market  for  our  farmers. 

So  young  a  country,  without  wealth,  without  capital,  a  region 
inhabited  almost  exclusively  at  first  by  farmers,  had  established  a 
transportation  network  which  in  turn  stimulated  our  domestic  com¬ 
merce  and  circulated  our  coinage. 
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New  Carson  City 
Gold  Book 
Is  On  The  Press! 

Gold  Coins  of  The  Old  West ,  The  Carson  City  Mint  1870- 
1893  by  Douglas  Winter  and  Lawrence  E.  Cutler,  M.D. 

Now  being  printed,  and  ready  to  mail  in  early  1995,  this  valuable 
new  reference  covers  each  issue  from  the  first  1870-CC  $5  gold  hall 
eagle  to  the  last,  the  1893-CC  $20  gold  double  eagle,  and  everything 
in  between.  It  illustrates  and  discusses  each  issue  in  depth,  including 
mintage  quantity,  estimated  rarity,  survival  in  various  grades,  striking 
information,  and  other  facts  that  will  make  this  volume  important  to 
anyone  who  has  even  a  single  gold  coin  from  this  far  western  mint. 

Douglas  Winter,  well-known  gold  specialist,  earlier  researched  and 
wrote  definitive  books  on  gold  coins  of  the  Charlotte  and  New 
Orleans  Mints.  The  present  volume  is  the  third  gold  leather  in  his 
cap.  Dr.  Lawrence  Cutler  has  approached  the  subject  from  a 
collector’s  point  of  view,  and  contributes  valuable  insights  and 
research  notes. 

Call  toll-free,  1-800-222-5993,  and  ask  for  Doug  or  Mary  in  our 
Publications  Department  to  place  your  pre-publication  order!  Or, 
use  the  handy  coupon  on  the  last  page  of  this  Rare  C  oin  Review. 
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Coins  for  Sale 


Half  Dimes 


There  are  two  important  reference  books  in  the 
half  dime  series.  Daniel  W.  Valentine’s  study,  United 
States  Half  Dimes,  describes  issues  from  1794-1837 
(“V”  numbers),  while  an  informative  volume  by  A1 
Blythe,  The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half 
Dimes,  is  useful  for  the  collector  of  later  issues. 

1833  Valentine-3.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Attractive  irides¬ 
cent  toning . 165.00 

1834  V-3.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  iridescence. 

Most  features  show  bold  definition . 325.00 

1834  V-3.  VF-35 . 75.00 

1835  V-6.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty,  lustrous. 

A  pleasing  specimen  of  the  variety .  1,095.00 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

1837  Liberty  Seated,  No  Stars.  AU-50.  Fight  golden 
toning.  The  reverse,  if  graded  separately,  would 
merit  AU-55 .  375.00 

Type  produced  in  1837  (Philadelphia)  and  1838-0  (New 
Orleans)  only;  inspired  by  Christian  Gobrecht's  magnificent 
starless  obverse  silver  dollar  of  1836. 


Gem  1838  Small  Stars 


1838  No  Drapery,  Small  Stars.  MS-65  (NGC).  An 
attractive  specimen,  lustrous.  Multiples  rarer  than 
the  Farge  Stars  variety.  The  connoisseur  will  ap¬ 
preciate  this  one! . 3,750.00 

This  variety  was  discovered  by  our  Research  Department  in 
the  1 950s.  The  first  known  specimen  went  into  the  collection  of 
Ambassador  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb. 


Dazzling  Gem  1839  Half  Dime 


1839  No  Drapery.  MS-65  (NGC).  Beautiful  light 
iridescent  toning.  A  superb,  dazzling  gem  speci¬ 
men!  The  connoisseur  will  appreciate  this  for  a 
type  set  or  specialized  collection . 2,450.00 


1844  V-3b.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Partly  repunched  date. 
Light  lilac  and  gray  toning  over  frosty  surfaces.  An 
outstanding  example . 2,350.00 

1 844  MS-64  (NGC).  A  well  struck,  frosty,  and  beau¬ 

tiful  gem.  Delicate  toning.  Not  easy  to  find  in  this 
grade . 695.00 

1844-0  EF-45  (NGC) .  1,095.00 

1845  MS-64  (NGC).  A  splendid  coin  with  gor¬ 
geous  electric  blue  toning  around  the  rims, 
changing  to  magenta  and  brilliant  at  the  cen¬ 
ters.  Undoubtedly  from  an  old-time  collection. 


You’ll  like  this  one! .  890.00 

1852-0  AU-50.  Partially  lustrous  surfaces.  Very  dif¬ 
ficult  to  locate  in  higher  grades . 575.00 


1853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  surfaces 
with  delicate  champagne  toning.  A  brilliant  gem 

that  will  please  the  specialist . 2,195.00 

Shortly  after  1850,  the  price  of  silver  began  to  rise  on  the 
international  market.  By  early  1853,  the  situation  was  unten¬ 
able.  United  States  silver  coins  of  the  denominations  from  half 
dime  through  silver  dollar  (not  including  the  lower  denomina¬ 
tion  three-cent  piece,  made  of  a  different  alloy)  became  worth 
more  in  bullion  value  than  in  face  value!  As  such,  pieces  put  into 
circulation  would  be  immediately  melted.  For  this  reason,  the 
Mint  is  believed  to  have  destroyed  substantial  portions  of  the 
already  low  mintage  of  the  Without  Arrows  silver  coinage  of  the 
half  dime,  dime,  and  quarter.  The  Act  of  February  21,  1853 
reduced  the  authorized  weight  of  the  denominations  half  dime 
through  half  dollar,  after  which  coins  made  to  the  new  standard 
circulated  freely. 

1853  No  Arrows.  EF-40.  Another  specimen  of  this 
scarce  and  eagerly  sought  variety.  What  a  price 
difference  grade  makes!  A  good  value.  215.00 
1853  Arrows.  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces  with 
attractive  light  toning.  A  splendid  coin.  .375.00 
1853  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 375.00 

Arrows  were  added  alongside  the  date  of  silver  coins  to 
indicate  their  compliance  with  the  Act  of  Feb.  21,  1853.  Arrows 
remained  only  until  1855,  after  which  they  were  discontinued 
(but  the  authorized  weight  remained  the  same). 


1 853  Arrows.  EF-45 .  59.00 

1854  Arrows.  AU-50 . 110.00 


1855  Arrows.  MS-62.  Heavily  clashed  dies.275.00 

Clash  marks,  prevalent  on  silver  coinages  of  the  1850s 
and  18600s  and  somewhat  scarcer  on  other  denominations, 
were  caused  by  the  two  dies  coming  together  in  the  coining 
press  without  an  intervening  planchet.  Traces  of  the  obverse 
die  were  impacted  upon  the  reverse  die,  and  vice  versa.  Coins 
subsequently  struck  from  the  die  pair  thus  showed  traces  of 
the  opposite  die. 

1 855- 0  Arrows.  AU-50.  Well  defined  design  details. 

Silver  gray  surfaces . 350.00 

1856- 0  MS-62.  A  sharp  and  lustrous  specimen  of  a 


popular  branch  mint  issue.  Reflective  surfaces  and 
frosty  devices  display  strong  cartwheel  lustre  and 
warm  golden  toning.  Choice . 600.00 

As  a  general  rule,  New  Orleans  Mint  half  dime.s  in  Mint 
State  are  much  rarer  than  their  Philadelphia  counterparts. 

1856-0  EF-40 . 95.00 


1857  MS-65  (NGC).  Very  sharply  struck.  The  ob¬ 
verse  displays  attractively  mottled  lavender  toning 
while  the  reverse  is  predominantly  gold.  Consider 
this  beauty  for  your  type  set! .  1,650.00 

1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a  hint 

of  golden  toning.  A  superb  piece . 8 1 5.00 

1858  MS-62 . 250.00 

1 859  Proof-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate  golden 

toning .  825.00 

This  issue  is  said  by  some  to  be  the  work  of  Anthony  Paquet. 
There  are  slight  differences  in  the  obverse  design,  most  notably 
being  hollow  centers  to  the  stars  and  somewhat  slimmer  than 
usual  arms  to  Miss  Liberty. 

1859-0  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lovely  branch  mint 
gem,  richly  toned  in  shades  of  gunmetal-blue 
and  deep  gold .  1,150.00 

1861  Proof-60  (ANACS  Cache) .  Sharply  struck,  with 
frosty  devices  and  deep  mirror  fields.  Attractive 
golden  toning . 395.00 

From  a  Proof  mintage  of  1 ,000  specimens,  of  which  fewer 
than  400  pieces  were  sold,  the  rest  later  melted. 

1864- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharp  and  lustrous.  A  high- 
grade,  outstanding  quality  specimen.  ..  1,495.00 

Curiously,  although  specie  payments  had  been  suspended 
in  the  East  since  1862,  on  the  West  Coast,  newly  minted  silver 
and  gold  coins  readily  circulated  at  par.  In  effect,  there  was  a 
different  standard  of  value  in  California  than  there  was  in  New 
York.  It  is  believed  that  many  San  Francisco  silver  issues  of  this 
era,  half  dimes  through  silver  dollars,  were  sent  to  China  for  use 
in  trade.  In  1873,  when  the  trade  dollar  made  its  debut,  exports 
of  other  silver  denominations  slowed. 

1865- S  AU-58.  Repunched  18  in  date.  Lustrous 
surfaces  display  warm  golden  highlights.  495.00 

1 867- S  MS-63.  1  in  date  repunched  at  base.  Frosty, 

lustrous  surfaces  with  lightgolden  toning.  Quite 
scarce  in  Mint  State .  850.00 

As  a  rule,  a  minor  repunching  of  the  date,  such  as  on  this 
coin,  neither  enhances  nor  detracts  from  the  value  of  a  coin.  All 
things  being  equal,  most  numismatists  consider  such  repunchings 
to  be  more  interesting  than  otherwise. 

1868- S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lustrous,  beautiful  gem  of 

exceptional  quality . 985.00 

San  Francisco  Mint  half  dimes  of  this  era  are  rare  in  Mint 
State,  as  at  the  time  there  was  no  numismatic  interest  in 
collecting  mintmark  varieties.  The  demand  for  the  1868  date 
was  filled  by  Proofs.  Accordingly,  the  survival  ot  a  gem  Mint 
State  coin  such  as  this  1868-S  is  strictly  a  matter  of  chance. 
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1872-S  Mintmark  Above  Bow.  MS-65  (NGC). 
Variety  with  S  above  bow.  Attractive  light  golden 
and  iridescent  toning  over  deeply  frosted  sur¬ 
faces .  1,350.00 

1872-S  Mintmark  Above  Bow.  MS-63.  Attractive 
light  iridescent  toning.  A  splendid  coin. .  275.00 
1872-S  With  Mintmark  Below  Bow.  MS-64 
(NGC) .  495.00 


Dimes 


1796  to  Date 

Early  dimes  1796-1837  are  described  with  “JR” 
numbers,  short  for  John  Reich  (an  early  engraver  at 
the  Mint),  as  described  in  the  book  Early  United  States 
Dimes  (1796-1837)  by  David  Davis  and  co-authors. 
The  specialist  in  later  dimes  may  wish  to  acquire  other 
useful  volumes  on  the  series,  including  The  Complete 
Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Dimes  (Brian  Greer),  The 
Complete  Guide  to  Barber  Dimes  (David  Lawrence), 
and  The  Complete  Guide  to  Mercury  Dimes  (David  W. 
Lange).  Each  of  these  contains  valuable  data  pertain¬ 
ing  to  striking,  varieties^  rarity,  and  availability.  Walter 
Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  US.  and  Colonial 
Coins  looms  large  over  this  and  other  series,  and 
contains  a  wealth  of  information. 

1798  John  Reich-4.  R-3.  VG-8/F15 . 675.00 

“John  Reich  numbers”  are  assigned  to  varieties  of  the  1796- 
1807  era,  although  Reich  had  nothing  to  do  with  these  designs; 
Reich’s  first  work  on  a  dime  appeared  in  1 809. 

1801  JR-1.  R-4.  F-15.  Strong  design  detail  in  most 
areas  of  the  coin.  Fairly  scarce  as  a  date. .  995.00 

Capped  Bust  Dimes 

1821  JR-7.  R-2.  EF-40.  Pleasing  deep  gray  with 


problem-free  surfaces . 325.00 

1822  JR-1.  G-6.  A  scarce  date  in  all  grades. .  375.00 
1824/2  JR-1.  R-3.  Overdate.  AU-50.  Difficult  to 

locate  in  higher  grades .  1,095.00 

1827  JR-1 1.  R-2.  MS-60.  Lustrous . 995.00 

1829  JR-3.  R-4.  AU-50.  Prooflike.  Reflective  steel 
gray  surfaces  display  attractive  golden  toning. 

Lustrous .  375.00 

1830/29  JR-4,  R-2.  AU-50 . 550.00 

1830/29  JR-5.  Overdate.  VF-30 .  195.00 


Liberty  Seated  Dimes 


Gem  1837  No  Stars  Dime 


1837  No  Stars.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  A 
superb  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  this  short-lived 
series .  3,650.00 


The  Liberty  Seated  obverse  without  stars  was  produced  in 
the  half  dime  and  dime  series  only  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in 
1837  and  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint  in  1838  (1838-0).  The 
starless  obverse  was  inspired  from  Chief  Engraver  Christian 
Gobrecht’s  illustrious  silver  dollar  of  1836. 

1845-0  AU-50.  A  key  date  in  this  grade.  Very  few 

equivalent  pieces  exist . 1,100.00 

1846  VF-20.  One  of  the  scarcer  dates  of  the  era, 
although  relatively  little  publicity  has  been  given 
to  it . 295.00 


1853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden 
toning  over  deeply  frosty  surfaces.  Very  sharply 

struck.  A  classic  rarity  in  the  series .  1,850.00 

The  1853  dime  without  arrows  is  extremely  rare,  as  it  is 
quite  probable  that  the  majority  of  the  mintage  went  to  the 
melting  pot  before  the  implementation  of  the  Act  of  February 
21, 1853  (which  reduced  the  weight  of  coins  because  at  the  time 
they  were  worth  more  in  melt-down  value  than  in  face  value). 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and 
beautiful.  A  superb  specimen  in  every  respect. 
Ideal  for  a  type  set .  1,350.00 

1853  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty,  lus¬ 
trous.  Rare  in  all  grades,  especially  so  in  Mint 
State . 695.00 

1853  Arrows.  AU-58 .  159.00 

1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant 

coin .  750.00 

1859  Proof-63.  Delicate  golden  toning  over  mirror 
surfaces .  1,450.00 

Quite  probably,  only  300  to  400  of  these  Proofs  were  ever 
released;  the  rest  went  to  the  melting  pot. 


Spectacular  Gem  1866  Dime 


1866  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem  speci¬ 
men,  prooflike  obverse,  with  delicate  golden  toning. 
One  of  only  three  graded  at  this  level  by  PCGS.  A 
rarity  in  any  and  all  grades.  This  would  be  a  prime 
object  of  attention  in  any  advanced  collection  of 

dimes .  2,650.00 

The  1866  dime  had  a  business  strike  production  of  only 
8,000,  one  of  the  lowest  in  the  entire  history  of  this  denomina¬ 
tion  from  1 796  to  date.  While  Proofs  were  bought  at  a  premium 
and  specifically  saved  by  collectors,  business  strikes  were  for  the 
most  part  ignored,  accounting  for  their  extreme  rarity  today. 

1868-S  MS-60.  Scarce  (in  Mint  State)  branch  mint 
issue.  Lustrous  surfaces  display  warm  golden  high¬ 
lights . 675.00 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus 


trous.  A  superb  specimen  of  this  important  type 
coin .  2,560.00 

1873  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces  ex¬ 
hibit  warm  golden  toning.  An  attractive 
representative  of  a  popular  design  type.  .  695.00 

1873  Arrows.  MS-60.  Frosty  and  attractive.  Blushes 

of  champagne  iridescence  enhance  the  central 
areas  and  wisps  of  golden  brown  ornament  the 
borders . 495-00 

Unlike  the  situation  in  1853.  when  arrows  were  added  to 
dimes  to  signify  a  reduction  in  weight,  in  1873and  1874.  arrows 
denoted  a  slight  increase. 

1874  Arrows.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces 
with  a  whisper  of  toning.  A  very  important  “type” 


coin .  1,295.00 

1875  AU-50 .  59.00 

1876  Proof-60.  Light  gray  toning.  Centennial 

year . 275.00 

1876-CC  AU-50 . 75.00 

1882  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  mirror  surfaces. 

Ideal  for  a  type  set .  1,395.00 

1883  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 735.00 

1887  MS-60.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 139.00 

1889-S  MS-60 . 435.00 


The  1 889-S  is  one  of  the  scarcer  dime  varieties  of  this  era. 

1 889- S  MS-60  (ANACS  Cache).  Sharp  and  frosty, 
with  strong  claims  to  a  higher  grade.  435.00 

1890  MS-63.  Lustrous  and  attractive . 265.00 

1890  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a 

hint  of  light  golden  toning . 265.00 

1890- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  magenta  and  gold 

toning  over  frosty  surfaces . 325.00 

1891  MS-63 . 215.00 


1891-0  MS-63.  Pale  golden  highlights.  Coined 
during  the  final  year  of  the  Liberty  Seated 
design  type .  295.00 

This  is  the  only  New  Orleans  Mint  Liberty  Seated  dime 
struck  after  1860. 


Barber  Dimes 


1892-0  Barber.  MS-60 .  155.00 

1894-0  EF-40.  Quite  scarce  in  any  grade,  even 
harder  to  find  in  nice  EF  such  as  this.  325.00 


1903-0  AU-55. 


145.00 


1903-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Virtually  fully  lustrous. 
Attractive  gold  toning.  A  key  date  Barber  dime. 


the  eighth  lowest  mintage  in  the  series. 950. 00 

1905-S  AU-50 .  95.00 

1906  MS-61 .  139.00 

1907-S  MS-63  (PCGS)  Lustrous .  650.00 

1909  MS-63.  Brilliant .  145.00 

1912-D  AU-50 .  59.00 

1912-S  AU-55 .  95.00 

1913  MS-63  (NGC) . 165.00 

1914  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . "“25. 00 

1914-S  MS-63.  Sharply  struck  with  satiny  lustre 

and  faint  golden  iridescence.  Nice .  295.00 

1914-S  MS-60  (PCGS) .  175.00 


1916  Barber.  MS-61  (PCGS) .  115.00 

1916  Barber.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  ton 

ing .  5  00 

1916-S  Barber.  MS-62  (PCGS) .  129.00 

1916-S  Barber.  AU-50 .  59.00 
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Mercury  Dimes 

Designed  bv  Adolph  A.  Weinman,  noted  sculptor 
who  also  produced  the  Liberty  Walking  halt  dollar,  this 
series  has  been  popular  from  the  early  days  onward.  The 
new  silver  designs  of  1916 — the  “Mercury”  dime, 
Standing  Liberty  quarter,  and  Liberty  Walking  half 
dollar — represented  a  high  point  in  artistry  (how  ideal 
it  would  be  it  the  Mint  espoused  similar  ideals  today!). 

Our  offering  of  Mercury  dimes  includes  many  pieces 
ot  interest  and  importance. 


Choice  1916-D  Dime  Rarity 


1916-D  Mercury.  AU-58  (NGC).  Nearly  full  bands. 
Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Just  a  hair’s  breadth  from 
full  Mint  State.  A  beautiful  specimen  of  the  most 
desired  regular  issue  in  the  entire  Mercury  dime 
series . 4,350.00 

Although  264,000  were  minted  during  this,  the  first  year  of 
issue  of  the  design,  very  few  were  saved  by  the  public  or  by 
numismatists.  Accordingly,  the  1916-D  has  been  a  prime  rarity 
for  more  than  75  years. 


Lustrous  1916-D  Dime 
1916-D  Mercury.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces 
with  nearly  full  original  lustre.  A  very  appealing 
example  of  the  key  issue  in  the  Mercury  dime 
series . 4,150.00 


Sharp  EF  1916-D  Rarity 


1916-D  EF-40  (PCGS).  Boldly  struck.  Lightly 
toned.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  this  famous 
rarity .  2,850.00 

1916-S  Mercury.  MS-65.  Fully  brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous .  165.00 

1916- S  Mercury.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 85.00 

1917- D  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 

with  a  whisper  of  gray.  Exceedingly  sharply 
struck .  1,295.00 

1917-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Superb .  1,295.00 

1923-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  pale  golden 
highlights.  Scarce  and  popular . 795.00 

1923-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  very  pleasing 
coin .  395.00 

1923- S  AU-50.  Light  gold  toning.  Lustrous.  .95.00 

1924  MS-65  (PCGS) . 235.00 

1924- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Scarce  and  desirable  at  this 

level;  only  a  few  have  received  a  higher  grade  from 
PCGS.  A  fully  lustrous  specimen  with  deep  irides- 
cent  gold  at  the  rim.  A  nice  coin  for  the 
quality-conscious  specialist . 925.00 

1925  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  gem,  fully  brilliant  and 


lustrous,  and  just  as  nice  as  some  we  have  seen 


graded  MS-65 . 125.00 

1925- S  AU-58 . 115.00 

1926- S  MS-63  (NGC).  A  key  date  in  the  series  at  the 

Mint  State  level.  Frosty  surfaces  display  warm 
golden  toning  highlights .  1,650.00 

1928-S  MS-65 .  525.00 

1937-S  MS-65  FSB . 115.00 

1938  Proof-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant.  ..215.00 

1939  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 249.00 

1940  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175.00 

1941  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 175.00 

1941  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 175.00 

1942  MS-64 . 12.00 

1944  MS-60.  Brilliant . 8.00 

1944-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 15.00 

1944-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 20.00 

1944-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 15.00 

1944- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 8.00 

1945  MS-65.  Brilliant . 20.00 

1 945  MS-64.  Brilliant.  We  have  a  small  group  ot  these 

put  away  50  years  ago.  Buy  a  gem  for: . 15.00 

1945- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 20.00 

1945-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 14.00 

1945-S  MicroS.  MS-64 . 32.00 

1950  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliantwith  delicate  golden 

toning  around  the  borders.  Beautiful! . 29.00 


Roosevelt  Dimes 

1953-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 3.00 


20<?  Pieces 


1875-1878 


1875-CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  Golden  and  gunmetal 

blue  toning . 495.00 

This  is  the  only  readily  collectible  Carson  City  issue  of  the 
denomination,  the  1876-CC  being  for  all  purposes  unobtain¬ 
able. 


1875-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  very  attractive  gem 
specimen  with  satiny  surfaces  and  deep  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre.  Ideal  for  a  type  set  or  a  specialized 
collection . 2,150.00 

The  primary  call  for  20-cent  pieces  came  from  the  West 
Coast,  and  it  was  only  natural  that  San  Francisco  should  be 
selected  as  the  prime  mint  for  their  coinage.  No  sooner  had  the 
new  denomination  been  placed  into  circulation  than  the  public 
confused  the  pieces  with  somewhat  similarly  sized  quarter  dol¬ 
lars.  Thus,  large-scale  business  strike  production  was  curtailed  by 
the  end  of  the  year,  and  in  1876  further  attenuated.  During  the 
last  two  years  of  the  denomination,  only  Proofs  were  made  for 
collectors. 


Splendid  Proof  1876  20<£ 


1876  Proof-63  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  specimen 
with  claims  to  a  higher  grade;  in  fact,  from  an 
aesthetic  viewpoint,  this  is  one  of  the  nicest  20<f 
pieces  we  have  ever  seen.  If  you  have  an  eye  for 
quality,  you’ll  like  this  one! . 2,650.00 


Quarter  Dollars 


1796  to  Date 


Quarter  dollars  of  the  1796-1838  years  are  de¬ 
scribed  in  The  Early  Quarter  Dollars  of  the  United 
States  1796-1838,  revised  by  A.W.  Browning  (“B” 
numbers),  revised  by  Walter  Breen.  Collectors  of  later 
quarters  will  find  such  studies  as  Larry  Briggs  excellent 
study  on  Liberty  Seated  coins,  The  Complete  Guide  to 
Barber  Quarters  (David  Lawrence),  and  Standing  Lib¬ 
erty  Quarters  (J.H.  Cline)  to  be  a  desirable  adjunct  to 
their  numismatic  pursuit. 

Draped  Bust  Quarters 

Rare  1804  Quarter 


1804  Browning-1.  Rarity-3.  F-12  (PCGS).  Rare  in 

all  grades .  2,350.00 

The  1 804  has  the  combined  appeal  of  being  a  rare  date  plus 
the  first  year  of  the  Draped  Bust  obverse  in  combination  with  the 
Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  type. 

1 805  B-4.  R-4.  F- 1  5.  Attractive  light  silver  with 

deeper  gray  around  the  edges.  Decidedly 
scarce . 465-00 

1806  B-9.  EF-40.  Light  gray  surfaces.  A  pleasing 

specimen .  1,995-00 

1806  B-3.  VF-30.  Variety  with  broken  feet  on  1,  L 

and  T  on  obverse.  Smoky  gray  surfaces  with 
lighter  silver  highlights  on  the  high  points.  A  nice 
candidate  for  a  type  set .  825-00 

1 807  B- 1 .  G-5.  Last  year  of  the  Draped  Bust  obverse 

and  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse . 1 99.00' 
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1818  B-4.  EF-40.  Light  gray  toning  with  some  hints 
of  gold .  695.00 

1818  B-3.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Light  silver-golden  sur¬ 
faces .  365.00 

1819  B-3.  EF-40.  Attractive  golden  gray  surfaces. 

Popular  variety  with  boldly  repunched  denomina¬ 
tion  numerals  on  the  reverse.  A  nice  coin  for  the 
grade . 675.00 

1825/4/3  B-2.  R-l  to  2.  Overdate.  AU-55  (PCGS). 
Much  original  mint  lustre  remains.  An  outstand¬ 
ing  example  of  this  curious  multi-overdated 

variety .  1,695.00 

1825  B-2.  EF-40.  Light  gray  surfaces.  A  beautiful 

coin .  650.00 

1828  B-l.  VF-35  (ANACS  Cache).  Perfect  reverse 

die . 450.00 

1831  MS-61.  B-4.  Die  State  I,  with  partial  extra 
horizontal  stripe  at  left  of  reverse  shield,  and  long, 
clear  tongue  in  eagle’s  beak.  This  die  state  is  called 
“extremely  rare”  in  the  latest  edition  of  Browning’s 
Early  Quarter  Dollars.  Highlylustrous.  Rich  golden 
toning  highlights .  1,095.00 


1835  B-2.  R-2.  MS-62.  A  lustrous  and  beautiful 

quarter .  1,650.00 

1 835  B-3.  R-2.  AU-50.  Brilliant.  Much  original  mint 

lustre  still  remains .  575.00 

11835  B-5.  AU-50  (PCGS).  R-3.  Period  after  C  in 
reverse  denomination.  Lustrous  steel  gray  sur¬ 
faces .  675.00 

Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

1840-0  With  Drapery.  AU-50.  Light  gray-toned  sur¬ 
faces.  A  pleasing  specimen  of  the  first  year  this 
denomination  was  struck  in  New  Orleans. 495. 00 


Gem  1853  Quarter 


1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  sharply 
struck  and  very  lustrous,  lightly  toned  gem.  An 
outstanding  example  of  this  design,  produced 
only  this  year.  Essential  for  a  type  set.  The  con¬ 
noisseur  will  like  this  one! .  5,375.00 

Arrows  at  the  dare  on  the  obverse  and  rays  surrounding  the 
eagle  on  the  reverse  were  added  to  quarters  (and  half  dollars) 
minted  in  conformity  to  the  Mint  Act  of  Feb.  21 , 1 853.  In  1854, 
the  reverse  rays  were  dropped  on  both  denominations,  thus 
isolating  the  1853  as  the  only  year  of  its  design  type. 


1 853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-55 . 450.00 

1 853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-50.  Lustrous  golden  gray 

surfaces . 350.00 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache). 
Brilliant . 350.00 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  EF-40.  A  popular  design 

type .  165.00 

1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous 

surfaces .  1,350.00 

First  year  of  the  1854-1855  type  with  arrows  at  the  date  and 
without  rays  on  the  reverse. 

1854  Arrows.  VF-20 .  29.00 

1857  MS-63  (NGC).  Sharply  struck.  Attractive  ton¬ 
ing .  550.00 


1864  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  highly  lustrous 
specimen  of  an  issue  that  is  quite  rare  at  this 
echelon  of  Mint  State;  few  were  saved.  The 
specialist  will  appreciate  this  beauty.  1,995.00 

1873  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Deeply  frosty  and 

brilliant.  Sharply  struck.  Splashes  of  iridescent 
toning  can  be  seen  around  the  borders.  Beauti¬ 
ful! .  995.00 

This  year,  continuing  through  1874,  arrows  were  added  to 
the  date  to  signify  an  increase  in  authorized  weight. 

1874  Arrows.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  with  attrac¬ 

tive  light  golden  toning  around  the  borders.  Ever 
popular  type  coin . 425.00 

Gem  1876-CC  25 « 


1876-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant, 
and  frosty.  A  gem  specimen  struck  from  silver 
from  the  nearby  Comstock  Lode . 3,750.00 

1876- CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  very  lus¬ 
trous .  750.00 

1877- CC  MS-63.  Ever-popular  Carson  City  issue. 

Well  struck . 725.00 

1877- CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  Superb, 

needle-sharp  strike . 725.00 

1878- CC  EF-40.  Light  gray  surfaces . 125.00 

1 878  MS-64.  A  lustrous  gem  coin! . 895.00 

1886  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  and  attractively 

toned.  A  splendid  specimen  of  the  rarest  quarter 
dollar  of  its  era,  mintage-wise .  1,295.00 

The  late  Charles  Green,  Chicago  dealer  who  used  the  trade 
name  “R.  Green”  (his  wife’s  name  was  Ruth),  endeavored  to 
corner  the  market  on  this  date  in  the  1940s  and  1950s,  and 
obtained  over  100  coins,  many  of  which  we  later  bought  for  our 
inventory  from  his  widow. 

1890  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  blazing,  with  a 
whisper  of  gold  around  the  rims . 995.00 


1891-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  lus 
trous,  in  fact,  as  nice  looking  as  the  day  it  wa 


made .  59500 

1891-S  VF-30 . 45.00 


Barber  Quarters 


1892  AU-58.  Lustrous . 175.00 

Type  11  reverse,  with  eagle's  wing  tip  covering  ncarlv  all  of 
E  in  UNITED.  Additionally,  the  Capped  D  in  UNITED  is 
adjoined  to  the  scroll  immediately  beneath  by  a  die  chip 

1893-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 475.00 

1893-S  AU-50.  Warm  golden  gray  toning.  .315.00 

1896  MS-60.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  The  reverse,  if 
graded  separately,  would  be  MS-63 . 265.00 

1 896- 0  VF-25.  Scarce  in  VF  and  higher  grades.  One 

of  the  key  dates  in  the  series . 235.00 

1897- 0  VF-20.  Rare  New  Orleans  issue . 175.00 


1902  AU-50 .  135.00 

1902  EF-45 . 79.00 

1903- 0  EF-45 . 99.00 

1904- 0  AU-50.  Rare  in  this  grade . 350.00 

1905- S  AU-53 . 219.00 

1905-S  AU-50 .  199.00 


1 908-D  AU-55.  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  hint  of  pale 
golden  toning . 165.00 

1908-0  MS-60.  Lustrous.  Lightly  toned . 235.00 

1909  MS-60 .  185.00 

1912  AU-55 .  165.00 

1913  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One  of  the  more 

elusive  Barber  quarter  issues  in  Uncirculated  grade. 
A  prize  for  the  advanced  collector .  1,350.00 

1913  AU-58.  Lustrous  surfaces.  The  central  areas  are 
brilliant,  changing  to  a  golden  brown  shade  pe¬ 
ripherally . 725.00 

1913- D  VF-35 . 49.00 

1914- D  AU-58 .  165.00 


1915  MS-64.  A  pleasing  coin  with  frosty  lustre. 
Ideally  suited  for  inclusion  in  a  high-grade  type 

set . 725.00 

1915  MS-60 . 185.00 

1916-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  attrac¬ 
tive . 725.00 


Standing  Liberty  Quarters 

1917Typel.  MS-65  Full  Head  (NGC).  Sharply  struck, 
brilliant,  and  very  attractive.  An  outstanding  coin, 
artistically  and  numismatically,  of  one  of  the  hardest 

to  find  20th-century  designs .  1,1 50.00 

The  1 91 7  Type  I  quarter  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  to  find 
of  all  new  20th-century  designs,  and  in  Mint  State  is  dozens  of 
times  rarer  than  the  Type  II  Standing  Liberty  quarter.  These 
issues  had  some  investment  play  in  the  heady  days  of  the  1 980s, 
and  have  since  retreated  in  price  to  a  point  at  which  we  consider 
them  to  be  outstanding  values. 

1917  Type  I.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395.00 

1917  Type  I.  MS-63  Full  Head.  Beautifully  lus¬ 
trous .  325.00 

1917  Type  I.  MS-63  Full  Head  (PCGS).  A  brilliant 

quarter .  325.00 

191 7-D  Type  I.  MS-64  Full  Head  (PCGS).  A  frosty 
golden  specimen,  sharply  struck  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous.  As  nice  as  they  come  for  the  grade. 995. 00 
1917-S  Type  1.  MS-64  Full  Head  (PCGS)  Brilliant 
and  frosty . 995.00 
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19P-S  T  ype  1.  MS-63  Full  Head.  Sharply  struck  and 


Fully  lustrous .  550.00 

1919  MS-63.  Attractive  light  toning . 185.00 

1919  AU-50 . 99.00 

1919- S  VF-20.  Scarce  San  Francisco  issue.  ..215.00 

1920  MS-64  (NGC) . 235.00 

1920  MS-62.  Brilliant . 135.00 

1920  MS-62  (NGC) . 149.00 

1920  AU-50 . 79.00 

1920- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Very  scarce  at  this  grade 

level.  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  with  about  50%  full 

head  details .  1,450.00 

1920-S  EF-40 .  59.00 


1921  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  coin 
with  a  great  deal  of  aesthetic  appeal,  as  well  as  the 
desirability  of  being  one  of  the  key  dates  in  the 
series.  The  connoisseur  will  really  appreciate  this 

one . 995.00 

1925  MS-64.  Brilliant . 210.00 

1926-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 165.00 

1926-S  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  delicate 
golden  toning.  An  outstanding  example  of  one  of 
the  lowest  mintage  dates  in  the  series.  Quite  rare  so 

fine! .  1,295.00 

1926-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  An¬ 
other  specimen  of  this  rarity . 625.00 

1928-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275.00 

1928-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165.00 

1928-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475.00 

1928- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275.00 

1929- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275.00 

1930  MS-64  Full  Head  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ...395.00 
1930  MS-63  Full  Head  (PCGS) . 310.00 

1 930- S  MS-65  Full  Head  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Sharply 

struck  in  all  areas.  This  is  not  an  easy  issue  to 
find .  995.00 

It  is  significant  to  note  that  when  Don  Taxay  wrote  his 
Scon's  Catalogue  in  1971,  he  believed  the  1 930-S  to  be  non¬ 
existent  with  full  head. 


Washington  Quarters 


1932  MS-65.  A  gem  specimen  from  the  first  year  of 
Washington  quarter  dollar  coinage . 195.00 

Originally  intended  as  a  one-year  only  commemorative  to 
celebrate  the  200th  anniversary  of  Washington’s  birth,  the 
Washington  quarter  was  continued  longer — to  the  present  time. 

1932-D  AU-50 . 259.00 

1932-D  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache) . 259.00 

1932-D  VG-8 . 45.00 


1932-S  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  light  ton¬ 


ing.  A  scarce  and  highly  prized  issue . 595.00 

1932-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 350.00 

1932-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350.00 

1932-S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 149.00 

1932-S  AU-55 .  129.00 

1932-S  AU-50 . 115.00 

1934  Heavy  Motto.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39.00 

1935  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  gem . 1 19.00 

1935  MS-64.  Brilliant . 35.00 

1935  MS-64  (PCGS) . 35.00 

1935-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Gorgeous  brilliant  satiny 

surfaces,  a  gem! . 425.00 

1935-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89.00 

19.36  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 695.00 


The  1936  Proof  quarter  is  distinguished  as  having  the 
smallest  mintage  (3,837)  of  any  regular  issue  Proof  coin  from 
1 936  to  the  present.  As  such,  it  is  not  only  a  key  to  the  1 936  Proof 
set  of  five  coins,  but  is  important  overall  as  well. 

1936  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695.00 

1936-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare . 475.00 

1936-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous.  Another  nice  ex¬ 


ample . 4 1 0.00 

1936-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Likewise  desir¬ 
able . 410.00 

1936-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 275.00 

1936- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99.00 

1937  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79.00 

1937  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39.00 

1937- D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 215.00 

1937-S  MS-66 . 299.00 

LoNv-mintage  issue,  one  of  the  scarcer  quarters  of  its  era. 

1937-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 145.00 

1937- S  MS-64.  An  attractive  gem . 125.00 

1938  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 425.00 

1938  Proof-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant. ..  145-00 

1938- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous . 109.00 

1939  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29.00 

1939- D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 169.00 

1939-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 69.00 

1939- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69.00 

1940- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85.00 

1941- S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 185.00 

1941- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 90.00 

1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12.00 

1942- D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 12.00 

1942-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 72.00 

1942-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 49.00 

1944- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 1.00 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 10.00 

1945- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 22.00 

1947  MS-64.  Brilliant . 11.00 

1948  MS-60.  Brilliant . 6.00 

1948-D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 35.00 

1948-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 14.00 

1950  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65.00 

First  year  of  the  new  Proof  series  (following  suspension  of 
Proof  coinage  in  1942). 

1952-D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 29.00 

1955  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69.00 


Half  Dollars 


1794  to  Date 


Half  dollars  of  the  early  years  1794-1836  are  de¬ 
scribed  by  “O”  numbers  as  delineated  by  A1 C.  Overton 
in  his  book,  Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  1794- 
1 836.  The  collector  of  later  issues  may  wish  to  acquire 
the  Wiley-Bugert  book  on  Liberty  Seated  coins.  The 
Complete  Guide  to  Barber  Halves  (David  Lawrence), 
and  The  Complete  Guide  to  Walking  Liberty  Half 
Dollar  (Bruce  Fox).  Each  of  these  volumes  gives  much 
useful  data  concerning  the  varieties  in  question. 


Flowing  Hair 
Half  Dollars 


1795  Overton-109.  R-4.  VF-20  (NGC).  Attractive 
lightly  toned  surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen  of  the 
Flowing  Hair  design  minted  only  in  this  year  and 
in  1794 . 2,250.00 


Draped  Bust 
Half  Dollars 


1806  0-105.  Knob  6.  F-15.  Rarity-2.  The  only 
variety  of  the  year  with  six  berries  in  the  reverse 

branch.  A  nice  coin . 245.00 

1806  0-115.  Pointed  6,  Stem  Through  Claw.  F-15. 
Boldly  repunched  TY  in  LIBERTY.  Five  reverse 
berries,  the  lowest  without  a  stem.  Deep  golden 
gray  surfaces .  275.00 

Late  state  of  the  obverse  die,  with  heavy  crack  through 
bottom  of  date  numerals  branching  into  two  cracks  through  the 
lowest  stars  on  the  left. 


1807  0-102.  Draped  Bust.  AU-55.  A  lustrous. 

frosty  specimen,  superbly  struck,  and  of  high 
aesthetic  appeal .  This  is  a  very  exciting  example  tor 
the  specialist,  as  not  one  in  50  extant  halt  dollar* 
of  1807  is  this  nice . 3.650.00 


1806  0-116.  Pointed  6,  Stem  Through  Claw.  R-3. 

AU-50.  Much  original  lustre  still  remains.  Light 
golden  toning.  A  far  above  average  strike.  A  prize 
item  for  the  connoisseur  and  specialist.  2,275.00 


Lustrous  1807  Draped  Bust  50tf 
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SAM  PENNINGTON,  editor  of  the  Maine  Antique  Digest, 
wrote  on  the  subject  of  the  word  “antique  versus  “antiques, 
in  response  to  a  question  from  reader  Cathy  Sykes,  who  noted 
that  a  well-known  dealer  says  “it  is  an  antique*  dealer  and 
antique* show,  meaning  more  than  one  antique  and  more  than 
one  dealer.  On  the  other  hand  I  exhibited  a  prestigious  show  in 
Maine  called  the  Maine  Antique  Dealers  show.  Does  this  mean 
I  am  a  1 00-year  old  dealer?...  I  remain  confused.”  Pennington’s 
reply  was  that  “the  dictionary  isn’t  much  help  on  this  one.  We 
have  always  held  to  the  plural  when  describing  goods,  thus 
antiques  show  and  antiques  dealer.  An 
antique  dealer  would  be  a  rather  aged — 

1 00  years  or  more  old — antiques  dealer. 

When  it  came  to  naming  our  publica¬ 
tions,  we  should  have  called  it  Maine 
Antiques  Digest,  but  that  wouldn’t  bal¬ 
ance  out  the  logotype,  so  we  settled  for 
Maine  Antique  Digest,  a  transgression  for 
which  we  were  roundly  criticized...” 

QDB  comment:  My  own  view  is  that 
as  “Antique”  is  used  as  a  modifier  for 
“Digest,”  it’s  OK  to  be  in  the  singular. 

For  example,  we  have  rare  coin  dealers 
(not  rare  coins  dealers),  stamp  dealers 
(not  stamps  dealers),  a  10-foot  ladder 
(not  a  10-feet  ladder),  etc.  Why  have 
antique*  dealers? 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

ANOTHER  WORD  has  come  in 
for  a  share  of  spelling  discussion  in 
recent  years.  When  speaking  of  small 
items  acquired  by  hobbyists,  are  these  things  collectables  or  are 
they  collectibles?  The  latter  seems  to  be  preferred. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

WHAT  WOULD  NOAH  WEBSTER  HAVE  SAID?: 

“First  came  the  seven  dirty  words  you  can’t  say  on  TV.  Now 
there  are  a  hundred  words  you  can’t  use  in  Scrabble.  The  Official 
Scrabble  Players  Dictionary  is  dropping  100  offensive  terms 
from  its  list  of  100,000  acceptable  words...  Scrabble  star  Nick 
Ballard  recalls  using  the  ‘F’  word  to  win  the  nation’s  top 
Scrabble  tournament  in  1 977:  ‘I  owe  my  victory  to  that  word.’ 
Oddly,  one  word  banned  on  TV  appears  safe:  tit.  After  all,  says 
the  Scrabble  Dictionary,  it  means  ‘small  bird’”  {USA  Today) 

Editor’s  question:  What  are  the  100  words,  so  we  will 


know  not  to  use  them? 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

SO  YOU  THINK  that  figuring  out  die  vari¬ 
eties  of  late-date  large  cents  is  tough?  Well,  con¬ 
sider  the  journalistic  efforts  of  Peter  Jordan,  who 
writes  instruction  manuals  for  Sony  appliances. 
His  goal  is  to  get  customers  to  do  what  many 
consider  to  be  impossible:  “Set  the  VCR  clock  so 
it  does  not  flash  1 2:00  day  in  and  day  out.”  (from 
a  New  York  Times  article  by  James  Barron) 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

CONGRATULATIONS  go  to  David 
Finkelstein  for  his  article,  “Obverse  Die  Dentil 
Analysis,”  recently  appearing  in  the  John  Reich 
Journal,  organ  of  the  John  Reich  Collectors 
Society  (which  specializes  in  early  American 
gold  and  silver  coins,  particularly  those  of  the 
Capped  Bust  style  designed  by  John  Reich.  Annual  dues  are 
$15.  Back  to  the  article:  The  author  carefully  counts  the 
dentils  (we  have  always  called  them  denticles — the  meaning  is 
“tooth  like”)  surrounding  the  rim.  This  particular  aspect  of 
numismatics  has  not  been  seriously  treated  before,  at  least  not 
in  any  publication  that  has  met  your  editor’s  eye.  Presumably, 
study  of  this  area  will  permit  further  attributions  as  to  die 
emission  sequences,  production  by  specific  (but  probably 
unknown)  individuals  and  so  on. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

THE  SAME  ISSUE  of  the  John 
Reich  Journal  contained  an  interesting 
article  by  Edgar  E.  Souders  quoting  a 
report  that  desk  lamps  using  tungsten 
halogen  lamps  were  found  to  emit  po¬ 
tentially  hazardous  levels  of  LV  radia¬ 
tion  and  that  “exposure  to  unfiltered 
bulbs  could  cause  eye  cataracts,  sun¬ 
burn  or  skin  cancer  without  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  sunburn;  exposure  becomes 
hazardous  after  9  to  1 2  minutes  to  a  50 
watt  bulb  and  45  minutes  with  a  20 
watt  bulb.”  We  took  this  as  a  warning 
and,  in  fact,  put  this  article  on  our 
company  bulletin  board,  so  our  staff 
would  know  about  it  and  could  advise 
clients  who  ask.  Personally,  we  have 
always  graded  using  a  regular  incandes¬ 
cent  light  bulb  of  the  normal  house¬ 
hold  variety.  A  100-watt  bulb  is  fine, 
used  at  a  distance  of  about  two  feet. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

IN  MARCH  1994  the  Denver  Mint  set  a  production  record 
for  the  striking  of  coins  for  circulation — more  than  1  billion 
coins  during  the  month.  On  March  31 ,  a  daily  record  of  3 1 .4 
million  coins  was  set.  “The  Denver  Mint  operates  three  produc¬ 
tion  Tiffs,  5  days  per  week.  The  Bliss  coin  presses,  configured 
with  four  pairs  ofobverse  and  reverse  dies  in  a  modified  coin  feed 
system,  are  capable  of  producing  more  than  800  coins  per 
minute.  The  coins  are  struck  between  dies  on  a  vertical  axis.  1  he 
high-speed  Schuler  coin  presses,  which  use  a  single  pair  of 
obverse  and  reverse  dies,  can  strike  more  than  700  coins  per 
minute.  The  dies  on  the  Schuler  presses  are  set  up  to  strike  coins 
horizontally.”  (from  C  oin  World) 
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THIS  &  THAT 


Editor’s  note:  we  hadn't  heard  about  striking  coins  horizontally — 
perhaps  we  all  should  obtain  more  information.  Coin  World:  How 
about  an  article  on  the  Schuler  press? 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

WHAT  FAMOUS  AUTHOR  had  as  his  best  known  character, 
Lowly  Worm?  If  you  don’t  know,  don’t  feel  badly,  for  your  editor 
didn’t  know  either,  until  he  read  the  recent  obituary  of  Richard  Scarry, 
who  created  eight  of  the  50  all-time  best-selling  hardcover  children 
books.  (USA  Today) 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

WHY  ARE  SO  MANY  COIN  COLLECTORS  following  me 
around?  “As  part  of  the  ANA’s  ‘Worlds  Largest  Treasure  Hunt,’  ANA 
president  David  Ganz  will  present  Mint  Director  Philip  Diehl  with  a 
roll  of  previously  Uncirculated  1 950  Jefferson  nickels  manufactured  at 
the  Denver  Mint,  which  Mr.  Diehl  will  put  into  circulation  in  the  local 
area  {Washington,  DC}  on  April  1 9  as  he  makes  purchases  throughout 
the  day.  The  nickels  are  valued  at  $12  each  by  local  coin  collectors.’’ 
(from  a  US  Mint  news  release) 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

IF  YOU  THINK  WE  HAVE  IT  TOUGH  when  we  try  to  figure 
out  when  certain  undated  tokens  and  medals  were  made,  catch  this 
paragraph  from  a  recent  issue  of  An¬ 
tiques  magazine,  which  tells  of  even 
greater  problems  in  another  field:  “As¬ 
signing  dates  and  places  of  origin  to 
cast-iron  products  is  nearly  impos¬ 
sible.  They  rarely  are  marked,  and 
factories  frequently  exchanged  mod¬ 
els.  Sales  catalogues  are  rare,  and  those 
that  exist  are  undated.  Nearly  every 
country  that  imported  cast-iron  arti¬ 
facts  copied  them,  including  the 
United  States.’’  (Allison  Eckardt  Ledes) 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

NUMISMATISTS  often  have 
other  talents  and  interests,  and  among  such  is  David  Tripp,  well- 
known  numismatic  researcher  and  cataloguer,  whose  cartoon  strip, 
Sadie,  chronicling  the  adventures  and  misadventures  of  a  cute  feline, 
now  appears  regularly  in  Cat  Fancy,  one  of  the  101  different  magazines 
we  subscribe  to  around  here. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

WE  LIKED  THIS  TITLE  in  a  recent  issue  of  Numismatic  News: 

“The  road  to  paradise  is  paved  with  collectibles.’’  The  writer  was  Cliff 
Mishler,  who  enjoys  numismatics  as  well  as  anyone  we  know,  and, 
importantly,  can  get  as  much  joy  out  of  seeing  an  interesting  $  1  token 
as  he  can  a  $  50,000  $4  gold  Stella.  In  other  words,  he  savors  numismat¬ 
ics  to  its  fullest. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

SOMETHING  WE  DIDN’T  KNOW:  Beerntsen’s,  of  Manitowoc, 
Wisconsin,  is  the  world’s  leading  mass-producer  of  chocolate  pigs. 
(Dwight  Young  in  Historic  Preservation  News) 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

WHAT  AJBOUT  “THANK  YOU”?:  Communications  Briefings 
recently  asked  for  suggestions  on  replacing  the  term  “Have  a  nice  day,” 
noting  that  “many  people  consider  it  the  single  most  grating  and 
disliked  message  in  the  United  States.”  The  most  popular  substitutes 
were  these:  'fake  care.  Enjoy  your  day.  Thanks  for  calling  (or  stopping 
by;.  Have  a  good  one.  Make  it  a  good  one.  Talk  to  you  soon,  (quotation 


from  Coin  Talk,  sent  by  Candie  Stayton)  Personally,  your  editor  likes 
“Have  a  nice  day,”  but  if  someone  would  rather  have  “Have  a  good 
one,”  so  be  it.  Now,  perhaps  a  survey  could  find  some  replacements  for 
“Thank  you.”  On  the  other  hand,  “Thank  you”  is  becoming  increas¬ 
ingly  rare,  and  perhaps  it  does  not  have  to  be  replaced  after  all. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

DID  YOU  KNOW  or  did  you  remember  that  zip  codes  went  into 
effect  nationally  in  the  United  States  on  July  1,  1963?  They  did. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

CALL  FOR  INFORMATION:  Readers  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
know  a  lot  of  things  and  have  access  to  many  facts.  Your  editor  is  writing 
a  history  of  our  town  for  the  Wolfeboro  Historical  Society.  I  came 
across  a  note  that  Upton  Sinclair,  famous  author,  spent  a  summer  in 
Wolfeboro  earlier  in  the  present  century.  Does  anyone  “out  there”  have 
more  information?  Reward:  Credit  line  in  the  book. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

THE  ART  OF  SPEAKING:  “It  is  a  kind  of  good  deed  to  say  well; 
and  yet  words  are  no  deeds.” — Shakespeare.  I  have  never  been  hurt  by 
anything  I  didn’t  say.” — Calvin  Coolidge.  “Good  manners  and  soft: 
words  have  brought  many  a  difficult  thing  to  pass.” — Aesop. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

TWO  FAMOUS  LARGE  CENT 
COLLECTORS:  Did  you  that 
Francis  Worcester  Doughty,  famed 
student  of  large  cents  many  decades 
ago,  was  also  well  known  (actually, 
better  known)  as  a  writer  of  stories  and 
movie  scenarios?  And,  did  you  know 
that  Clarence  S.  Bement,  of  large  cent 
collecting  fame,  also  assembled  what 
was  perhaps  the  finest  collection  of 
mineral  specimens  in  private  hands? 
(It  now  belongs  to  the  American 
Museum  of  Natural  History.) 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

A  RECENT  FILLER  discussed  George  Heath,  founder  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  in  1891,  who  was  a  respected 
classical  scholar,  part-time  coin  dealer,  mayor  of  Monroe,  Michigan, 
and  a  medical  doctor!  We  asked,  “Wonder  what  he  did  in  his  spare 
time?’  This  brought  a  response  from  well-known  coin  dealer  Herman 
(“Pat”)  Herst:  “Two  things  he  did  in  his  spare  time.  One  was  stamp 
collecting,  but  not  nearly  to  the  extent  of  his  son  Don  R.  Heath,  who 
had  a  really  fine  collection,  was  president  of  a  stamp  club,  and  very 
active  in  Michigan  philately.  Second,  George  Heath  had  access  to 
antique  printers’  type,  and  he  would  set  up  letterheads  and  envelopes 
with  this  old  type,  sometimes  with  old  cartoon  sketches  as  well. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

“WHATEVER  be  your  goal,  keep  your  eye  upon  the  doughnut  and 
not  upon  the  hole.  ”  (Mayflower  Coffee  Shop  motto  quoted  by  William 
Safire,  whose  column  we  enjoy  in  The  New  York  Times) 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

WE  CAME  ACROSS  THIS  the  other  day:  “A  young  business  owner 
was  opening  a  new  branch  office,  and  a  friend  decided  to  send  a  floral 
arrangement  for  the  grand  opening.  When  the  friend  arrived  at  the 
opening,  he  was  appalled  to  find  that  his  wreath  bore  the  inscription: 

Rest  in  peace.’  Angry,  he  complained  to  the  florist.  After  apologizing,  the 
florist  said,  Look  at  it  this  way — somewhere  a  man  was  buried  under  a 
wreath  today  that  said,  ‘Good  luck  in  your  new  location.  ( Bits  & PifCts) 
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UNITED  STATES  SILVER  COINS 


1 80  O- 1 02.  Draped  Bust.  F- 1 5.  Rariry-2.  Steel  gray 
surfaces  with  golden  gray  highlights . 275.00 

Capped  Bust 
Half  Dollars 

1807  0-112.  50/20  VF-20.  Small  nick  on  the 

reverse .  235.00 

1808  0-106.  Rarity-2.  AU-55.  Much  lustre  still  re¬ 
mains . 975.00 

1 808  0-107.  VF-35.  Rarity-3.  Attractive  golden  ton¬ 
ing  highlights . 175.00 

1809  0-106.  AU-50.  Generous  amounts  of  lustre 

under  light  golden  surfaces.  R-3.  Blundered  edge. 
“HOARLF” . 495.00 

1810  0-108.  R-3.  EF-40 . 265.00 

Condition  Census  1812  0-103 


1812  0-103.  MS-64.  Brilliantand  frosty,  with  needle 
sharp  central  details.  One  of  the  very  finest  we  have 
seen  of  this  date,  and  certainly  Condition  Census 

for  the  variety . 2,950.00 

1812  0-104.  EF-40.  Attractive  gold .  225.00 

1817  0-106.  R-2.  EF-45 . 295.00 

1819/8  0-101.  EF-40.  Overdate.  Small  9  in 

date .  1  85.00 

1820  0-104.  R-4.  VF-35.  A  scarce  variety.  Square 


Base  2  in  date . 325.00 

821  0-103.  R-2.  VF-30 . 85.00 

821  0-106.  AU-50 . 395.00 


822  0-104.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  with  nearly 


Likes  Our  C.P.P. 

“Dear  Gail  (Watson): 

“Please  apply  the  enclosed  check  to  my 
Collection  Portfolio  Program. 

“Yesterday  I  received  the  third  and  fourth 
half  dollars  of  my  C.P.P.  They  are  equally 
as  pleasing  as  the  first  two.  Thanks  for 
selecting  coins  that  are  above  average  for 
the  assigned  grade.  I  can  hardly  wait  for  my 
next  shipment  from  you. 

“Thanks  also  for  the  book  Commemora¬ 
tive  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete 
Encyclopedia,  by  Q.  David  Bowers.  It  is 
great  reading — informative,  and  a  lot  of 
fun,  too. 

“Sincerely, 

“A.S.” 


all  original  mint  lustre  still  present . 650.00 

1822  0-110.  EF-40.  Rarity-2.  Attractively 
toned .  145.00 

1822  O-lll.  R-2.  EF-40 .  145.00 

1823  0-107.  MS-62.  Condition  Census  challenger. 

R-2.  Lustrous  and  attractively  toned.  Narrowly 
misses  the  low  end  of  the  Condition  Census  (MS- 
63)  for  the  variety .  1,095.00 

1825  0-102.  AU-50.  Lustrous  silver  gray.350.00 

1 826  0-104.  R-3-  AU-58.  Lustrous  golden  gray  sur¬ 
faces . 795.00 

1 826  O- 1 1 8a.  AU-50.  Lustrous,  mostly  brilliant  sur¬ 
faces  display  attractive  golden  toning,  a  very 
pleasing  coin . 375.00 

Superb  1827/6  0-101 


1827/6  0-101.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Overdate  not  men¬ 
tioned  on  PCGS  holder  (nor  does  PCGS  attribute 
die  varieties  by  Overton  nos.).  A  Condition  Cen¬ 
sus  specimen.  Tied  for  finest  currently  listed  in 
that  numerical  sequence.  Lustrous  golden  gray 
surfaces  display  warm  rose  highlights.  .  2,750.00 

The  Condition  Census  for  this  variety  is  currently  listed  as 
MS-63,  MS-63,  MS-63,  MS-63,  MS-63. 

1827  0-133.  R-4.  AU-50 .  525.00 

1 827  0-139.  R-4.  EF-40.  A  scarce  variety. ..  325.00 

1829  0-104.  R-4.  AU-55.  A  lustrous  specimen  of  a 

scarce  variety.  Condition  Census.  Attractive  golden 
toning.  From  a  late  state  of  the  reverse  die,  with 
top  of  A  in  STATES  and  first  A  in  AMERICA 
filled . 695.00 

The  Condition  Census  for  this  scarce  variety  is  MS-63,  AU- 
58,  AU-55,  AU-55,  AU-55. 

1830  0-106.  VF-35 .  85.00 

1830  0-117.  VF-25 .  59.00 

1831  0-103.  AU-50.  Lustrous  and  lightly 

toned .  295.00 

1831  O-109.  EF-45 .  175.00 

1832  0-113.  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  AU-58. 
Frosty,  lustrous  surfaces  lightly  toned.  ...  575.00 

1832  0-121.  R-3.  AU-50.  Attractive  golden  ton¬ 
ing .  375.00 

1833  0-108.  EF-40.  Attractively  toned . 1 10.00 

1834  0-107.  Large  Date,  Small  Letters.  EF- 

40 .  1  10.00 


1 834  0-108.  Large  Date,  Small  Letters.  R-2.  AU-50. 
Lustrous . 275.00 

1834  0-116.  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  AU- 

50 .  275.00 

1835  0-105.  AU-55.  Attractive  deep  rose  surfaces 

display  strong  lustre . 475.00 

1836  0-108.  AU-50.  The  popular  “1836/1336"  va¬ 
riety.  Lustrous . 350.00 

1836  0-108.  Lettered  Edge.  EF-45 . 175.00 


1836  0-120.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-63  (PCGS).  At 


tractive,  lustrous,  frosty  surfaces  with  delicate 
toning . 1,850.00 

1836  0-123.  Lettered  Edge.  AU-50 . 259.00 

1837  EF-45.  Much  lustre  remains  in  the  protected 

areas.  Deep  gold  and  navy  blue  toning  high¬ 
lights .  395.00 

1837  Reeded  Edge.  VF-30 . 95.00 


Liberty  Seated 
Half  Dollars 


1839  No  Drapery  at  Elbow.  EF-40  (PCGS). 

Scarcer  than  the  variety  with  drapery.  Attrac¬ 
tively  toned . 795.00 

First  year  of  the  Liberty  Seated  design  (although  patterns 
were  made  in  1838). 

1840  Small  Letters.  AU-55.  Light  golden  and  irides¬ 
cent  toning . 275-00 


1854-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden 


toning  over  deeply  frosty  surfaces.  Very  well 

struck .  1,950.00 

1855/4  Overdate.  Arrows.  VF-20 . 260.00 

This  variety  was  first  discovered  by  our  Research  Depart¬ 
ment  in  the  early  1970s. 

1855  AU-50.  Lustrous  light  gray  with  faint  traces  of 
gold . 285.00 

1855- 0  Arrows.  EF-45 .  159.00 

1856- 0  AU-50 .  159.00 

1857  AU-50 .  149.00 

1858  MS-62.  Attractive  lilac  surfaces . 825.00 

1858  AU-55 . 189.00 

1858  AU-50 . 149.00 

1858-0  AU-58 . 225.00 

1858-0  AU-55 .  189.00 

1858-0  AU-50 . 149.00 

1858- 0  EF-40 .  85.00 

1859- 0  AU-53  (PCGS) . 185.00 

1860  EF-45 .  225.00 

1860- 0  MS-60 . 435.00 

1860-0  AU-55 .  22S.OO 

1861  MS-60 . 435.00 

1861  AU-58 . 225.00 

1861  AU-55 .  189.00 
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1861-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  attractive 
light  golden  toning  around  the  borders. .  750.00 

1  he  1861-0  is  interesting  in  that  some  were  made  under 
federal  auspices,  some  were  made  by  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and 
the  latest  ones  were  struck  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Confed¬ 
erate  States  of  America. 

1862  MS-62  (PCGS).  Especially  brilliant  and  frosty. 


A  beauty! . 750.00 

1866- S  EF-45 . 115.00 

1865-S  AU-50 .  350.00 

1867  MS-60.  Prooflike . 475.00 

1867- S  AU-50 . 215.00 

1867- S  EF-45 . 99.00 

1868  VF-20 .  149.00 

1868- S  AU-55 . 255.00 

1868- S  AU-50 . 225.00 

1869  MS-61 . 495.00 

1869  MS-60 . 425.00 

Believe  it  or  not,  we  recently  bought  Jtwnr/specimens,  from 
a  long-ago  hoard,  each  coin  in  the  same  grade! 

1869  AU-58 . 260.00 

1869  AU-55 . 219.00 

1869- S  AU-50 . 375.00 

1871-CC  F-12.  Scarce  in  all  grades . 325.00 

1871-S  AU-55 . 249.00 

1873  Closed  3.  EF-40 .  145.00 


Gem  1873  Arrows  50<£ 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem, 
lustrous  and  brilliant,  with  an  aesthetic  value 
associated  with  an  even  higher  grade.  One  of  the 
nicest  we  have  ever  seen.  Ideal  for  a  high-grade 

type  set . 3,995.00 

1875  AU-55 .  195.00 


Gem  1875-S  504 


1875-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  superb,  sharply  struck 
gem.  It  would  be  difficult  to  envision  a  piece  nicer 

than  this  one!  .  2,995.00 

1876  MS-63.  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  lustrous  half 

dollar .  725.00 

1876  VF-30 .  55.00 

1 877-S  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply  struck 
with  lightly  toned,  lustrous,  slightly  prooflike 
surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen  for  the  specialist  or 


type  set  collector .  1,785.00 

The  No  Drapery  issue  is  about  three  times  scarcer  than  the 
regularly-seen  With  Drapery  style  (but  we  are  assigning  no 
premium  for  this  feature).  The  lack  of  drapery  was  caused  by  die 
polishing  (which,  in  turn,  created  a  prooflike  surface). 

1891  MS-63  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  iridescent  toning. 
Very  rare  in  business  strike  form.  Last  year  of 
Liberty  Seated  coinage . 795.00 

The  reduced  mintage  figures  of  half  dollars  of  the  1879- 
1891  era  resulted  from  a  glut  of  earlier-dated  pieces  in  the 
channels  of  commerce,  including  pieces  that  had  been  stored  in 
Treasury  vaults  from  1862  through  the  mid- 1870s  during  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments. 

Barber  Half  Dollars 


1892  AU-58.  First  year  of  the  Barber  design. 350. 00 

1892  AU-58  (NGC) . 350.00 

1892-0  AU-55.  Nearly  full  mint  lustre  is  present;  a 

superb  specimen  for  the  grade.  Scarce  and  desir¬ 
able .  550.00 

1892-0  EF-45  (ANACS  Cache).  One  of  the  toughest 
to  find  issues  in  the  Barber  series . 495.00 

1893  AU-50 . 350.00 

1893  AU-50/55 . 395.00 

1894-0  AU-55 .  395.00 

1894-0  EF-45 . 265.00 

1894-S  AU-50.  Light  golden  toning.  Much  original 

lustre  remains . 349.00 

1894- S  EF-40 . 219.00 

1895  AU-50.  Attractively  toned  in  rich  shades  of 

gold .  350.00 

1895- S  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a  whisper 

of  toning . 425.00 

1897-0  F-12.  Mintage:  632,000  business  strikes,  the 
10th  lowest  in  the  series.  Silver  gray  with  irides¬ 
cent  blue  and  violet  highlights.  A  few  scattered 

marks  are  noted . 310.00 

1 897-S  VF-20.  A  desirable  and  quite  rare  branch  mint 
issue.  Pale  golden  toning  on  attractive  silver  gray 
surfaces.  Some  mint  lustre  remains  in  the  recessed 
areas.  A  great  addition  to  any  Barber  half  dollar 

collection .  550.00 

1 897-S  F-15.  Key  date . 365.00 

1898  MS-62.  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  lustrous.  An  out¬ 
standing  coin . 625.00 

1899-0  AU-50 . 365.00 

1899-0  VF-35 .  125.00 

1899-S  AU-50 . 365.00 

1900  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  frosty,  with  a  hint  of  gold 

on  the  reverse . 375.00 

1901  MS-60 . 475.00 

1902  AU-55.  Sharply  struck,  highly  lustrous.  375.00 

1902  AU-50.  Lustrous . 325  00 

1904  AU-55 .  350.00 

1905  Proof-64  (NGC).  Delicate  golden  toning  over 

mirror  surfaces.  Cameo  devices.  A  splendid  ex¬ 
ample  ofone  of  the  most  highly  prized  Philadelphia 
Mint  dates .  1,450.00 

The  1 905  is  not  only  scarce  because  of  its  Proof  mintage,  but 
the  related  business  strike  production  is  one  of  the  smallest  in  the 
senes,  thus  placing  additional  demand  upon  the  few  remaining 
Proofs. 

1905-0  AU-50.  Highly  lustrous,  particularly  on  the 
reverse  (which  challenges  the  MS-60  grade).  With 
our  conservative  grade  and  our  reasonable  price, 


you’ll  love  this  one . 415.00 

1906  MS-62.  Delicate  gunmetal-blue  and  golden 

toning  over  especially  frosty  surfaces . 495.00 

1906-0  AU-50 .  325.00 

1908-D  AU-58 . 415.00 


1908-D  AU-50.  Pleasing  for  the  grade.  Struck  in  the 
third  year  of  Denver  Mint  operations.  ...  350.00 
1908-0  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache).  Light  golden  ton¬ 


ing .  375.00 

1908-0  EF-45 .  195.00 

1910-S  AU-55 .  350.00 

1911  AU-55 .  335.00 

1912  MS-62  (NGC) .  575.00 

1912- D  AU-55 .  350.00 

1913- D  AU-50 .  325.00 


Gem  Proof  1914  Rarity 


1914  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  superb  brilliant  gem  speci¬ 
men  of  the  lowest  mintage  Proof  in  the  half  dollar 
series  after  1858!  A  find  for  the  discriminating 
buyer.  One  of  only  380  minted.  How  many 
surviving  today  can  equal  this  beauty?.  3,450.00 

The  1914  Barber  half  dollar  has  the  unusual  confluence  of 
being  the  lowest-mintage  Proof  of  the  design  as  well  as  the 
lowest-mintage  business  strike. 

1914  F-12.  Rare . 195.00 

Gem  Proof  1915  Rarity 


1915  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  truly  gem  specimen  with 
gorgeous  gunmetal-blue  toning,  certainly  one  of 
the  very  finest  in  existence  from  a  low-mintage  of 
just  450  Proofs  (the  second  smallest  Proof produc¬ 
tion  after  1858!).  The  connoisseur  will  really  enjoy 

this  piece .  3,650.00 

In  the  1 950s,  a  Virginia  numismatist  set  about  hoarding  all 
of  the  Proof  1914  and  1915  halves  he  could  find;  and  cleaned  all 
he  bought;  thus,  in  terms  of  availability,  attractively  toned  Proofs 
of  these  two  dates  are  even  scarcer  than  the  low  mintages  suggest. 
One  of  the  keys  to  a  complete  set  of  Barber  halves. 

Business  strike  1915  half  dollars  are  extremely  rare  in  higher 
grades  such  as  this,  and  often  a  period  ofyears  will  elapse  between 
our  handling  examples.  Were  it  not  for  the  availability  of  Proofs 
of  this  date,  a  coin  in  this  grade  would  probably  be  priced  at 
several  thousand  dollars! 

191 5-S  AU-55.  Light  golden  toning  over  very  frosty 
surfaces . 360.00 
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Liberty  Walking 
Half  Dollars 

This  motif,  the  work  of  noted  sculptor  Adolph  A. 
Weinman  (who  also  designed  the  Mercury  dime),  is 
ane  of  the  most  beautiful  in  the  American  series.  In 
general,  dates  from  1916  through  1929  are  scarce  in 
Mint  State,  with  1917  (Philadelphia)  being  a  notable 
exception.  There  were  no  pieces  struck  from  1930 
Trough  1932.  Beginning  in  1933,  production  was 
:ontinuous  through  the  end  of  the  series  in  1 947,  with 
P-D-S  sets  being  made  of  certain  years,  including  all 
/ears  from  1941  through  1946. 

An  advantageous  way  to  begin  a  collection  is  to  pick 
i  grade  range,  and  acquire  one  of  each  variety  from 
1 933  through  1 947.  The  present  listing  offers  quality 
nieces  in  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-63  levels,  all  lus- 
rous  and  of  hand-selected  quality.  Due  to  the 
popularity  of  the  series,  we  request  that  you  give 
llternate  choices  when  you  order;  these  alternates  will 
3e  used  only  if  the  first  requests  have  been  sold. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  we  offer  some  excellent 
puys  in  different  grade  ranges  among  half  dollars  from 
1 916  through  the  late  1920s. 

916-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,495.00 

Popular  issue  with  mintmark  on  obverse. 


917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Delicate  golden  toning  over  deeply  frosty,  lustrous 
surfaces.  A  far  above  average  strike.  The  connois¬ 
seur  will  enjoy  owning  this! . 2,395.00 

917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-63.  Lustrous 
golden  surfaces  exhibit  deeper  gold  and  rose  ton¬ 
ing  highlights . 995.00 

917-S  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-63  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  deeply  lustrous.  An  excellent  specimen  of 
this  early  San  Francisco  variety .  1,295.00 


918- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,950.00 

919  EF-40.  An  attractive  example  of  this  scarce 

Philadelphia  Mint  issue . 450.00 

919- S  AU-50/  AU-55.  Much  original  lustre  is  still 

present.  A  splendid  specimen  of  one  of  the  key 
issues  in  the  series .  1,450.00 

920  MS-63.  Frosty  and  brilliant  on  the  obverse, 


hints  of  attractive  gold  on  the  reverse . 695.00 


1920  AU-55 . 115.00 

1929-D  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lustrous . 675.00 

1934  MS-64.  Brilliant . 145.00 

1934-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 270.00 

1934-S  MS-63.  A  lustrous,  attractively  toned  speci¬ 
men  of  this  scarce  branch  mint  issue . 695.00 

1934- S  AU-55 . 110.00 

1935  MS-64.  Brilliant . 85.00 

1935- D  AU-55 . 79.00 

1935-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 365.00 

1935-S  AU-50 . 75.00 


Gem  Proof  1936  50C 


1936  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  gem  specimen  of  this 


highly  desired  rare  issue . 2,850.00 

Mintage:  3,901  coins,  the  lowest  Proof  figure  in  the  Liberty 
Walking  series. 

1936  MS-63.  Brilliant . 60.00 

1936  AU-50 . 24.00 

1936-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 120.00 

1936-D  AU-50 .  52.00 

1936- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 285.00 

1937  MS-64.  Brilliant . 68.00 

1937  AU-50 . 24.00 

1937- D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 205.00 

1937-D  AU-55 .  120.00 

1937-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 260.00 

1938  Proof-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant. ..  545.00 

1938  MS-63 . 115.00 

1938  AU-55 .  50.00 


1938-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Ever-popular  due  to  its 
low  mintage.  We’d  love  to  buy  500  of  these 
(but,  unfortunately,  we  have  just  one  coin  in 


stock) .  560.00 

1939  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795.00 

1939-D  AU-55 .  30.00 


Special  Liberty  Walking  Set 

STARTER  SET  of  Liberty  Walking 
half  dollars:  A  great  way  to  begin  a  high 
grade  collection  of  this  beautiful  series. 
Well  select  $  1 ,000  or  more  worth  of  dates 
and  mintmarks  in  the  1930s  and  1940s, 
each  brilliant,  lustrous,  and  certified  as 
MS-64  or  MS-65.  Your  net  price  :s  $895.00. 
In  addition,  ifyou  request,  we  ll  send  some 
other  pieces  to  you  on  approval  to  add  to 
your  set  if  you  wish  (each  piece  will  carry'  a 
special  discount).  Ask  for  “Liberty  Walk¬ 
ing  Super  Special  Offer.'  We  guarantee 
you’ll  like  our  selection,  price,  and  quality. 


1940- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 89.00 

1941  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 435. 00 

1941  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 240.00 

1941  MS-65.  Brilliant . 119.00 

1941  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55. 00 

1941  MS-63.  Brilliant . 42.00 

1941- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125.00 

1941-D  AU-58 . 24.00 

1941- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105.00 

1942  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105.00 

1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55.00 

1942  MS-63.  Brilliant . 44.00 

1942  AU-58 . 18.00 

1942  AU-50.  Brilliant . 12.00 

1942- D/D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 10.00 

1942-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 99.00 

1942-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 69.00 

1942-S  MS-65.  Brilliant .  525.00 

1942- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 95.00 

1943  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 19.00 

1943  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55.00 

1943  MS-63.  Brilliant . 42.00, 

1943  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 38.00 

1943  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 37.00 

1943- D  Breen-5205.  MS-63.  This  is  the  variety  that 

Walter  Breen  described  as  an  overdate.  However 
some  consider  this  not  to  be  such . 225.00 

1943-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 190.00 

1943-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 95.00 

1943-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 79.00 

1943- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 375.00 

1944  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125.00 

1944  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55.00 

1944  MS-63.  Brilliant . 44.00 

1944  MS-61.  Brilliant . 40.00 

1944- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 119.00 

1944-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79.00 

1944-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 55.00 

1944-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 45.00 

1944-S  MS-65.  Smoky  topaz  and  rose  toning  high¬ 
lights . 650.00 

1944-S  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant . 82.00 

1944- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 55.00 

1945  MS-65.  A  faint  gold  toning  over  satin  sur¬ 
faces .  119.00 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55.00 

1945  MS-63.  Brilliant . 42.00 

1945  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 40.00 

1945- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 19.00 

1945-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 58.00 

1945-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45.00 

1945-D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 25.00 

1945-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 155.00 

1945- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 43.00 

1946  MS-65.  Brilliant . 145.00 

1946- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 19.00 

1946-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55.00 

1946-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45.00 

1946-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 43.00 

1946- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 44.00 

1947  MS-65.  Brilliant . 175.00 

1947- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 19.00 

1947-P)  MS-63.  Brilliant . 46.00 

1947-D  MS-62  (PCGS) . 43.00 
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Half  Dollars 

In  the  grid  below  we  offer  coins  certified  by 
PCGS  or  NGC  in  grades  of  MS-63,  MS-64, 
and  MS-65  (other  grades  and  coins  are  listed 
separately).  These  are  high-quality  coins  and 
are  brilliant  or  attractively  lightly  toned.  Make 
Bowers  and  Merena  your  headquarters  for  Lib¬ 
erty  Walking  half  dollars. 


Date 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1934 

$145 

$425 

1934-D 

$270 

460 

1934-S 

695 

1375 

1935 

62 

315 

1935-D 

365 

1936 

75 

169 

1936-D 

159 

395 

1936-S 

285 

665 

1937 

68 

220 

1937-D 

220 

265 

550 

1937-S 

260 

595 

1938 

115 

1938-D 

975 

1939 

58 

75 

1939-D 

75 

160 

1939-S 

160 

1940 

62 

135 

1940-S 

52 

89 

460 

1941 

42 

119 

1941-D 

58 

70 

125 

1941-S 

119 

215 

1095 

1942 

44 

55 

119 

1942-D 

69 

210 

1942-S 

55 

95 

425 

1943 

55 

119 

1943-D 

79 

95 

190 

1943-S 

89 

375 

1944 

44 

55 

125 

1944-D 

55 

79 

119 

1944-S 

55 

82 

650 

1945 

42 

55 

119 

1945-D 

45 

58 

119 

1945-S 

45 

55 

155 

1946 

55 

145 

1946-D 

55 

119 

1946-S 

55 

119 

1947 

58 

175 

1947-D 

■ 

58 

Franklin  Half  Dollars 

Franklin  hall  dollars  are  a  popular  specialty  here  at 
Bowers  and  Merena,  and  you’d  be  surprised  how 
many  Gail  Watson  and  Beth  Piper  ship  out  each  week. 
Our  main  problem  is  supply  (we  wish  that  rare  coins 
were  easy  to  buy;  however,  there  is  no  wholesale  source 
for  the  quality  that  we  seek,  and  we  have  to  acquire 


specimens  one  at  a  time). 

1948  MS-63.  Brilliant . 24.00 

1949-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 69.00 

1950  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 290.00 

1950  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 52.00 

1951-D  MS-64 . 45.00 

1951-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 62.00 

195 1- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29.00 

1952  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 112.00 

1952  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39.00 

1952- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 37.00 

1953  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 77.00 

1953  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 70.00 

1953  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 70.00 

1953  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 37.00 

1953- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 175.00 

1953- D  MS-64 . 34.00 

1954  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 42.00 

1954  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495.00 

1954  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 89.00 

1954- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 145.00 

1954-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 145.00 

1954-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295.00 

1955  MS-66.  Brilliant . 149.00 

1956  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49.00 

1957  Proof-64.  A  brilliant  gem . 14.00 

1957  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 14.00 

1957-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49.00 

1958  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19.00 

1959  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 140.00 

1959  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 140.00 

1959  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19.00 

1959-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 139.00 

1959-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 19.00 

1961  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295.00 

1961-D  MS-64  (NGC) . 22.00 

1962  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 19.00 


Kennedy  Half  Dollars 

1970-1993  Kennedy  halves.  A  PCGS-certified 
group  laden  with  many  brilliant  gems,  a  great 
starter  collection.  Includes  the  following  dates 
and  grades:  1970-D  (low  mintage)  MS-63, 
1971-D  MS-65,  1972-D  MS-65,  1976-S  MS- 
65.  40%  silver  composition.  1977  MS-65, 1978 
MS-65, 1978-D  MS-66, 1984-P  MS-65, 1984- 
D  MS-65,  1985-P  MS-65,  1989-D  MS-65, 
1993-S  Proof-66.  90%  silver  composition. 
1993-S  Proof-69.  Copper-nickel  composition. 
The  collection  is  yours  for .  265.00 


Silver  Dollars 


1794-1981 


Silver  dollars  are  one  of  the  most  popular  collecting 
areas,  and  it  is  quite  possible  that  Morgan  dollars  (1878- 
1921)  head  the  popularity  list  among  all  early  issues. 

Silver  dollars  of  the  1794-1804  era  are  attributed  to 
Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia  (Q.  David  Bowers)  and  are 
listed  by  “BB”  numbers  as  well  as  by  “B”  numbers  (the 
latter  from  The  United  States  Early  Silver  Dollars  from 
1794-1 803  (by  M.H.  Bolender).  The  Bowers  text  also 
gives  detailed  information  concerning  Liberty  Seated, 
Morgan,  Peace  and  later  dollar  types,  including  much 
history,  rarity,  and  price  information. 

For  Morgan  and  Peace  dollars,  Comprehensive  Cata¬ 
log  and  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Morgan  and  Peace  Silver 
Dollars  (Leroy  C.  Van  Allen/  A.  George  Mallis)  gives  a 
wealth  of  information  not  only  concerning  history  but 
also  minute  die  varieties,  while  The  Comprehensive  U.S. 
Silver  Dollar  Encyclopedia  (John  W.  Highfill)  gives 
information  concerning  market  prices  and  rarity,  as 
well  as  numerous  opinions  and  collecting  experiences. 

Flowing  Hair  Dollars 


Superb  Mint  State  1795  Dollar 


1795  Bowers  Borckardt-2 1 .  MS-61  (AN ACS  Cache). 
Sharply  struck  and  mostly  brilliant  with  reflective 
surfaces.  The  obverse  is  exceptionally  clean  and  free 
of  adjustment  marks  with  very  minor  adjustment 
marks  on  the  reverse.  A  superb  specimen  acquired 
by  us  as  part  of  a  type  set  recently  purchased.  One 
of  the  very  finest  we  have  ever  seen! ....  23,500.00 
1795  BB-21.  VG-8  (PCGS).  General  style  with  two 
leaves  under  each  wing  on  the  reverse.  Light  gray 
and  lilac  toning  over  smooth  surfaces.  A  very  nice 
example  of  the  date,  variety,  and  grade.  .  975.00 


A  Fine  Collection  is  Your  Best  Investment! 
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Collecting  Early 
Numismatic 

Auction  Catalogues 


by  Dr  Joel  J.  Orosz,  NLG 

Want  a  numismatic  collecting  challenge  that  combines  both 
extreme  rarity  and  low  prices?  This  may  seem  like  a  contradiction 
in  terms,  but  it  isn’t  if  you  choose  to  collect  the  early  catalogues 
published  by  pioneering  American  coin  dealers  before  1876. 
These  catalogues  comprise  what  is  sometimes  called  the  “Attinelli 
Series,”  after  Emmanuel  Joseph  Attinelli  ( 1 832- 1 895),  author  of 
the  classic  work  Numisgraphics,  which  attempted  to  list  every 
American  coin  auction  catalogue  printed  before  1876.  The 
complete  series,  according  to  numismatic  bookseller  Ken  Lowe, 
consists  of  about  350  catalogues. 

If  you  want  rarity,  these  early  sales  catalogues  have  it  to  burn. 
Again,  according  to  Mr.  Lowe,  for  most  catalogues  in  the  series, 
only  200  or  so  were  originally  printed,  and  typically  only  a  small 
fraction  of  these  were  saved  by  the  collectors  of  the  day.  In  many 
cases,  the  number  of  copies  that  have  survived  down  to  1 994  can 
be  counted  on  one  hand — which  makes  an  1804  silver  dollar 
common  by  comparison! 


Yet  these  rarities  won’t  cost  you  much.  Nearly 
all  catalogues  in  the  Attinelli  Series  sell  within  a 
range  of  $15  to  $30  apiece.  A  few  cost  much 
more,  of  course,  but  only  a  few.  How  many 
places  in  numismatics  are  left  where  you  can 
buy  a  great  rarity — and  get  change  back  from  a 
$20  bill? 

There  is  another  good  reason  to  buy — and  to 
read — Attinelli  Series  catalogues.  Many  contain 
significant  information  that  has  been  forgotten 
during  the  past  120  years.  For  example,  many  have 
the  names  of  buyers  at  the  sale,  and  the  prices  they 
paid  for  their  coins,  written  next  to  each  lot.  This 
information  is  absolutely  essential  to  researchers 
attempting  to  trace  coin  pedigrees.  The  early 
giants  of  the  hobby — Edward  Cogan,  W.  Elliot 
Woodward,  and  Ebenezcr  Locke  Mason  among 
them — left  not  only  their  knowledge,  but  also  evidence  of  their  lively 
personalities  inside  the  covers  of  these  catalogues.  This  makes  them  fun 
to  read,  as  well  as  valuable  to  own. 

Rarity — low  prices — knowledge — enjoyment:  it  all  comes  to¬ 
gether  in  the  Attinelli  Series.  And,  to  make  collecting  them  even 
more  enticing,  it  is  easy  to  start.  In  addition  to  Attinelli’s 
Numisgraphics,  there  are  two  other  references  of  great  value  to  the 
aspiring  collector:  John  Adams’  United  States  Numismatic  Litera¬ 
ture  Volume  One  and  Martin  Gengerke’s  American  Numismatic 
Auctions.  These  three  books  will  tell  you  everything  you  need  to 
know  to  become  a  knowledgeable  collector  of  early  numismatic 
sales. 

Before  you  begin,  however,  one  word  to  the  wise:  pre-1855 
American  numismatic  auction  catalogues  are  so  rare  as  to  be  virtually 
uncollectable.  Once  into  the  1 860s,  however,  many  catalogues  be¬ 
come  readily  available  at  a  reasonable  price.  Now  I  ask  you,  where 
else  in  numismatics  can  you  find  such  a  sleeper  cheaper? 


What’s  Happening  at  the  Mint ? 


Without  a  doubt,  the  U.S.  Mint  is  undergoing  some  changes, 
some  good  (such  as  having  a  citizen’s  review  committee  for 
commemorative  designs),  and  some  questionable.  In  the  latter 
category  is  the  fact  that  there  has  been  no  chief  engraver  for 
several  years  now — hey,  aren’t  we  interested  in  art  anymore? 

Further,  the  appointment  of  a  Mint  director  seems  to  be  a 
something  that  presidents  have  trouble  doing.  In  the  last  year  of 
the  Bush  administration  there  was  no  Mint  director,  after  the 
resignation  of  Donna  Pope.  Then  for  a  long  time,  Philip  Diehl 
acted  only  on  a  provisional  basis  before,  at  long  last,  being 
appointed  to  the  post. 

A  batch  of  news  clippings  sent  by  Gordon  C.  Pedersen,  plus 
a  flurry  of  articles  in  Coin  World  and  Numismatic  News, 
informed  us  that  the  Old  Mint  Museum  in  San  Francisco  will 
be  closed.  Cited  were  security  risks  (of  all  institutions,  the 
Treasury  Department,  which  runs  the  Mint,  shouldn’t  have  to 
worry  about  security!)  and  expenses. 

It  seems  to  your  editor  that  United  States  government  with 
all  of  its  cost-cutting  programs  has  been  severely  neglecting  the 
arts  (including  history).  While  spending  money  on  welfare, 
crime  control,  etc.,  is  all  well  and  good,  quite  possibly  a 
relatively  small  amount  of  money  spent  on  museums,  educa¬ 
tion,  and  the  like  would  pay  big  dividends  in  crime  prevention 


as  well — as  there  is  nothing  better  to  get  a  youngster  headed  on  the 
right  track  than  involvement  in  a  hobby  such  as  coin  collecting. 

I  bet  that  if  the  Clinton  administration  spent  $1  billion  on 
helping  kids  become  involved  in  hobbies — coin  collecting,  com¬ 
puters,  stamps,  etc. — the  government  would  save  $10  billion  in 
crime  prevention  and  other  costs. 

No  sooner  had  I  digested  the  fact  that  the  San  Francisco  Mint 
Museum  was  going  to  pack  up  shop,  than  in  the  mail  came  a  news 
release  from  the  Treasury  Department,  stating  this: 

The  United  States  Mint  at  Denver  is  one  of  the  most  popular 
tourist  attractions  in  Colorado,  drawing  more  than  20,000  visitors 
annually.  In  order  to  accommodate  the  large  number  of  tourists 
who  will  be  visiting  the  Denver  Mint  each  day  during  summer 
hours,  a  tour-by-ticket  reservation  program  will  be  instituted. 
Something  seems  wrong  with  this  picture!  Perhaps  the  powers 
that  be  in  San  Francisco  should  go  to  the  Denver  Mint  and  get  some 
ideas!  Although  Denver  is  a  really  great  city,  and  I  like  it  a  lot,  I 
thought  that  San  Francisco  was  a  more  popular  tourist  destination. 
Perhaps  someone  else  can  figure  it  out. 

Meanwhile,  in  the  “We  Are  Not  Sure  Ourselves  Of What  We 
Are  Doing”  Department,  the  Treasury  announced  that,  indeed, 
the  San  Francisco  Mint  Museum  will  stay  open,  at  least  for  a  short 
additional  period. 
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Draped  Bust  Dollars 

P%  BB-61.  Small  Date,  Large  Letters.  F-12.  Faint 
reverse  scratch . 995.00 

Exceptional  1797  BB-71  $1 


1797  BB-71.  10x6  Stars.  Large  Letters  reverse.  EF- 

40  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  quality  specimen  of  a 
variety  and  date  usually  seen  in  lower  grades,  and 
quite  rare  above  VF.  Original  mint  lustre  is  still 
visible  in  some  sections.  This  is  the  only  variety  of 
this  year  with  the  unusual  1 0x6  star  configuration. 
A  really  great  early  dollar!  . 4,750.00 


Outstanding  1797  BB-73  $1 


1797  BB-73.  9x7  Stars.  Small  Eagle.  Large  Letters. 
AU-50  (PCGS) .  A  splendid  coin,  one  of  the  finest 
we  have  ever  offered!  Much  original  lustre  re¬ 
mains.  One  of  the  most  significant  1 797  dollars  to 
come  on  the  market  in  recent  years . 9,750.00 

Silver  dollars  in  the  year  1 797  have  achieved  a  special  fame 
all  of  their  own,  because  there  are  just  three  die  varieties  (BB-7 1 , 
BB-72,  and  BB-73)  and  because,  for  some  reason,  relatively  few 
exist  in  grades  above  EF,  and  even  EF  coins  are  rare.  The  offering 
of  this  AU  piece  must  be  regarded  as  truly  exceptional,  an 
opportunity  that  may  not  recur  for  a  long  time. 


1797  BB-73.  9x7  Stars.  large  letters.  VE-35.  Very 
attractive  surfaces.  A  pleasing  specimen  of  this 
scarce  date .  1,950.00 


Important  1798  Small  Eagle  $1 
1 5  Obverse  Stars 
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1798  BB-81.  Small  Eagle.  VF-30.  Light  gray  and 
lilac  toning.  Very  attractive.  Rare  as  a  type;  the  vast 
majority  of  1798-dated  dollars  are  of  the  later 
Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  type . 3,850.00 

This  is  one  of  the  most  curious  varieties  in  the  early  dollar 
series  and  is  probably  the  most  fascinating  of  the  1 798  year.  The 
obverse  has  15  stars  instead  of  the  normal  13,  for  reasons  not 
known.  No  other  die  of  1798  has  this  feature.  The  reverse  has 
small  letters  and  is  from  the  identical  reverse  die  used  to  employ 
certain  other  varieties  struck  in  1795,  1796,  and  1797. 


Superb  1798  BB-118  $1 


1798  BB-118.  Heraldic  Eagle.  AU-50  (PCGS). 
Brilliant,  with  much  original  lustre  still  in  evi¬ 
dence.  An  outstanding  specimen  for  the  type 
collector  as  well  as  the  early  dollar  specialist. 
Certainly,  this  is  among  the  top  two  dozen  finest 

known . 4,950.00 

1800  BB-184,  B12.  VF-35.  Golden  toning  high¬ 
lights.  A  nice  specimen  of  the  Heraldic  Eagle 

reverse  type  used  1798-1804 . 975.00 

1800  AMERICAI  variety.  BB-192,  B-19.  VF-35 
(ANACS  Cache).  Medium  gray  surfaces.  795.00 

This  variety,  long  a  numismatic  favorite,  is  the  result  of  a  die 
flaw  after  the  final  A  in  AMERICA,  not  a  diecutting  error. 


1800  BB-194.  Dotted  Date.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Nicely 
struck.  Much  lustre  still  remains .  1,995.00 


The  dotted  date  feature,  listed  in  the  Guide  Book,  is  from 
some  interesting  die  flaws  in  the  date  area  of  the  coin;  these 
appear  as  tiny  raised  “islands.” 

1801  BB-214.  VF-25 . 795.00 

1801  BB-211.  VF-20  (PCGS).  Light  gray  and 
golden  toning.  A  nice  specimen  for  a  type  set. 
Scarce,  too! .  825.00 


Superb  1802  $1 


1802  BB-242.  R-4+.  EF-45.  Light  golden  and  gray 

toning  over  well  struck  surfaces.  A  superb  speci¬ 
men  of  this  scarce  date . 2,995.00 

1 803  BB-255.  AU-50  or  finer.  Brilliant  surfaces  with 

very  light  and  quite  attractive  toning.  Highly 
lustrous.  Well  struck.  An  exceptional  specimen  of 
this  scarce  date . 2,450.00 

1803  BB-255.  Large  3.  VF-25.  Scarce . 725.00 

Liberty  Seated  Dollars 

Important  1848  Dollar 

1 848  MS-60  (PCGS) .  Attractive  light  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing  with  some  prooflike  characteristics.  Another 
quality  specimen  for  the  specialist.  We  believe 
you’ll  agree  that  it  has  the  aesthetic  quality  of  an 


even  higher  graded  coin . 4,950.00 

1853  EF-40 . 625.00 


One  of  46,1 10  silver  dollars  coined  this  year;  much  if  not 
most  of  that  mintage  was  shipped  to  the  China  for  trade 
purposes. 


Rare  1855  Dollar 


1855  EF-45  (PCGS).  Light  silver-gray  surfaces.  One 
of  the  most  important  Philadelphia  Mint  issues  in 
the  series .  2,950.00 

Although  it  has  been  somewhat  overlooked  by  modern 
cataloguers  (for  few  exist,  or  are  even  seen,  in  Mint  State 
“investment  grade"),  the  1 855  is  a  prime  raritv  at  any  condition 
level.  It  is  believed  that  most  were  shipped  to  (  Inna  in  exchange 
for  goods  there,  in  the  era  before  the  U  N.  trade  dollar  became  a 
reality  (in  1873). 
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LIMITED  STATES  SILVER  COINS 


Classic  1858  Proof  Rarity 


1858  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning.  An 
ideal  combination  of  high  technical  grade,  high 
rarity,  and  excellent  aesthetic  appeal — all  you  could 
desire  in  a  classic  1858  dollar.  The  1858  stands 
alone  as  the  single  Philadelphia  Mint  Liberty  Seated 
dollar  struck  only  in  Proof  finish;  no  examples  were 

ever  made  for  circulation .  1 1 ,500.00 

Using  the  estimate  of  300  Proofs,  the  production  figure  is 
approximately  one-third  that  of  the  famous  1 895  Proof  Morgan 
dollar,  and  as  it  was  minted  several  decades  earlier,  attrition  has 
increased  the  difference  even  more. 

Choice  Proof  1871  $1 

1871  Proof-63.  A  beautiful  brilliant  coin  with  a  hint 
of  attractive  toning.  You’ll  like  this!  ....  2,850.00 

1871  AU-50.  Brilliant*.. . 495.00 

1872-S  VF-30.  Scarce,  desirable,  and  quite  attractive. 
Very  lightly  cleaned  long  ago,  now  naturally 
retoned  in  shades  of  silver  and  gold.  A  few  scat¬ 
tered  marks  are  noted,  and  a  tiny  rim  mark  is  seen 
at  1 :00  on  the  reverse.  Check  it  out;  your  satisfac¬ 
tion  is  guaranteed . 925.00 

The  1872-S,  mintage  9,000,  is  one  of  just  four  dates  coined 
in  San  Francisco  in  the  Liberty  Seated  dollar  series,  and  is  one  of 
just  two  readily  collectible  issues  (the  1 870-S  is  a  legendary  rarity, 
and  the  1 873-S  is  not  known  to  exist),  and  the  only  available  San 
Francisco  issue  of  the  With  Motto  style. 

Morgan  Dollars 

Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Morgan  silver 
dollars  (minted  from  1878  to  1921)  are  number  one 
on  the  popularity  list  with  our  clients.  And,  no  won¬ 
der.  Of  the  100  or  so  standard  varieties  listed  in  the 
Guide  Book  ofU.S.  Coins,  dozens  of  different  varieties 
can  be  bought  in  Mint  State  for  less  than  $100  each, 
and  many  other  choice  pieces  can  be  acquired  in  the 
$100  to  $1,000  range. 

If  you  would  like  to  begin  a  set  of  Morgan  dollars,  we 
offer  you  several  suggestions: 

1 .  Buy  one  each  of  as  many  different  coins  as  you  can 
afford,  in  grades  from  MS-63  to  MS-65.  The  pieces 
you  obtain  from  us  will  be  of  choice,  selected  quality, 
lustrous,  and  guaranteed  to  please! 

2.  Buy  one  each  as  above,  but  limit  your  expenditure 
to,  say,  $200  per  coin.  It  is  surprising  how  many 
different  dates  and  mintmarks  you  will  be  able  to 
acquire! 

3.  Start  a  collection  of  Carson  City  Morgan  dollars 
minted  1878  to  1885  and  again  from  1889  to  1893. 
We  like  these  a  lot,  and  believe  that  the  market  prices 
are  really  attractive.  Within  the  Carson  City  series,  a 
good  way  to  begin  is  to  get  one  each  of  1882-CC, 


1883-CC,  and  1884-CC.  We  have  brilliant,  frosty 
specimens  in  stock  ready  for  immediate  shipment. 

4.  Take  your  pick  of  one  of  these  special  collections 
assembled  by  Dave  Bowers,  Ray  Merena,  and  Mark 
Borckardt.  We  guarantee  you’ll  be  pleased  with  the 
quality,  value  for  the  price  paid,  and  the  selection  we 
make  for  you: 

Special  Morgan  Set  No.  1 

STARTER  SET  of  Morgan  silver  dollars:  A  great  way 
to  begin  a  high-grade  collection  of  this  beautiful  series! 
We’ll  select  $1,000  or  more  worth  of  dates  and 
mintmarks  of  the  early  years,  1878  to  1904  era,  each 
brilliant,  lustrous,  and  certified  as  MS-63,  MS-64,  or 
MS-65.  The  set  will  include  at  least  two  different  CC 
coins  as  well  as  specimens  from  the  other  three  early 
mints  (Philadelphia,  New  Orleans,  and  San  Francisco). 
Your  net  price  is  $895.00.  In  addition,  if  you  request, 
we’ll  send  some  other  pieces  to  you  on  approval  to  add 
to  your  set  if  you  wish  (each  piece  will  carry  a  special 
discount).  Ask  for  “Special  Morgan  Set  No.  1 .” 

Special  Morgan  Set  No.  2 

As  preceding,  but  we’ll  select  $3,000  or  more  worth 
of  dates  and  mintmarks  of  the  early  years,  1878  to 
1904  era,  each  brilliant,  lustrous,  and  certified  as  MS- 
63,  MS-64,  or  MS-65.  The  set  will  include  at  least  four 
or  five  different  CC  coins  as  well  as  numerous  speci¬ 
mens  from  the  other  three  early  mints  (Philadelphia, 
New  Orleans,  and  San  Francisco).  Your  net  price  is 
$2,695,  which  will  include  over  $3,000  worth  of  coins 
PLUS  the  two-volume  book  set,  Dave  Bowers’  Silver 
Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia  (list  price:  $149).  Ifyou  already 
own  the  book,  then  tell  us,  and  send  just  $2,595  for 
the  coins  alone.  In  addition,  if  you  request,  we’ll  send 
some  other  choice  Morgan  dollars  to  you  on  approval 
to  add  to  your  set  if  you  wish  (each  piece  will  carry  a 
special  discount).  Ask  for  “Special  Morgan  Set  No.  2.” 

Special  Morgan  Set  No.  3 

This  is  our  most  deluxe  Special  Set.  It  is  similar  to 
No.  2,  but  has  even  more  coins — each  one  selected  for 
its  quality  and  beauty!  You’ll  get  over  $  1 0,000  worth 
of  coins  at  our  regular  prices,  discounted  to  you  for 
only  $8,850  with  the  two-volume  book  set,  or  $8,750 
without  it.  This  set  of  coins  will  propel  you  into  the 
“advanced  numismatist”  status  in  the  Morgan  dollar 
series.  And,  if  desired,  well  send  you  some  additional 
Morgan  dollars  on  approval,  and  will  keep  a  “want 
list”  showing  pieces  you  still  need. 

Special  Carson  City  Set  No.  4 

This  set  consists  of  one  each,  1882-CC,  1883-CC, 
and  1884-CC,  each  lustrous,  brilliant  MS-63  certi¬ 
fied,  total  value  $232.00,  net:  $209.00. 

Special  Carson  City  Set  No.  5 

This  set  consists  of  one  each  of  1878-CC,  1880- 
CC,  1881-CC,  1882-CC,  1883-CC,  1884-CC,  and 
1885-CC,  each  lustrous,  brilliant  MS-63  or  MS-64 
certified,  total  value  over  $1,100.00,  net:  $995.00. 

1787  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-64 . 425.00 

1878  7  Tailfeathers,  Reverse  of  1878.  (3rd  Reverse). 

MS-64 .  129.00 

1878  7  Tailfeathers,  Reverse  of  1879  (3rd  Reverse; 


slanting  top  arrow  feather).  MS-63.  Brilliant  with 

strong  mint  lustre . 139.00 

1 878  7  Tailfeathers,  Reverse  of  1 879.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 139.00 

1 878-S  to  1 882-S  San  Francisco  dollar  set  of  7  Pieces. 
MS-60  to  AU,  representing  the  first  seven  dates 
from  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  in  custom  plastic 
display  holder.  The  five  coins  dated  1 878-S  through 
1 882-S  pieces  average  MS-62;  and  the  two  coins 
dated  1883-S  and  1884-S  are  AU-50  to  AU-53. 
Ask  for  Early  San  Francisco  Morgan  Dollar  Set” 


when  ordering .  549.00 

1 878-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67.00 


Splendid  1879-CC$1 


1879-CC  “Perfect  CC”  variety.  MS-63,  prooflike 

(NGC).  A  superb  specimen,  very  sharply  struck 
and  with  delicate  iridescent  toning.  One  of  the 
nicest  1 879-CC  dollars  we  have  ever  seen  in  any 
grade . 2,995.00 

The  1879-CC  is  the  pivotal  coin  in  a  set  of  Carson  City 
dollars  of  the  early  years  1878  through  1885. 

1 879-CC  Normal  mintmark.  EF-45.  A  nice  specimen 
of  the  second  rarest  Carson  City  Morgan.  325.00 

Interestingly,  this  issue  is  rarer  in  EF  grade  than  Mint  State! 

1879-0  MS-64.  A  satiny  gem  with  strong  cartwheel 
lustre  on  both  sides.  Rare  so  nice! . 560.00 

The  first  New  Orleans  Mint  Morgan  dollar  issue. 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-62.  Brilliant. ..  129.00 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-62  (PCGS). ...  129.00 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878  (2nd  Reverse,  with  parallel 
top  arrow  feather).  MS-60  (PCGS).  Prooflike 
reverse  with  light  golden  toning . 1 19.00 

The  1 879-S  with  2nd  Reverse  is  much  rarer  than  the  usually 
seen  3rd  Reverse  (with  slanting  top  feather).  It  is  believed  that  the 
majority  of  extant  pieces  on  the  market  today  came  from  the 


LaVere  Redfield  hoard  dispersed  in  1976. 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  AU-58 .  59.00 

1879-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 145.00 

1879-S  MS-64 . 63.00 

1879-S  MS-63 . 42.00 

1879-S  MS-62 . 29.00 

1879- S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 29.00 

1880  MS-63 .  54.00 

1880  MS-62 . 29.00 

1880- CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  575.00 


This  variety,  distinguished  by  having  a  parallel  top  feather 
to  the  arrow  on  the  reverse,  is  about  five  times  rarer  than  the 
regular  (with  slanting  top  feather)  issue. 

1880-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63.  Brilliant. 289.00 
1880-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant .  289.00 

1880-CC  3rd  Reverse,  8/7  in  date.  MS-64. .  375.00 
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Q 

A 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


In  your  October  24,  1994,  issue  of  The  Coin 
Collector,  you  discussed  the  1974  aluminum 
Lincoln  cent.  I  am  wondering  what  some¬ 
thing  like  that  might  be  worth,  and  is  it  legal 
or  not?  — L.R. 


15  to  EF-40. 

I  have  noticed  that  since  the  publication  of 
your  wonderful  two-volume  epic  Encyclope¬ 
dia  on  silver  dollars,  that  the  number  of  dealer 
advertisements  to  sell  these  early  cartwheels 
has  increased  tremendously  in  all  grade  and 
price  ranges  both  “certified”  in  plastic  and 
raw.  Interestingly,  some  dealers  who  “over¬ 
looked”  these  coins  are  now  actively  involved 
in  both  promoting  their  potential  and  trying 
to  sell  collector-grade  specimens. 

Have  you  noticed  this  increased  interest  in 
early  dollars?  Demand?  Availability? 

My  only  regret  is  that  I  will  probably  have  to  compete 
with  additional  buyers  for  pieces  that  were  relative. sleep¬ 
ers  for  the  last  15  years!  What  do  you  think?  — Dr.  S.K. 


Presently,  the  United  States  government  takes 
the  position  that  the  couple  dozen  or  so  1974 
aluminum  cents  (distributed  to  various  indi¬ 
viduals  without  restrictions  by  Mint  Director 
Mary  Brooks,  who  later,  upon  second  thoughts,  requested  that 
they  be  returned),  cannot  be  legally  held.  As  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  and  as  a  numismatist,  I  disagree,  but  probably  no 
one  owning  such  a  1 974  aluminum  cent  (and  I  have  never  seen 
one  in  the  flesh)  could  afford  to  fight  the  federal  government. 
However,  it  would  be  a  nice  test  case  for  some  numismatically- 
minded  attorney  with  a  pro  bono  publico  sense. 

It  is  worth  noting  that  at  various  times  in  numismatic 
history,  the  Treasury  Department,  in  its  presumably  infinite 
wisdom,  decreed  these  practices  to  be  illegal: 

•  To  illustrate  any  U.S.  coin  with  a  black  and  white 
photograph  in  a  catalogue. 

•  To  own  any  United  States  pattern  coin. 

•  To  own  any  piece  of  Confederate  States  of  America  paper 
money  (on  the  logic  that  the  United  States  was  heir  to  the 
Confederacy  and  thus  owned  all  of  its  obsolete  notes). 

If  a  1974  aluminum  cent  could  be  legally  held  and  presented 
at  auction,  my  guess  is  that  it  would  bring  in  the  range  of  $  1 0,000 
to  $20,000.  By  comparison,  aluminum  strikes  of  Indian  cents 
which  exist  for  numerous  dates  in  the  late 
1 9th  century,  are  much  rarer  (ranging  from 
unique  to,  say,  a  half  dozen  known  in  most 
instances),  and  in  Proof-63  grade  would 
typically  bring  $2,000  to  $4,000.  The  ap¬ 
peal  of  the  1974  is  that  it  is  a  modern 
pattern,  and  modern  patterns  produced 
within  the  Mint  are  not  readily  collectible, 
and  also  it  is  a  very  famous  issue. 

If  Mary  Brooks  had  given  me  a  1974 
aluminum  cent,  you  can  bet  your  bottom 
dollar  that  I  would  not  even  consider 
returning  it' 

&  A  A 

I  have  been  a  collector  of 
early  Flowing  Hair  and 
Draped  Bust  dollars, 


A 


Thank  you  for  your  note.  While  I  would  not 
particularly  attribute  my  book  to  an  increase  in 
interest  in  silver  dollars,  without  doubt  there  has 
been  a  great  deal  more  interest  than  before.  One 
of  America’s  leading  rare  coin  dealers,  more  of  the  “merchant” 
type  than  the  “numismatist”  type,  recently  told  me  he  was 
going  to  use  the  book  to  aid  in  building  his  very  first  specialized 
collection,  one  each  of  every  different  variety  he  can  find  priced 
at  less  than  $1,000  (but,  then  he  broke  his  rule  and  bought  a 
rare  1794!). 

I  have  had  quite  a  few  comments  that  there  is  a  lot  of 
information  now  available  all  in  one  place,  easy  to  access,  and 
that  dealers  (who  have  been  the  main  ones  writing  to  me  in  this 
regard)  have  been  quite  grateful.  With  the  easy-finding  guide, 
just  about  anyone  can  quickly  attribute  a  1795  dollar,  for 
example,  to  its  die  variety. 

The  book  was  fun  to  write,  and  when  I  get  a  letter  such  as 
yours,  it  reminds  me  once  again  how  enjoyable  silver  dollars 


are. 


Q 


We  invite  readers  to 
submit  questions 
concerning  general  or 
specific  aspects  of  United 
States  numismatics. 

Q.  David  Bowers  will 
do  his  best  to  answer 
them  in  this  column. 


We  are  planning  to  issue  separate  volumes  about  silver 
dollars;  in  other  words,  to  divide  the  Encyclopedia  into  a 
collection  ol  books,  with  specialized  volumes  on  these  aspects: 

•  1794-1804  Early  dollars. 

•  1836-1873  Gobrecht  and  Liberty  Seated  dollars. 

•  1873-1885  Trade  dollars. 

•  1878-1921  Morgan  dollars. 

•  1921-1979  Peace,  Eisenhower,  and 
Anthony  dollars. 

Here  is  a  call  for  Rare  Coin  Review 
readers  to  let  us  know  about  any  typo¬ 
graphical  or  other  errors,  new  discoveries, 
etc.  This  set  ofbooks  will  probably  be  done 
in  1996.  In  this  way,  someone  who  does 
not  want  to  part  with  over  $  1 00  to  acquire 
the  complete  Encyclopedia  can  buy  only  the 
specialities  of  greatest  interest. 

AAA 

I  am  collecting  Lincoln 
cents  of  the  1909-1931 
years  in  MS-63  to  MS- 
65,  and  would  like  a  sug¬ 
gestion  as  to  what  to  look  for  in  quality. 


Q 


1794-1803,  for  15  years  and  continue  to  I  have  found  that  although  the  coins  I  have  bought  from 

collect  hy  date/variety  in  the  mid-condition  range,  i.e.,  F-  Bowers  and  Merena  have  always  been  nice,  those  I  have 
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bought  from  other  sources  have  not  been  as  fine.  In  particular,  I 
don’t  know  how  to  account  for  spotting  on  the  coins,  and  how  to 
avoid  buying  these.  Can  you  clue  me  in,  as  your  company  must 
have  some  guidelines  when  you  buy.  I  saw  Mark  Borckardt  at  the 
Long  Beach  show  and  had  a  nice  talk  with  him,  but  forgot  to  ask 
this  question.  — W.G. 

A  Some  tiny  spots  are  endemic  to  just  about  all  copper 
coins  that  have  not  been  cleaned.  These,  sometimes 
called  flyspecks,  are  from  a  variety  of  causes,  including 
normal  toning,  mist  from  the  mouth  or  nose  of  some 
coin-observer  years  ago,  traces  of  fingerprints,  moisture  in  the  atmo¬ 
sphere,  etc. 

The  “clue”  is  simple:  Use  your  own  judgment.  We  do.  If  a  coin  has 
a  large  spot,  or  an  area  of  corrosion,  don’t  buy  it.  Certification  is  not 
of  much  help  here,  for  Mark  Borckardt  was  offered  a  slabbed  MS-68 
(super  high  grade)  Lincoln  cent  at  a  convention,  showed  it  to  me,  and 
asked,  “What  grade  does  a  Lincoln  cent  have  to  be  in  not  to  have  spots?” 
In  this  instance,  the  coin  was  vastly  overgraded  (I  would  have  called  it, 
“MS-63  with  black  spot  on  reverse”). 

I  would  examine  with  your  naked  eye  (without  magnification)  any 
Lincoln  cent  offered,  to  see  if  it  is  attractive.  This  is  perhaps  the  most 
important  thing  to  do.  After  that,  I  would  use  4X  or  8X  magnification 
to  check  the  surface  for  spots.  If  they  are  light  and  blend  in  with  the 
surface,  they  may  be  okay,  especially  on  a  coin  described  as  Brown 
Uncirculated  (BN  fn  slab  terminology)  or  Red  and  Brown  Uncirculated 
(RB).  If  you  are  buying  a  brilliant  (RD)  coin,  then  spots  become  more 
obvious.  In  all  cases,  avoid  large,  significant,  corrosion-type  spots. 

T rying  to  convince  people  to  become  connoisseurs  is  not  easy  to  do! 
Try  to  resist  “bargains.”  For  my  money,  I  would  rather  pay  $200  for  a 
truly  nice  MS-63  RB  cent  of  a  scarce  variety,  than  $  1 00  for  an  MS-63 
RB  with  unsightly  spots. 

A  A  A 


QAs  your  Armand  Champa  Library  Sale  was  in 
progress  I  came  into  the  back  of  the  room  and 
watched  the  activity.  It  was  very  impressive!  I  have 
never  owned  any  very  old  or  even  slightly  old 
numismatic  books,  but  after  reading  the  catalogue  I’d  like  to  get 
started.  What  about  coin  newspapers  and  magazines,  too?  Any 
suggestions? - C.C. 

A  Sometimes  questions  about  a  specific  area  come  in 
bunches,  and  it  is  quite  pleasing  to  report  that  the 
Champa  Library  Sale  has  stirred  up  a  great  deal  of 
interest.  1  have  written  a  couple  of  mini-commentaries 
based  upon  these  questions.  Now,  to  your  question: 

While  numismatic  books  can  be  collected  as  objects  in  themselves, 
my  own  recommendation  is  to  seek  pieces  that  you  would  like  to  read 
as  well  as  simply  possess.  Among  1 9th-century  books,  I  suggest  that  Dr. 
Montroville  W.  Dickeson’s  American  Numismatical Manual 1 839,  or 


its  slightly  differently  titled  later  editions,  American  Numismatic  Manual, 
would  be  interesting  to  browse  through,  representing  as  it  does  the  first 
large-scale  reference  work  on  American  coin  collecting.  Depending 
upon  the  condition,  copies  are  usually  available  in  the  range  of  $  1  50  to 
$300.  The  covers  were  not  particularly  durable,  a  typical  example  is  apt 
to  have  a  somewhat  loose  binding.  Under  separate  cover  I  am  sending 
you  a  Xerox  of  the  latest  issue  of  The  Asylum,  journal  of  the  Numismatic 
Bibliomania  Society.  Many  fine  dealers  in  out-of-print  books  advertise 
there,  and  if  you  send  them  a  want  list,  I  am  sure  you  will  be  rewarded 
with  quotations. 

A  less  expensive  suggestion  would  be  to  begin  your  library  with  items 
of  our  own  era.  Auction  catalogues  of  the  past  50  years  are  very 
inexpensive  for  the  most  part,  as  are  back  issues  of  The  Numismatist,  The 
Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine,  Coins  Magazine,  and  COIN  age,  just  to 
mention  a  few.  You  will  be  pleasantly  surprised  to  find  just  how  enjoyable 
it  is  to  look  through  a  pile  of  any  one  of  these  periodicals  from  years  ago, 
and  read  the  articles.  They  are  literally  a  gold  mine  of  information. 

Although  I  haven’t  come  across  anyone  who  has  collected  them, 
possibly  because  of  their  bulk,  Numismatic  News,  and  Coin  World  are 
likewise  a  treasure  trove  of  useful  things  to  read.  In  recent  years,  I  haven’t 
seen  a  complete  run  of  either  {Numismatic  News  dating  from  1952  and 
Coin  World  dating  from  I960)  offered  for  sale.  However,  I  imagine  that 
issues  dating  back  10  or  20  years  could  be  had  almost  for  the  asking. 
Probably  a  good  place  to  check  would  be  your  local  coin  shop.  Often  in 
the  course  of  buying  a  collection,  a  dealer  will  acquire  a  library  as  well,  and 
will  be  happy  to  find  an  outlet  for  some  of  the  modern  publications. 

AAA 

I  have  recently  become  interested  in  Capped  Bust 
half  dollars  (1807-1836).  When  studying  the  history 
of  these  coins,  I  came  across  some  confusing  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  possibility  that  many  Capped  Bust 
halves  were  found  in  bank  vaults  following  President  Franklin  D. 
Roosevelt’s  “bank  holiday”  in  March  1933.  In  Volume  I,  Issue 
number  2  (January  31,  1994)  of  your  newspaper,  The  Coin 
Collector ,  you  responded  to  a  very  similar  question  asked  by 
another  collector  by  saying:  “I  seriously  doubt  if  many,  or  even  any 
banks  still  had  Capped  Bust  coinage  as  legal  reserves  at  that  time.” 
A  while  later,  I  was  reading  in  Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  when 
I  came  across  this  statement  on  page  380  by  Breen  himself:  “These 
coins  [Capped  Bust  halves]  came  to  public  attention  about  1933- 
34  when  Pres.  Roosevelt’s  bank  holiday  resulted  in  exhaustive 
searches  of  many  cashier’s  vaults.  Others  showed  up  during  the 
same  period  owing  to  bank  failures...” 

From  this  statement,  I  would  conclude  that  Mr.  Breen  believes 
that  Capped  Bust  halves  were  found  during  the  bank  holiday.  Did 
Mr.  Breen  have  any  facts  to  back  this  up?  Since  I  can  t  ask  him,  I 
would  like  to  know  your  current  opinion  on  this  issue.  Do  you  still 
believe  that  it  was  improbable  they  (the  coins)  could  have  been 
found  in  the  bank  vaults?  Is  there  any  evidence  to  support  the  issue 
either  way? 

Thank  you  so  much  for  taking  the  time  to  read  this  letter.  I  hope 
you  will  have  the  time  to  personally  respond.  I  greatly  respect  your 
opinion.  — M.H. 

A  I  have  no  new  information.  Ifany  reader  has  any,  I  would 
be  happy  to  share  it.  I  imagine  that  if  any  significant 
number  of  such  pieces  had  come  to  light  in  the  1930s, 
this  would  have  been  reflected  by  increased  offerings  by 
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dealers,  or  editorial  mention  in  The  Numismatist,  or  some  other 
disclosure. 

Capped  Bust  halves  became  obsolete  after  the  Coinage  Act  of 
February  2 1 ,  1853,  which  lowered  the  weight  standard.  By  that  time, 
such  early  halves  were  worth  more  in  melt-down  value  than  face  value. 
In  order  for  a  bank  to  have  kept  such  pieces  in  its  reserves,  the 
institution  would  have  had  to  have  been  founded  prior  to  the  1850s. 

Having  seen  a  number  of  bank  ledgers  and  reports  of  the  1 830s  and 
1840s,  I  can  report  that  the  typical  institution  had  very  little  specie 
(silver  and  gold  coins)  on  hand  even  when  such  coins  were  current. 
However,  hope  springs  eternal,  and  perhaps  somewhere  a  bank  had  or 
still  has  some  really  old  coins  in  its  vault,  as  the  Bank  of  New  York  did 
a  couple  generations  ago  when  it  discovered  a  cache  of  1787  Fugio 
copper  cents. 

*  i  i 


Q  Having  read  your  articles  on  cycles  in  the  coin 
market,  and  being  a  specialist  in  half  cents,  I  wonder 
if  you  could  make  a  few  remarks  on  cycles  as  related 
especially  to  half  cents,  just  as  if  I  wrote  to  Gourmet 
magazine  and  asked  for  a  recipe.  Thanks.  R.Y. 

A  Glad  to  do  it!  First  of  all,  buy  a  half  dozen  eggs  and  some 
stone-ground  wheat  flour.  Just  kidding!  On  to  half 
cents: 

Halfcents,  minted  intermittently  from  1793  through 
1857,  have  never  been  in  the  limelight.  Further,  the  vast  majority  of 


pieces  are  in  worn  grades,  not  Mint  State  or  Proof.  Indeed,  for  some 
early  varieties  of  half  cents,  a  grade  of  VG-8  would  be  a  prize,  as  you 
know. 

Accordingly,  half  cents  have  not  attracted  the  interest  of  investors, 
and,  although  collectors  certainly  play  a  part,  investors  have  been 
responsible  for  many  modern  market  cycles.  The  run-up  in  the  1 980s, 
culminating  in  March  1 989,  saw  prices  of  higher  grade  coins  in  all  series 
(including  half  cents)  rise,  but  not  much  impact  was  felt  on  lower 
grades. 

It  is  probably  not  correct  to  say  the  half  cent  market  has  never  moved 
in  “cycles”  in  the  way  that  silver  dollars,  commemoratives,  rolls  and 
gold  coins  have  (to  mention  a  few  series).  Rather,  the  trend  has  been 
upwards  over  the  long  term,  with  a  few  wiggles  in  the  graph  here  and 
there  in  response  to  economic  conditions,  inflation,  and  the  coin 
market  in  general. 

The  fact  that  half  cents  have  not  appealed  to  investors  is  a  blessing  for 
collectors  such  as  you,  as  the  competition  you  have  for  scarce  varieties  is 
strictly  on  the  part  of  other  specialists.  Thus,  pieces  are  available  for  true 
market  prices  (that  is  market  prices  based  on  collector  demand). 

I  am  reminded  of  a  situation  involving  colonial  and  state  coins 
(other  areas  not  attractive  to  investors).  In  analyzing  the  results  of  the 
state  copper  coinage  sold  in  our  sale  of  the  Frederick  Taylor  Collection 
a  few  years  ago,  I  noted  that  many  coins  had  multiplied  in  value  by 
1 ,000%  or  even  more  over  the  consignor’s  cost. 

Indeed,  if  Mr.  Taylor  had  deliberately  sought  to  find  a  better 
investment  than  colonial  coins,  he  probably  would  not  have  succeeded! 
If  you  were  to  have  asked  Mr.  Taylor  about  his  coin  investment,  he 
probably  would  have  demurred,  stating  something  like  “I  am  just  a 
collector.” 

However,  like  the  tortoise  and  the  hare,  collectors  do  far  better.  By 
the  way,  the  same  philosophy  for  colonials  could  probably  be  said  for 
large  cents,  early  half  dollars,  Hard  Times  tokens,  and  certain  other 
series  including  your  half  cents. 


A  Golden  Treasure — The  Alexandria  Hoard  of  Kellogg  $20 


“Dear  Dave: 

“I  am  still  researching  the  “Alexandria  Hoard”  of  Kellogg  $20 
gold  and  have  come  to  a  temporary  standstill.  I  did  want  to  share 
information  uncovered  though.  You  have  my  permission  to  use  it 
in  any  manner  you  desire  if  you  deem  it  interesting  or  worthwhile. 

“During  the  summer  of  1 909,  two  boys  were  swimming  in  the 
Little  Blue  River  in  Southern  Nebraska.  This  river  is  framed  at 
points  by  limestone  bluffs.  One  boy  was  an  orphan  named  John 
May;  he  found  one  of  the  Kellogg  pieces  embedded  in  a  sandbar 
along  the  bank  near  the  bluff.  The  other  boy’s  name  was  James 
McFarland. 

“They  raked  through  the  sand  and  found  a  total  of  three  coins. 
These  three  coins  were  kept  by  a  man  named  Spaulding,  with 
whom  the  May  boy  lived.  He  demanded  to  know  where  the  coins 
were  found,  but  the  boys  wouldn’t  tell.  The  boys  returned  the  next 
day,  turning  their  attention  to  the  bluff  above  the  river.  The 
McFarland  boy  found  a  sack  containing  55  Kellogg  $20  gold 
I  pieces.  His  father  took  possession. 

The  cave  where  the  gold  was  found  has  been  purposely 


collapsed  because  the  bluff  consists  primarily  of  a  fragile  lime¬ 
stone — the  owner  rightfully  was  fearful  of  a  cave-in. 

“I  have  uncovered  much  concerning  the  original  history  of  the 
golden  treasure  hoard,  mostly  about  the  tragic  deaths  of  Abernathy 
and  Bennett,  the  two  ranchers  who  were  killed  in  a  Pawnee  Indian 
raid.  The  gold  belonged  to  Abernathy.  I  believe  this  will  make  a 
most  interesting  story. 

“I  have  reached  a  standstill  with  the  Geneva,  Nebraska  bank  in 
which  $1,100  was  deposited,  but  I’m  still  working  on  it. 

“In  the  meantime,  I  am  preparing  a  manuscript.  My  plans  are 
to  submit  it  to  The  Numismatist.  I  hope  they  will  be  interested  in 
a  paper  which  is  more  historically-based  than  numismatic.  Thank 
you  for  your  interest  in  my  research.  I  will  share  any  new  informa¬ 
tion  with  you  when  I  can  positively  verify  it. 

“Sincerely,” 

TomJ.  Hammond 

Editor's  note:  If  anyone  has  any  other  information  on  the  above, 
we  ’ll  pass  it  along  to  Tom.  Sounds  like  an  interesting  bit  of  research! 
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1880-CC  3rd  Reverse,  8/7  in  date.  MS-63.  Bril¬ 
liant .  183.00 

1880-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 255.00 

1880-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 185.00 

1880-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 170.00 

1880-CC  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165.00 

1880-0  VAM-la.  MS-63.  This  is  the  “Hangnail” 
variety  (FS#  $1-005.1)  as  described  in  the  third 
edition  of  the  Cherrypicker’s  Guide  (available  from 

our  Publications  Department) . 420.00 

1880-0  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces  with  a 
nuance  of  quite  beautiful  golden  toning.  420.00 
1880-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Scarce  in  Uncirculated 

grades.  Lustrous . 115.00 

1880-S  MS-63 . 42.00 

1880- S  MS-62 . 29.00 

1881- CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 235.00 

1881-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 199.00 

1881-S  MS-64 . 63.00 

1881-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 42.00 

1881- S  MS-62 . 29.00 

1882- CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 75.00 

1884  MS-60.  Brilliant . 23.00 

1884-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 145.00 

1884-0  MS-64 . 63.00 

1884-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 42.00 

1884- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 275.00 

1885  MS-65.  Brilliant . 145.00 

1885- CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 275.00 

1885-0  MS-64, . 63.00 

1885-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 42.00 

1885- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 115.00 

1886  MS-65.  Brilliant . 145.00 

1886  MS-63.  Brilliant . 42.00 

1886- 0  MS-61.  Brilliant . 425.00 

1886-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265.00 

1886-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 165.00 

1886- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165.00 

1887/6  Overdate.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  hint  of  light 

golden  toning  is  noted .  595.00 

1887  MS-64 . 63.00 

1887  MS-63 . 42.00 

1887- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99.00 

1889  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67.00 

1889-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 189.00 

1889-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 135.00 

Gem  1890-CC  Dollar 


1890-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  gem  surfaces 
with  light  golden  toning.  A  superb  specimen  in 
every  respect.  If  you  have  been  searching  for  a 
really  gorgeous  1890-CC,  this  is  it! . 3,600.00 


1890-CC  MS-62  (NGC)  Brilliant . 265.00 

1890-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265.00 

1890- CC  Tail  Bar  variety.  EF-45 . 95.00 

1891  MS-63.  Brilliant . 170.00 

1 89 1  -CC  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Fairly  scarce  at  this  grade 

level .  335.00 

1891- CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185.00 

1892  MS-64.  One  of  the  scarcer  Philadelphia  Mint 

issues  of  the  era . 725.00 

1892- CC  MS-63.  Very  sharply  struck.  Brilliant.  Scarce 

Carson  City  issue . 850.00 

1892-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 665.00 

1892-CC  AU-50 . 210.00 

1892-S  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,100.00 

1892- S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Much  original 

mint  lustre  still  remains.  Popular . 2,100.00 

1893  MS-6 1 .  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  with  j ust  a  hint  of 

pale  gold  at  the  obverse  rims . 385.00 

1893- CC  MS-60  PL  (PCGS).  Highly  reflective  sur¬ 
faces  and  lightly  frosted  motifs .  1,495.00 

1893-S  F-12.  Attractively  toned . 975.00 

1 893- S  VG-8.  An  affordable  example  of  this  rare  and 

desirable  branch  mint  issue . 725.00 

1894  AU-50.  One  of  the  most  desirable  issues  in  the 
series.  Generous  amounts  of  mint  lustre.  625.00 

1894  VF-30.  Rose  toning  highlights  on  silver  gray 
surfaces . 295.00 

1894- S  AU-58.  Very  faint  rose  over  brilliant  surfaces 

with  just  a  touch  of  friction . 285.00 

1895- 0  AU-55.  A  scarce  and  desirable  branch  mint 

issue  whose  value  grows  considerably  in  grades 
above  this.  Lustrous .  1,450.00 

1895-0  AU-50.  A  highly  important  issue.  ..  875.00 

1895-0  EF-40 .  195.00 

1895-0  VF-30 .  135.00 

1895- 0  VF-20 .  125.00 

1896- 0  MS-60.  Attractive  gunmetal-gray. ..  850.00 

1896-0  AU-58 .  225.00 

1896-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  only  a 

slight  trace  of  wear  on  the  high  points.  ..  225.00 

1896-0  AU-55.  A  lustrous,  nicely  toned  example  of 
a  date  that  is  a  known  rarity  at  the  Uncirculated 
grade  level.  A  good  value . 140.00 

1896- 0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 1 19.00 

1897- 0  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Somewhat 

scarce  at  this  level .  1,295.00 

1897-0  MS-61.  Brilliant.  Scarce  issue . 825.00 

1897-0  MS-60.  Brilliant.  Elusive  in  MS . 595.00 

1897-0  MS-60  (PCGS).  A  rarity  in  Mint  State. 
Lustrous  surfaces.  Nice  for  the  grade . 595.00 

1897- 0  AU-50 .  85.00 

1898- 0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 145.00 

Morgan  dollar  history  is  fascinating.  Did  you  know  that  at 
one  time  the  1898-0  was  considered  to  be  one  of  the  foremost 
rarities  in  the  series?  Then,  in  autumn  1962,  the  universe  of 
Morgan  dollars  rearranged  itself. 

1899  MS-65  (NGC) . 625.00 

1899- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 265.00 

1900  MS-65.  Brilliant . 180.00 

1900  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant . 180.00 

1900- O/CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare  in  this 

high  grade . 1,375.00 

The  Carson  City  Mint  ceased  coinage  operations  in  1893, 
but  it  was  not  known  if  they  would  resume  (earlier,  in  1885, 
when  there  was  a  cessation,  the  mint  reopened  later  in  1889). 


Accordingly,  reverse  dies  (which  were  undated  and  could  be  used 
at  any  time)  were  retained.  By  1 900,  it  was  realized  that  coinage 
would  not  recommence,  and  at  least  six  CC  dies  were  sent  back 
to  Philadelphia  (where  all  dies,  including  those  for  branch  mints, 
were  prepared),  overstamped  with  O  mintmarks,  and  shipped  to 
New  Orleans  for  use.  Hence,  the  curious  1900-O/CC 
overmintmark. 

1900-O/CC  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Beautiful . 525.00 

1900-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 350.00 

1901  Proof  Rarity 


1901  Proof-62.  Brilliant.  A  very  attractive  specimen 
of  the  second  scarcest  (after  1895)  Philadelphia 
Morgan  dollar  in  higher  grades.  As,  for  all  practical 
purposes,  Mint  State  coins  are  unavailable,  this 
Proof  will  enable  you  to  make  an  “end  run”  and 
obtain  a  nice  coin  for  reasonable  cost. .  2,750.00 

1901  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous . 675.00 

1901  AU-55.  Easily  among  the  most  desirable  of  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  Morgan  dollar  issues.  Seldom 
encountered  in  Uncirculated  grades,  with  even 
attractive  AU  specimens  considered  quite  scarce. 

Warm  rose  and  gold  toning . 325.00 

1901  AU-53 . 275.00 

1901-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 235.00 

1901-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 42.00 

1901- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 320.00 

1902- S  MS-62.  Brilliant.  A  scarcer  issue . 199.00 

1903- S  EF-45.  A  scarce  San  Francisco  Morgan  dollar 

issue.  Generous  amounts  of  mint  lustre  under 
medium  golden  surfaces . 425.00 

1903-S  EF-40 . 350.00 

1903- S  VF-20 . 75.00 

1904  MS-63.  Brilliant . 165.00 

1904  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 77.00 

1904- 0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 63.00 

1904-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 42.00 

Splendid  1904-S  Rarity 


1 904-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  fields  with 
a  hint  of  toning.  A  very  pleasing  specimen.  Ideal 
for  a  high-grade  collection . 2,650.00 
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190-f-S  AU-50.  Brilliant .  525.00 

1904-S  VF-35 . 119.00 

1904-S  VF-30 . 85.00 

1921  MS-64 . 34.00 

1921  MS-63 . 22.00 

1921  MS-62 . 20.00 

1921-D  MS-63,  prooflike  (NGC) . 275.00 


Morgan  SilverDollars 

We  invite  you  to  compare  your  want  list  of 
Morgan  dollars  against  the  following  “grid,” 
which  consists  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65 
coins  (for  other  grades,  see  our  previous  indi¬ 
vidual  listings).  Each  coin  is  PCGS  or  NGC 
certified,  is  brilliant  or  attractively  lightly  toned, 
and  has  been  hand-picked  by  us  as  being  of 
Premium  Quality.  If  you  want  the  finest  qual¬ 
ity,  plus  an  excellent  value  for  the  price  paid, 
this  listing  is  for  you.  Let  us  help  you  build  an 
award-winning  collection! 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1878  8  TF 

S73 

1878  7/8  TF 

$425 

1878  7  TF 

129 

1878-CC 

219 

1878-S 

42 

67 

$299 

1879 

119 

1879-0 

195 

560 

1879-S 

42 

63 

145 

1880 

54 

135 

1880-CC 

265 

635 

1880-0 

420 

1880-S 

42 

63 

145 

1881 

42 

105 

1881-CC 

235 

260 

465 

1881-S 

42 

63 

1882 

42 

67 

495 

1882-CC 

105 

1882-0 

92 

850 

1882-S 

42 

63 

1883 

67 

1883-CC 

73 

95 

1883-0 

42 

67 

1884 

67 

315 

1884-CC 

73 

95 

1884-0 

42 

63 

1885 

42 

145 

1885-CC 

255 

275 

530 

1885-0  42 

63 

145 

1885-S  |  195 

445 

1886  1  42 

63 

145 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1886-S 

$665 

1887 

$42 

63 

$145 

1887-0 

460 

1887-S 

180 

595 

1888 

42 

67 

210 

1888-0 

42 

515 

1888-S 

1889 

42 

67 

425 

1889-S 

385 

1890 

44 

210 

1890-CC 

445 

850 

3600 

1890-0 

210 

1890-S 

64 

210 

1891 

710 

1891-CC 

335 

695 

1891-0 

850 

1892 

725 

1892-CC 

850 

1892-0 

595 

1894-S 

850 

1896 

42 

195 

1897-S 

99 

495 

1898 

42 

1898-0 

42 

63 

145 

1898-S 

475 

1899 

109 

195 

625 

1899-0 

42 

63 

145 

1899-S 

515 

1900-0 

42 

63 

145 

1900-O/CC 

360 

525 

1375 

1900-S 

350 

1901-0 

42 

67 

235 

1902 

67 

119 

1902-0 

42 

67 

160 

1902-S 

510 

1903 

69 

260 

1903-0 

215 

1904 

615 

1904-0 

42 

63 

1904-S 

2650 

1921  Mor. 

22 

34 

1921-D 

64 

Peace  Dollars 

Peace  dollars,  minted  1921  to  1935,  are  among  the 
most  beautiful  of  American  coins,  especially  in  selected 
grades  of  MS-63  to  MS-65.  We  present  an  extensive 
selection  of  quality  coins  for  your  consideration. 


1921  Peace.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 450.00 

1921  Peace.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 245.00 

1921  Peace.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 85.00 


1922  High  Relief  Proof  Rarity 


1922  High  Relief.  Matte  Proof-64  (NGC).  High 
relief  as  in  1921,  and  completely  unlike  the 
regular  1922  issue.  In  terms  of  absolute  rarity, 
the  1922  High  Relief  eclipses  the  famous  1804 
silver  dollar.  The  present  specimen  is  beautiful  in 
its  appearance,  and  is  of  unquestioned  rarity  and 
desirability . 49,500.00 

It  is  believed  that  about  10  to  20  Proof  examples  were 
struck,  of  which  relatively  few  survive  today.  In  addition,  R.W. 
Julian  reports  that  35,401  business  strike  1922  High  Relief 
dollars  were  coined,  but  these  were  melted  and  were  not  released. 
One  worn  example  is  known,  and  may  be  from  the  business 
strike  production. 

1922  MS-63 . 23.00 

1922  MS-62 . 18.00 

1922- D  MS-64 .  56.00 

1923  MS-63 . 23.00 

1923  MS-62 . 18.00 

1923- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  gem 

specimen .  1,550.00 

On  the  obverse,  a  very  tiny,  but  quite  interesting  die  break 
is  seen  around  much  of  the  border. 

1924- S  MS-63.  Light  golden  toning  on  central  de¬ 
vices . 410.00 

1924- S  MS-62.  Attractive  light  toning . 165.00 

1925- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 90.00 

1925- S  AU-55 . 34.00 

1926  MS-65.  Brilliant . 499.00 

1926  MS-60.  Brilliant . 21 .00 

1926- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 199.00 

1 927- D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  scarcer 

issues  in  the  series  (despite  the  current  low  price!) 
Only  a  few  remain  in  our  stock . 149.00 

1927- D  MS-61  (PCGS).  These  MS-61  coins  have 

been  hand-selected  for  their  brilliance,  lustre,  and 
quality.  If  you  are  seeking  a  specimen  of  this  rare 
date,  we  know  you’ll  be  delighted! . 135.00 

1928  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  with  the  satiny 
surface  that  is  characteristic  of  this  date.  Lowest 

mintage  regular  issue  in  the  series!  . 395.00 

1928  AU-55.  Attractive  golden  toning . 165.00 

1928- S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Scarce  at  this  grade 

level .  1,095.00 

1928-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 99.00 

1928-S  AU-50 . 42.00 

1934  MS-64.  Brilliant . 240.00 

1934-S  AU-50.  Attractive . 460.00 

1934-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  with  nearly  lull 
original  lustre . 460.00 
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Looking  for  that 
Special  Coin? 


We'll  be  your  “eyes”  and  “ears” 

in  the  numismatic  world,  through  our  popular  Want  List 
Service.  Gail  Watson  and  Beth  Piper  will  become  your  represen¬ 
tative  on  the  convention  floor,  and  your  direct  buyer  in  our 
office  when  old-time  collections  come  through.  We're  known  for 
having  the  “fastest  checkbook  in  the  East”  (actually,  the  fastest 
anywhbre).  Because  of  our  eagerness  to  buy,  we  are  offered  many 
fine  items.  When  we  find  a  coin  on  your  Want  List,  there  is  no 
obligation  for  you  to  buy  it — just  the  opportunity  if  you  wish. 

Please  complete  the  form  below — use  an  extra  sheet  if 
needed.  List  coins  in  the  range  of  $250  and  up  (as  this  service  is 
primarily  designed  to  track  down  scarcer  and  rarer  issues).  We're 
eager  to  begin  helping  you  to  complete  your  collection! 

A:  Please  enter  your  want  list: 


“As  Want  List  Directors  at  Bowers  and  Merena, 
we're  constantly  reviewing  the  finest  selection  of 
coins  for  our  customers.  Send  us  your  want  list — 
we'll  give  you  first  pick  of  the  items  you  need!” 


Date 

Denomination/Variety 

Grade  or  Grade  Range 

• 

B:  Please  tell  us  about  yourself: 


Name. 
City  _ 


Street  Address 


State 


Zip 


Today's  Date 


.Customer  #  (if  known) 


I  prefer  to  be  contacted:  Q  By  phone  #: . 


O  By  fax  #: 


D  Bv  mail 


1  prefer  to  receive  coins:  Certified  by  Q  PCGS  □  NGC  □  ANACS  Cache  □  Not  certified  Q  No  preference 
Year  I  began  collecting:  _  My  favorite  areas  of  interest:  _ ___ 


Want  List  Service  •  Box  1224,  Woifeboro,  NH  03894  •  Toll  Free  1 


lAITFII  STATES  SILVER  COINS 


1935-S  AU-58 .  89.00 

1935-S  3  Rays.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 67.00 


Peace  Dollars 

Check  our  listing  ot  Peace  dollars  carefully. 
Each  one  has  been  hand-picked  for  quality. 
Each  coin  is  NGC  or  PCGS  certified,  and  is 
brilliant  or  lightly  and  attractively  toned.  Each 
coin  is  among  the  finest  extant  at  its  grade  level. 

It  you  are  particular  about  quality  and  value, 
your  search  stops  here! 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1921 

$245 

$450 

1922 

23 

$185 

1922-D 

56 

465 

1922-S 

1725 

1923 

23 

45 

175 

1923-D 

1550 

1924 

195 

1924-S 

1125 

1925 

45 

175 

1925-S 

90 

635 

1926 

499 

1926-D 

750 

1926-S 

185 

1125 

1927 

90 

345 

1927-D 

175 

1928 

395 

1928-S 

310 

1095 

1934 

240 

1935 

70 

159 

665 

1935-S 

340 

Eisenhower  Dollars 

1973-S  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 26.00 


1935-S  AU-58 .  89.00 

1935-S  3  Rays.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 67.00 


Trade  Dollars 


1873-1885 


Trade  dollars,  minted  for  circulation  from  1873- 
1878,  and  only  in  Proof  finish  after  that,  are  a  very 
attractive  and  somewhat  neglected  scries,  thereby 
offering  many  purchase  opportunities.  The  history  of 
rhu  series  is  ably  chronicled  in  The  UnitedStates  Trade 
Dollar  ()o\\t\  M.  Willem)  now  out  of  print.  Q.  David 


Bowers'  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United 
States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia ,  contains  detailed 
studies  on  each  date  and  mintmark  issue  of  trade 
dollars  coupled  together  with  much  historical  infor¬ 
mation. 

A  great  way  to  form  a  set  is  to  seek  one  of  each  of  the 
business  strike  mintmark  issues  from  1873  through 
1878  inclusive,  and  one  of  each  Proof  from  1873  to 
1883.  These  large  and  impressive  coins,  heavier  than 
a  silver  dollar,  will  make  an  impressive  display! 

The  present  listing  offers  many  outstanding  pieces, 
including  Mint  State  and  Proof  specimens. 

Quick  guide  to  trade  dollar  types: 

Type  I  obverse  used  1873-1876:  Ribbon  ends  below  LIBERTY 
point  toward  the  left. 

Type  II  obverse  used  1876-1885:  Ribbon  ends  below  LIBERTY 
point  downward. 

Type  1  reverse  used  1873-1876:  Berry  under  eagle  s  claw. 

Type  II  reverse  used  1875-1885:  No  berry  under  eagle’s  claw. 

1873  Proof-61  (PCGS) .  1,495.00 

In  terms  of  specimens  in  existence  today,  the  1873  is  the 
rarest  date  of  all  Proof  trade  dollars  from  1873  through  1883 
inclusive. 

1873  MS-61.  Light  gray  and  golden  toning.  A  superb 

specimen  from  the  first  year  of  issue . 995.00 

Although  the  1873  trade  dollars  were  legal  tender  when 
issued  (and  remained  so  until  July  22,  1876),  nearly  all  were 
shipped  to  China,  where,  in  turn,  most  were  melted.  The  same 
scenario  fits  the  branch  mint  trade  dollars  of  1873  and  all  trade 
dollars  of  1874. 

1874  Proof-60  (PCGS) .  1,350.00 

In  terms  of  specimens  in  existence  in  collections  today,  the 
1 874  is  the  second  rarest  ( 1 873  is  rarest)  Proof  trade  dollar  of  the 
1873  to  1883  dates. 

1874  MS-63  (PCGS).  Deep  gold  and  gray  toning. 
Philadelphia  Mint  trade  dollars  of  this  year  are 
difficult  to  locate  in  Mint  State.  A  find  for  the 

specialist .  1,695.00 

1874-CC  MS-60.  Sharply  struck.  A  particularly  nice 
example.  The  reverse,  if  graded  separately,  would 
merit  MS-64 .  1,295.00 

If  you  are  building  a  type  set  of  United  States  coins,  this 
Carson  City  trade  dollar  would  certainly  be  nice  to  include! 

1874-CC  EF-40.  A  chopmark  is  at  the  reverse 
center .  175.00 

Chopmarks,  tiny  Chinese  characters  impressed  into  the 
surface  of  a  coin,  were  added  by  merchants,  bankers,  and  others  as 
their  seal  ofauthenticity  for  pieces  that  passed  through  their  hands. 


Gem  1874-S  Trade  $1 


1874-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  attractive,  lightly  toned 
specimen  of  a  variety  that  emerges  as  a  rarity  at  the 
MS-64  level.  One  of  just  two  we  have  seen  in  MS- 
64  in  the  past  10  years.  The  trade  dollar  specialist 
will  enjoy  owning  this  one . 4,995.00 

The  rarity  of  this  coin  in  MS-64  grade  is  accounted  for  by 


the  fact  that  there  was  no  numismatic  interest  in  mimmarkrd 
trade  dollars  at  the  time  of  issue,  and  examples  were  rapidly 
circulated  in  America  and.  especially,  in  the  Orient. 


1874-S  Large  Mintmark 


1874-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Large  S . 2,650.00 

Three  different  mintmark  sizes  have  been  noted  for  the 
1874-S  trade  dollar.  Currently,  there  is  no  price  difference 
among  them. 

1874-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Medium  S . 625.00 

1874-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Large  S  mintmark.  325.00 
1874-S  VF-30.  Three  obverse  chopmarks,  plus  one 
on  the  reverse . 95.00 

Choice  Proof  1875  Trade  $1 
1875  Type  I/II.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  One  of  the 

harder-to-find  issues  in  Proof  format.  Lightly  toned 


and  very  attractive.  You’ll  like  it! . 2,495.00 

1875  Type  I/II.  AU-55 .  850.00 


Gem  1875-S  Trade  $1 


1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64.  A  lovely  gem  of  un¬ 
compromising  beauty.  Cartwheel  lustre  as  fresh 
as  the  day  it  was  minted  graces  pale  golden 
surfaces.  If  you  are  currently  seeking  a  superb 
trade  dollar  for  your  collection,  your  search 

might  just  end  right  here!  .  3,350.00 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62.  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces 

with  light  golden  toning .  1,095.00 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous 

with  light  golden  toning .  1,095.00 

1 875-S/CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Attractive  in  all  respects. 
High-prized  key  issue . 925.00 

Overmintmark  feature  boldly  defined;  the  only 
overmintmark  in  the  trade  dollar  series. 

1876  Type  I/II.  Proof-62  (PCGS).  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  with  lightly  toned  surfaces.  Fairly  scarce  as  a 
date,  more  than  generally  recognized. ...  2,095.00 

1876  Type  I/II.  AU-55 . 295.00 

1876  Type  I/II.  AU-50.  Gray  toned  surfaces 2 ’5. 00 
1876  Type  I/II.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 275.00 


Rare  (  oin  Renew  No.  103 


UNITED  STATES  SIEVED  COINS 


1 876-CC  Type  I/II.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  lustrous, 
prooflike  specimen.  Very  scarce  in  higher 
grades . 1,395.00 


Gem  1876-S 


1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64.  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  very 
attractive . 2,950.00 


Superb  1876-S 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
frosty  surfaces  with  light  gray  toning.  A  superb 

coin! . 2,950.00 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62.  Light  toning  over  frosty  and 
lustrous  surfaces.  A  very  appealing  coin.  695.00 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 695.00 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 295.00 

1876-S  Type  I/II.  MS-61 . 725.00 

1876-S  Type  I/II.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 325.00 

1876-S  Type  I/II.  VF-30.  Two  chopmarks  are  on  the 

obverse,  two  on  the  reverse . 99.00 

1876-S  Type  II/II.  MS-61  (NGC).  Sharp  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Attractive  golden  toning . 675.00 

1876-S  Type  II/II.  AU-55.  One  obverse  chopmark, 

three  on  the  reverse . 195.00 

1876-S  Type  II/II.  AU-50.  A  scarce  variety.  Much 
lustre  remains  on  frosty  surfaces . 495.00 


1877  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Important  for  its  low  mint¬ 
age,  the  1877  has  always  been  considered  a  key 
date  in  Proof  format .  1,995.00 

The  formation  of  a  complete  set  of  Proof  trade  dollars 
containing  one  of  each  date  from  1 873  through  1 883,  1 1  coins 
in  all,  is  eminently  affordable,  and  will  reward  the  seeker  with  one 
of  the  most  splendid  collections  of  dollar-size  coins  in  the 
American  series.  This  listing  of  trade  dollars  gives  an  excellent 
opportunity  to  begin. 

1877  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous...  1,695.00 

1877  was  the  last  year  that  the  Philadelphia  Mint  coined 
business  strike  trade  dollars. 

1877  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  attractive  gold,  green, 
and  blue  surfaces.  Although  not  fully  struck,  it  is 
much  sharper  than  most.  Quite  elusive  in  higher 
grades .  1,695.00 


1877  MS-62.  Brilliant . 695.00 

1877  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  An  outstanding  speci¬ 
men  of  the  variety  and  grade . 695.00 

1877  AU-55 .  325.00 

1877-CC  AU-58 . 725.00 

1877-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  With  brilliant,  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces .  1 ,650.00 

1877-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty. 625. 00 

1877-S  AU-53  (PCGS) . 275.00 

Gem  Proof  1878  Trade  Dollar 


1878  Proof-64.  Rare  and  desirable.  First  of  the  Proof- 
only  issues . 3,450.00 

With  this  issue  begins  the  “Proof  only"  era  of  Philadelphia 
Mint  trade  dollar  coinage.  Production  was  very  limited  from  this 
point  onward,  and  examples  were  struck  only  for  collectors,  not 
for  general  circulation. 

Gem  Proof  1878  Trade  Dollar 

1878  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  surfaces.  Impor¬ 
tant  and  beautiful . 3,450.00 

1878-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Iridescent  lilac  and  gray  over 
somewhat  prooflike  surfaces,  the  latter  a  some¬ 
what  scarce  characteristic  for  this  issue.  1 ,450.00 

1878-S  MS-62.  Brilliant,  with  delicate  toning.  Last 

year  of  business  strike  mintage .  1,095.00 

1878-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  The  obverse  displays  light 
gold  toning  while  the  reverse  is  fully  brilliant  and 

lustrous .  1,095.00 

1878-S  AU-50  (PCGS) . 259.00 

1878-S  EF-45.  One  obverse  and  one  reverse 

chopmark .  155.00 

1878-S  VF-20.  Obverse  chopmark . 95.00 

1879  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  surfaces.  A 

very  popular  Proof-only  issue .  1,895.00 

Gem  Proof  1880  Trade  $1 


1880  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  superb  coin  with  splashes 
of  iridescent  toning  over  light  golden  mirror  sur¬ 
faces.  One  ofthe  nicest  you  11  ever  find  in  degrade 
of  this  popular  Proof-only  date . 3,450.00 


1880  Proof-61  (PCGS).  A  Proof  only  issue,  one 
of  1,980  specimens  coined.  Attractive  sur¬ 
faces .  1,395.00 

1880  Proof-45  (PCGS).  An  attractive  coin  despite 
some  time  seemingly  spent  in  circulation  but, 
more  likely,  simply  jingled  together  with  family 

effects  over  the  years .  1 ,250.00 

In  1880,  and  for  decades  thereafter,  no  trade  dollars  circu¬ 
lated  (as  their  legal  tender  qualification  had  been  repealed  on  J  uly 
22,  1876). 


Superb  Gem  1882  Trade  $1 


1882  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  lilac  and  irides¬ 
cent  toning  over  mirror  surfaces.  A  beautiful 
specimen  of  this  low-mintage  date.  Just  1,097 


were  struck . 6,750.00 

1882  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Beautiful  mirror  surfaces. 
Famous  Proof-only  date .  1,850.00 


1995  Convention  Schedule 


We  are  always  traveling  to  major  coin 
shows.  We  invite  you  to  stop  by  and  say  “hello.” 


Date 

Convention 

Location 

2/2-214 

Long  Beach 

Long  Beach,  CA 

3/2-3M 

ANA  Early  Spring 

Atlanta,  GA 

3/24-3/26 

Suburban  Washington/ 
Baltimore 

Baltimore,  MD 

4/28-4/30 

Central  States 
Numismatic  Society 

Milwaukee,  W1 

5/19-5/21 

East  Coast  Exposition 

Secaucus,  NJ 

6/ 1-6/3 

Long  Beach 

Long  Beach,  CA 

6/30-7/2 

Mid-American 

Milwaukee,  W1 

8/11-8/13 

Anaheim  Convention 

Anaheim,  CA 

8/15-8/20 

ANA 

Anaheim,  CA 

9/8-9/10 

East  Coast  Exposition 

Secaucus,  NJ 

10/12-10/14 

Long  Beach 

Long  Beach,  CA 
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1  n  Search  o  I  an 
International 
Coinage 

by  Tom  LaMarre 


mmmam 


Collecting  world  coins  would  be  a  lot  simpler,  but  prob¬ 
ably  less  interesting,  if  plans  for  an  international  coinage  had 
gone  into  effect.  Several  conferences  on  the  subject  were  held 
in  the  mid-  to  late- 1800s.  Scientific  groups  and  a  U.S.  Mint 
director  even  endorsed  the  concept,  resulting  in  some  unusual 
patterns.  However,  politics,  war  and  the  apathy  of  the  popular 
press  killed  the  idea  before  it  could  develop  into  anything 
more  than  an  ivory-tower  scheme. 

Briefly  stated,  the  goal  of  the  international  coinage  move¬ 
ment  was  uniform  standards,  and  in  some  cases  uniform 
designs,  for  coins  of  the  United  States,  Great  Britain,  France 
and  as  many  other  nations  as  were  willing  to  go  along  with  the 
idea. 

Designating  any  one  person  to  be  the  “fa-  •  •'* 

ther”  of  the  international  coinage  movement 
would  be  a  difficult  task.  As  early  as  1 823,  then 
Secretary  of  State  John  Quincy  Adams  sub¬ 
mitted  a  report  on  international  coinage  to  all 
of  the  governments  with  which  the  United 
States  had  contact. 

Alexander  Vattemare,  a  French  showman 
and  numismatist  who  toured  the  United  States 
in  the  1830s  and  1840s,  devised  an  interna¬ 
tional  monetary  system  in  1 838,  and  proposed 
it  to  the  U.S.  Congress  in  1840  and  again  in 
1847. 

In  1854,  Charlotte  Mint  official  J.H.  Gib¬ 
bon  touted  the  benefits  of  a  uniform  system  of  decimal  silver  dollar  precisely  equal  to  the  five-franc  piece  of  France, 
weights  and  measures  in  international  coinage.  Hunt’s  Mer-  Belgium,  Italy,  and  Switzerland,  Spain  and  Greece,  and  just 


was  about  to  be  appointed  U.S.  Mint  Direc¬ 
tor. 

That  same  year,  a  conference  on  interna¬ 
tional  coinage  was  held  in  Paris,  with  U.S. 
delegate  Samuel  B.  Ruggles  in  attendance. 
The  conference  recommended  the  French 
five-franc  piece  as  the  standard  unit  ofweight. 
Critics  claimed  the  plan  would  “Frenchify” 
the  coinage  of  the  United  States,  while  Ruggles 
saw  it  as  a  means  of  eliminating  the  wasteful 
recoining  of  foreign  gold  pieces  at  home  and 
abroad. 

On  January  6,  1 868,  Sen.  John  Sherman 
introduced  a  bill  to  reduce  the  weight  of  the 
halfeagle  to  match  the  French  25-franc  piece. 
The  weights  of  other  denominations,  includ¬ 
ing  silver  coins,  were  to  be  reduced  propor¬ 
tionately,  and  their  values  stated  in  both  dollars  and  francs. 

Mint  engraver  Anthony  Paquet  prepared  patterns  for  the 
new  $5  piece.  One  type  had  Concord  on  the  obverse,  and  an 
eagle  on  the  reverse.  Another  type  featured  a  Liberty  head 
obverse  and  a  wreath  reverse.  France  also  struck  patterns,  but 
Great  Britain  balked  at  the  plan,  and  the  Toledo  Board  of  T rade 
predicted  that  a  change  in  standards  would  create  mass  confu¬ 
sion. 

In  1870,  Congress  considered  legislation  promoting  the 
establishment  of  an  international  metric  coinage  system,  a 
discussion  soon  rendered  pointless  by  the  Franco-Prussian  War 
of  1870-1871.  “An  international  gold  unit  seems  further  off 

than  it  was  five  years  ago,”  the  Na¬ 
tion  commented  in  1873,  “so  far 
that  Mr.  Ruggles  gives  up  all  hope  of 
it  for  the  present,  and  urges  the 
friends  of  the  movement  to  devote 
themselves  now,  as  the  next  best 
thing,  to  securing  an  assimilation  of 
the  silver  coinage. 

“There  is  a  bill  now  before  Con¬ 
gress  providing  for  the  revision  of 
the  coinage  of  the  United  States, 
which  proposes  to  reduce  the  silver 
dollar  from  412-1/2  grains  to  384. 
The  addition  of  1-8/10  grains,  or 
one  half  cent  to  this  would  make  our 


Designating  any 
one  person  to  be  the 
“father”  of  the 
international 
coinage  movement 
would  be  a  difficult 
task. 


chants  Magazine  and  Commercial  Review  developed  the  theme 
several  years  later. 

Another  advocate  of  international  coinage  was  John  H. 
Alexander,  a  Maryland  merchant  who 
had  received  a  college  degree  at  the  age 
of  14.  In  a  pamphlet  published  in 
1855,  “International  Coinage  for 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,” 

Alexander  proposed  the  equaliza¬ 
tion  of  the  British  pound  sterling 
and  the  U.S.  half  eagle.  Alexander 
represented  the  United  States  on 
commission  that  met  in  England  in 
1857  to  discuss  the  “unification”  of 
coinage.  He  died  in  1867,  just  as  he 


double  the  new  silver  florin  of  Austria,  and  would  lead  to  its 
circulation  without  recoinage  among  a  population  of  120 
million  Europeans.” 

Congress  did  pass  a  coinage  law  in  1873, 
but  it  provided  for  an  overall  increase,  not 
a  decrease,  in  the  weight  of  United  States 
silver  coins,  and  there  was  no  consider¬ 
ation  of  coins  that  could  be  freely  ex¬ 
changed  at  par  with  those  of  European 
countries.  The  Coinage  Act  of  1873 
also  eliminated  the  standard  (Liberty 
Seated)  silver  dollar  and  authorized  pro¬ 
duction  of  trade  dollars  weighing  420  grains 
1874  Dana  Bickford  for  use  in  the  Orient. 

International  $10  pattern  At  a  New  York  Chamber  ol  Commerce 
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dinner  in  1 873,  a  toast  was  made  to  “an  international  coinage,  a  labor- 
saving  machine  imperatively  required  by  the  rapidly  expanding 
commerce  of  the  globe."  Among  the  guests  was  Ruggles,  who 
proposed  an  intermediate  metric  gold  eagle  “intended  solely  for 
international  traffic.” 

New  Yorker  Dana  Bickford  came  to  the  forefront  of 
the  international  coinage  movement  in  1874,  suggest¬ 
ing  several  designs.  Linderman  ordered  pattern  1874 
and  1 876  Liberty  Head  eagles  struck,  but  that  is  as  far  as 
the  project  went.  Today,  certain  patterns  related  to  the 
Bickford  coinage  are  highly  prized  by  numismatists. 

In  1876,  the  Senate  debated  a  resolution  to  change 
the  standard  of  U.S.  gold  coins  to  simplify  transac¬ 
tions  between  the  United  States,  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland.  The  deputy  master  of  the  London  Mint 


silver,  and  .7  gram  of  copper.  The  reverse  had  a  five-pointed  star  for 
which  the  “Stella”  was  named,  with  the  inscription  “ONE 
STELLA/400  CENTS.” 

The  Philadelphia  Mint  struck  an  estimated  700  or  so 
Flowing  Hair  and  fewer  than  two  dozen  Coiled  Hair 
“Stellae”  dated  1879,  and  fewer  than  two  dozen  each  of 
the  Flowing  Hair  and  Coiled  Hair  pieces  dated  1 880.  But, 
the  $4  piece  never  made  it  past  the  design  stage. 

The  Bland-Allison  Act  of  1878,  which  resulted  in  produc¬ 
tion  of  the  Morgan  silver  dollar,  also  contained  a  provision  that  the 
president  should  invite  other  nations  to  participate 
in  a  conference  on  international  bimetallism.  A 
1879  Coiled  Hair  dozen  countries  accepted  President  Rutherford  B. 

oteua  Hayes’  invitation,  and  delegates  assembled  in  Paris 


on  August  1 0, 1 878.  Representing  the  United  States 
complained  that  the  American  scheme  involved  “not  only  the  substitu-  were  Sen.  R.E.  Fenton  of  New  York;  W.S.  Groesbeck;  Gen.  Francis  A. 
tion  of  dollars  and  cents  for  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence  as  the  money  Walker;  and  S.  Dana  Horton.  The  conference  adjourned  on  Aug.  29, 


of  account  in  this  country,  but  also  an  entire  change  in  the 
bronze  coinage,  the  penny,  halfpenny,  and  farthing. . . .” 

In  1877,  Dr.  William  W.  Hubbell  of  Pennsylvania 
received  a  patent  for  goloid,  an  alloy  of  gold,  silver  and 
copper.  Pattern  goloid  dollars  were  struck  in  1878,  1879 
and  1880.  In  addition,  some  1878  pattern  dollars  were 
struck  in  an  experimental  goloid  metric  alloy.  On  the 
obverse  was  the  head  of  Liberty  wearing  a  cap  ornamented 
with  ears  of  wheat,  cotton  leaves  and  bolls.  The  reverse  had 
inscriptions  as  to  value  and  composition  within  a  circle  of  stars  or 
laurel  leaves  and  berries.  By  1881,  however,  Con¬ 
gress  apparently  had  lost  interest  in  goloid  coinage.  1879  Flowing  Hair 

First  suggested  by  U.S.  Minister  to  Austria  John  Sd  Stella 


1878,  after  seven  futile  sessions. 

In  February  1881,  the  United  States  and  France  sent  out  joint 
invitations  for  another  Paris  conference.  Both  countries  supported 
international  bimetallism,  but  were  opposed  by  Great  Britain 
and  Germany,  which  stood  by  the  gold  standard  and 
derailed  the  conference. 

In  1891,  the  United  States  began  laying  the  ground¬ 
work  for  more  talks.  With  France  no  longer  willing  to 
host  a  conference  in  Paris,  officials  decided  to  meet  in 
Brussels,  in  November  1892.  Nineteen  countries  partici¬ 
pated,  including,  for  the  first  time,  Mexico.  Sen. 
J.P.  Jones  of  Nevada,  who  had  been  responsible 
for  the  ill-fated  20-cent  piece,  made  a  two-day 
speech.  But  the  conference  adjourned  without 


A.  Kasson,  and  struck  through  the  efforts  of  Dr. 

Hubbell,  the  $4  “Stellas”  or  “Stellae”  of  1879-1880  represent  the  best  reaching  an  agreement. 

known  examples  of  a  proposed  international  coinage.  Patterns  were  “The  much-to-be-desired  international  unit  or  coin  remains  still  a 
struck  in  gold,  aluminum,  copper  and  white  metal.  Two  distinct  types  thing  of  the  future,”  Maurice  L.  Muhleman  wrote  in  Monetary  Systems 
were  created:  Charles  E.  Barber’s  Flowing  Hair  design,  and  George  T.  of  the  World \  published  in  1 896.  A  century  later,  all  that  we  are  left  with 
Morgan’s  Coiled  Hair  version.  On  the  obverse  of  both  types  was  the  are  the  patterns  that  were  struck  to  illustrate  the  visionary  concept, 
inscription  “*6*G*.3*S*.7*C*G*R*A*M*S*,”  indicating  that  “Stellae”  Moreover,  then  as  now,  the  relationship  of  international  currencies  to 
struck  for  circulation  would  have  contained  6  grams  of  gold,  .3  gram  of  each  other  fluctuates,  often  on  a  daily  basis. 


Of  Albums  and  Movies 


“Dear  Dave: 

“I  have  just  finished  reading  The  History  of  United  States  Coinage- 
As  Illustrated  by  the  Garrett  Collection.  I  especially  enjoyed  the  section 
dealing  with  19th-century  numismatics.  That  chapter  gave  me  an 
idea  of  what  it  must  have  been  like  to  be  a  collector  and  dealer  in  those 
exciting  days.  I  thank  you  for  writing  such  an  important  and  most 
readable  book. 

“Your  United  States  Gold  Coins-An  Illustrated  History  just  arrived. 
I  am  looking  forward  to  diving  in.  I  have  purchased  your  Action  Guide 
series  also.  I  hope  you  will  be  putting  out  more  titles. 

“In  a  recent  “The  Joys  of  Collecting”  column  for  Coin  Worldyou 
bemoaned  the  fact  that  there  were  no  albums  available  to  house 
slabbed  coins.  Eagle  Products  manufactures  a  sturdy,  usable,  and 
attractive  product  line  for  this  purpose.  I  have  been  satisfied  with 
these  albums.  They  are  certainly  superior  to  the  plastic  boxes  for  slabs. 


Perhaps  you  might  give  Eagle  albums  a  try. 

"Your  readers  might  be  interested  in  knowing  about  a  movie  in 
which  a  coin  plays  a  prominent  role.  The  movie  is  entitled  Hear  No 
Evil,  and  stars  Marlee  Matlin  and  Martin  Sheen.  The  plot  revolves 
around  the  theft  and  recovery  of  the  world’s  most  valuable  coin  which 
was  minted  by  Alexander  the  Great.  I  don’t  collect  Greek  coins  so  I 
don’t  know  how  accurate  the  plot  is.  The  handling  of  the  coin  will 
make  a  numismatist  shudder.  Still,  I  think  it  is  a  film  worth  seeing. 
It  is  available  on  videocassette. 

I  cannot  close  without  a  few  words  of  praise  for  your  excellent 
staff.  Gail  and  Beth  in  sales,  Doug  in  the  Publications  Department, 
and  Cynthia  and  Chris  in  the  Auction  Department  always  make  it 
easy  and  pleasant  to  do  business  with  your  firm. 

“Yours,  for  fun  numismatically," 

A.Q.,  Jr. 
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UNITED  STATES  GOLD 

Coins  for  Sale 


American  gold  coins  were  minted  for  general 
circulation  in  the  denominations  Si,  $2-1/2,  $3, 
$5,  S10,  $20.  The  larger  denominations,  $3,  $10, 
and  $20,  were  primarily  intended  as  bullion  coins 
tor  use  in  bank-to-bank  settlements,  international 
transactions,  and  other  financing.  As  many  of  these 
were  shipped  overseas  during  the  19th  and  early 
20th  century,  fairly  substantial  quantities  exist  to¬ 
day,  making  them  highly  collectible.  This  is 
particularly  true  for  many  issues  from  about  the 
1 880s  to  the  1 920s.  Most  earlier  issues,  even  of  high 
mintages,  are  quite  rare  if  in  Mint  State.  $  1  and  $3, 
rare  in  all  grades,  were  discontinued  in  1889,  and 
have  been  fairly  elusive  ever  since.  $2.50  pieces, 
known  as  quarter  eagles,  are  also  scarce  in  compari¬ 
son  to  the  higher  denominations. 

A  recommended  general  guide  to  gold  coin  vari¬ 
eties  is  Walter  Breen  s  Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins  (hardbound,  list:  $100;  avail¬ 
able  from  us  for  $80  net  plus  $3  packing  and 
shipping). 

While  it  is  interesting  to  collect  gold  coins  by 
date,  sequence,  and  mintmark  variety,  a  very  satis¬ 
fying  exhibit  can  be  made  by  collecting  one  each  of 
the  major  design  types,  either  starting  with  the 
reduced-weight  gold  coins  (first  minted  on  August 
1 ,  1 834),  and  continuing  in  certain  denominations 
through  1933,  or  incorporating  the  early  series 
1795-1834  as  well.  The  larger  denominations  such 
as  $20  are  very  affordable  and  in  some  instances  sell 
for  relatively  little  over  bullion  or  melt-down  value, 
despite  their  being  75  or  more  years  old. 

Here  are  some  ideas  for  building  a  type  set  ofU.S. 
gold  coins,  incorporating  at  the  same  time  an 
invitation  for  you  to  select  from  the  coins  we  offer 
for  sale  in  various  grades  and  price  levels. 

•  Suggestion  1 :  Basic  denomination  type  set:  One 
specimen  each  of  $1,  $2.50,  $3,  $5,  $10,  and  $20 
gold  coins  =  six  coins. 

•  Suggestion  2:  Liberty  Head  gold  type  set  (basic), 
with  designs  of  the  1839-1907  era:  $1,  $2.50,  $3, 
$5,  $10,  and  $20  =  six  coins. 

•  Suggestion  3:  Liberty  Head  gold  type  set  (so¬ 
phisticated):  $1  Type  I  Liberty  Head  design 
(1849-1854),  $1  Type  II  Indian  Princess  (1854- 
1856),  $1  Type  III  Indian  Princess  (1856-1889), 
$2.50,  $3.  $5  No  Motto  (1839-1866),  $5  With 
Motto  ( 1 866- 1 908),  $  1 0  No  Motto  ( 1 838- 1 866), 
$10  With  Motto  (1866-1907),  $20  No  Motto 
(1850-1866),  $10  With  Motto  and  with  reverse 
spelling  as  TWENTY  D.  (1866-1876),  $20  with 
motto  and  with  reverse  spelling  as  TWENTY 
DOLLARS  (1877-1907)  =  12  coins. 


•  Suggestion  4: 20th-century  gold  type  set  (basic), 
with  designs  introduced  after  1900:  Indian  Head 
$2.50,  Indian  Head  $5,  Saint-Gaudens  Indian 
$10,  and  Saint-Gaudens  $20  =  four  coins. 

•  Suggestion  5:  20th-century  gold  type  set  (so¬ 
phisticated):  Indian  Head  $2.50,  Indian  Head  $5, 
Saint-Gaudens  Indian  $10  No  Motto  (1907  or 
1908),  Saint-Gaudens  Indian  $10  With  Motto 
(1908  to  1933),  MCMVII  Saint-Gaudens  $20 
minted  only  in  1907,  Saint-Gaudens  $20  with 
Arabic  numerals  in  date  (1907  and  1908),  and 
Saint-Gaudens  $20  With  Motto  (1908  to  1933)  = 
seven  coins. 

•  Suggestion  6:  Combine  Suggestions  2  and  4,  for 
an  expanded  basic  gold  type  set. 

•  Suggestion  7:  Combine  Suggestions  3  and  5  for 
an  eye-popping  sophisticated  gold  type  set. 


$1  Gold  Pieces 


1849-1889 

1852  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  splen¬ 
did  coin  for  a  type  set .  1,895.00 


Choice  1852-0  Gold  $1 


1852-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  sharp,  brilliant,  and  lus¬ 
trous  specimen  of  this  early  New  Orleans  issue. 
Much  more  elusive  than  its  Philadelphia  Mint 
counterpart . 4,400.00 

At  the  time  the  1852-0  gold  dollar  was  struck,  there  was  not 
a  single  numismatist  in  America  desiring  to  collect  gold  coins  by 
mintmark  varieties.  Not  even  the  Mint  Cabinet  set  aside  ex¬ 
amples  for  display.  Accordingly,  all  the  pieces  slipped  unnoticed 
into  circulation.  Today,  Mint  State  pieces  are  rare  at  all  levels. 
Their  survival  was  only  according  to  chance. 

1855  Type  II.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 825.00 

1855  Type  II.  AU-53  (NGC).  An  attractive  ex¬ 
ample .  675.00 

Clash  marks  occur  when  the  obverse  and  reverse  dies  clash 
together  without  a  planchet  between  them.  In  the  case  of  gold 
coins  the  presence  of  clash  marks  strongly  indicates  that  the  coin 


is  genuine. 

1855  Type  II.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 595.00 

1855-C  EF-40 .  1,950.00 


Quarter  Eagles 


1796-1929 


Superb  1846-D  Rarity 
1846-D  AU-53  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality,  and 
very  rare  as  such.  In  general,  this  issue,  when  found 

at  all,  is  Pt  to  be  in  VF  or  EF  grade . 2,995.00 

1860-S  EF-45 . 750.00 


1862/1  Overdate  Rarity 


1862/1  Overdate.  EF-45  (ANACS  Cache).2, 650.00 

The  1862/1  Overdate  was  discovered  by  our  friend,  the  late 
Aubrey  Bebee,  the  well-known  Omaha  dealer.  Although  addi¬ 
tional  specimens  have  come  to  light  since  his  original  find  in  1 962, 
it  still  remains  a  first-class  rarity.  Perhaps  a  dozen  are  known. 


1873-S  EF-45  (PCGS) .  595.00 

1873-S  EF-40 .  575.00 


1875-S  AU-55  (NGC).  An  outstanding  specimen  of 
an  issue  of  which  just  1 1 ,600  were  coined.  Strong 
cartwheel  lustre  and  mint  brilliance.  ...  1,750.00 

The  San  Francisco  Mint  quarter  eagles  from  the  1850s 
through  the  1 870s  are  significantly  rarer  in  high  grades  than  their 
mintages  would  suggest.  They  were  widely  used  in  domestic 
commerce  in  the  American  West,  wore  down  quickly,  and  unlike 
the  larger  denominations  ($5,  $10,  and  $20)  were  not  stored 
away  (and,  hence,  were  not  preserved  in  higher  grades). 


1912  MS-64  (PCGS) .  Brilliant.  An  outstanding  speci¬ 


men  of  this  early  Indian  Head  date . 2,350.00 

1913  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 345.00 


Choice  1914-D  $2.50 


1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosts-,  lustrous 
Not  easy  to  find  at  this  grade  level . 2,495.00 
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1914-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  frosty. ...  955.00 
1929  MS-63  (PCGS).  Last  quarter  eagle  mintage.  A 
very  attractive,  lustrous  specimen .  1,295.00 


$3  Gold  Pieces 


1854-1889 

1874  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  nice  candidate  for  a  type 

set .  1,450.00 

1878  MS-60  (NGC).  A  very  lustrous  and  appealing 
piece.  Compare  to  MS-61  or  MS-62  coins  else¬ 
where,  and  this  coin  will  hold  its  own.  1,995.00 
1878  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  affordable  example  of  a 
popular  date.  Much  lustre  remains  on  attractive 
golden  surfaces . 725.00 


Half  Eagles 


1795-1929 


Beautiful  1811  $5 


1811  Breen-IA.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Tall  5  in  reverse 
denomination.  A  lustrous  and  very  attractive 
coin . 3,250.00 

A  goodly  proportion  of  the  99,851  half  eagles  coined  in 
1811  actually  bore  the  date  1810,  making  the  1811  scarcer  than 
its  generally  accepted  mintage  figure  infers. 

1834  Classic  Head.  Plain  4.  EF-40  (PCGS).  First  year 


of  the  design .  525.00 

1836  Breen-6509.  EF-40  (PCGS) .  525.00 

1838  EF-45  (PCGS) .  595.00 


1849-D  EF-45.  Attractive  deep  yellow-gold.  Certainly 

one  of  the  finest  extant  in  this  grade .  2,450.00 

1860-D  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  choice  specimen  of  the 
next  to  last  year  of  Dahlonega  Mint  coinage.  Rare 

and  desirable . 2,350.00 

1 868-S  VF-35.  Rare  in  all  grades . 895.00 


1868-S  VF-30  (PCI) . 795.00 

1888  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Rare . 1,095.00 

1890-CC  AU-50 .  525.00 

1901/0-S  Overdate.  MS-62  (PCGS) .  1,295.00 

1907-D  MS-62  (PCGS) . 525.00 


Mint  State  1911-D  $5  Rarity 


191 1-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces. 
Very  attractive.  Rare  at  this  grade  level;  typically 


seen  in  the  VF  and  EF  range . 6,875.00 

1912  AU-58  (PCGS) . 295.00 

1913-S  AU-55  (PCGS) . 475.00 

Choice  Mint  State  1914  $5 
1914  MS-63  (PCGS) . 2,850.00 

The  1914  is  quite  elusive  in  Mint  State,  in  fact,  our 


experience  has  been  that  the  only  Indian  half  eagle  readily 
available  in  Mint  State  is  the  1909-D,  trailed  at  a  long 
distance  by  the  1 908  Philadelphia  issue.  Nearly  all  others  are 
seldom  seen. 

1915  AU-58  (PCGS) .  295.00 


1 840  Liberty  Head.  EF-40.  A  sharp  and  very  attrac¬ 


tive  specimen  of  this  early  issue . 675-00 

1843  VF-30  (PCGS) . 495.00 

Exceptional  1867-S  Eagle 
1867-S  AU-55.  Brilliant,  with  the  majority  of  origi¬ 
nal  lustre  still  present . 6,950.00 


Low  mintage  of  9,000  coins,  combined  with  the  fact  that 
San  Francisco  Mint  gold  coins  of  this  era  circulated  actively  in 
commerce  (thus  resulting  in  few  being  saved  in  higher  grades), 
adds  up  to  a  first-class  rarity.  The  Guide  Book  lists  this  issue  at 
$10,000.00  in  just  AU-50  grade,  and  we  dare  say  that  if  you 
waved  a  $10,000  check  in  the  air,  you  would  have  difficulty 
finding  one!  The  present  coin  is  a  find  for  the  specialist. 


1890  MS-61  Gold  Eagle 


1890  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  frosty  specimen  of 
a  variety  that  is  quite  elusive  at  this  grade  level.  A 
prize  item  for  the  specialist!  . 2,650.00 


1893-0  MS-60  (PCGS) . 850.00 

1 895-0  MS-6 1  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  lustrous.  A  popu¬ 
lar  New  Orleans  issue . 895.00 

1904  MS-61  (PCGS) . 495.00 

1908-D  Indian.  With  motto  IN  GOD  WE  7  RUS  I . 

EF-40  (PCGS) .  525.00 

1916-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  golden  specimen 

of  a  popular  branch  mint  issue .  1,650.00 

1932  MS-62  (PCGS) . 650.00 

Double  Eagles 

I860  AU-55  (PCGS).  Much  original  mint  lustre 

remains .  1,295.00 

1874-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Popular  CC  issue.  895.00 

1877-S  MS-60  (PCGS) . 695.00 

1878  MS-60  (PCGS).  Especially  brilliant  and 

frosty . 950.00 

1907  Saint-Gaudens.  Arabic  numerals.  MS-64 

(NGC).  Lustrous  mattelike  gold .  1,650.00 

1910-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  ..875.00 

1914-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 695.00 

1915  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 715.00 

Classic  1924-D  $20  Rarity 


V'-nm 


1924-D  MS-61  (NGC).  For  many  decades  the  1924- 
D  has  been  a  great  classic  among  Saint-Gaudens 
double  eagles.  Fewer  than  a  couple  hundred  are 
known  to  exist.  The  present  specimen  is  lustrous 
and  frosty  and  will  be  an  attraction  in  any  special¬ 
ized  collection . 2,650.00 

Choice  1924-S  $20  Rarity 


1924-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Well  struck  and  especially 
frosty  and  lustrous.  One  of  the  nicest  you’ll  ever 


see  at  this  grade  level,  or  near  it . 4,950.00 

1925  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 650.00 

1927  MS-63.  Brilliant . 650.00 

1927  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 650.00 


We  have  just  acquired  a  nice  group  of  nearly  a  dozen 
splendid  MS-63  (NGC)  coins,  hand-picked  lor  quality,  and  six 
have  already  been  sold.  Ifyou  have  been  looking  for  a  particularly 
nice  example  lor  a  type  set,  you  search  ends  right  here 
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Free  Ciifts  For  You,  Wlien  You  Join  Our 


Commemorative 
Coin  Club! 


Build  a  truly  meaningful 

commemorative  collection  in 

the  most  convenient  and 
enjoyable  way — through  the  Bowers 
and  Merena  Commemorative  Coin 
Club!  Classic  commemorative  coins  of 
the  early  1892-1954  era  are  among  the 
most  popular,  most  fascinating 
collectibles  in  all  of  numismatics.  Their 
affordable  beauty  and  rich  historical 
importance  make  them  one  of  the  most 
sought-after  series. 

Our  Commemorative  Coin  Club 
is  the  ideal  way  for  you  to  explore  the 
fun  and  excitement  of  commemorative 
collecting,  through  a  convenient 
personalized  monthly  program. 

Let  us  design  a  monthly  program, 
tailor-made  just  for  you. 

•  You  decide  the  grade  range  you 
want. 

•  You  decide  the  amount  you  wish  to 
spend  each  month. 

•  You  will  have  first  pick  of  the  finest 
coins  that  come  through  our  doors. 

•  You  will  receive  a  special  discount. 

•  Your  coins  will  be  hand-selected  by 
your  personal  account  representa¬ 
tive,  Gail  Watson  or  Beth  Piper 
(working  closely  with  Dave  Bowers 
and  Ray  Merena),  who  will  get  to 
know  you  and  your  individual 
collecting  preferences. 


“I  look  forward  to  helping  you 
build  a  truly  beautiful  set  of 
commemoratives.  Please  call — 
we'll  get  you  started  today!” 


Yes!  I  want  to  join  the  C.C.C.  Please 
call  to  discuss  my  coin  preferences  and 
monthly  payment  amount. 

Please  enroll  me  in  the  C.C.C.  for  a 
monthly  amount  of  $  En¬ 

closed  is  a  check  for  my  initial  pur¬ 
chase  or  my  credit  card  authorization. 
Please  send  Dave's  Commemorative 
Encyclopedia ,  and  my  $40  coupon  to¬ 
ward  my  next  numismatic  book  pur¬ 
chase  from  Bowers  and  Merena. 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


DAYTIME  PHONE 


□  Visa  □  MasterCard  □  AmEx 


CARD  NUMBER 


EXPIRATION  DATE 


Bowers  and  Merena  C.C.C. 
Box  1224,  Wolfeboro,  Nil  03894 


I 


Your  satisfaction  is  completely 
guaranteed!  If  you  are  not 

completely  delighted  you  can 
return  the  coin  within  30  days  for  an 
instant  refund.  You  may  cancel  your 
membership  at  any  time. 

SPECIAL  Bonus  Offers: 

•  Join  the  Commemorative  Coin  Club 
today  and  receive  Commemorative  Coins 
of  the  United  States;  A  Complete  Encyclope¬ 
dia  by  Q.  David  Bowers,  an  exhaustive 
reference  covering  commemoratives  from 
the  19th  century  through  1991.  This 
bonus  book  ($49.95  value)  is  yours  to 
keep  FREE  if  for  any  reason  you  cancel 
your  membership! 

•  You’ll  also  receive  a  coupon  worth 
$40  toward  your  next  Bowers  and 
Merena  numismatic  book  purchase. 

Let  the  Fun  Begin!  Send  us  the 
coupon,  and  your  enjoyment  will  begin 
by  return  mail.  We  look  forward  to 
hearing  from  you! 

Heres  what  some  of  our 
members  have  to  say: 

“Just  wanted  to  let  you  know  how  much  I  have 
enjoyed  the  coins  I  have  received  from  you.  I  have 
received  much  better  coins  from  Bowers  and 
Merena  than  I  have  received  elsewhere.  Keep  up  the 
good  work!”—J.M. 

“The  group  of  commemoratives  just  arrived  in 
the  mail  today.  Wow!  What  a  splendid  group  they 
are!  As  usual,  the  Hawaiian  was  particularly  nice 
and  very  clean,  just  as  you  said.  I  appreciate  it  very 
much.  Many,  many  thanks!” — D.F. 


An  Inside  View 


The  history  of  the  Oregon  Trail  Memo¬ 
rial  half  dollar  is  worth  reading  and  adds 
quite  a  bit  to  the  spice  and  romance  of 
collecting.  This  has  appeared  in  print  in 
several  places,  and  will  repay  the  effort  of 
digging  out  and  rechecking. 


of  Collecting 
Commemoratives 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 


This  is  the  last  of  a  three-part  series  on  collecting  commemo¬ 
ratives,  continued  from  Rare  Coin  Review  102. 

1926-1939  OREGON  TRAIL  MEMORIAL 
HALF  DOLLARS 

This  long  and  fairly  complex  series  ex¬ 
tends  intermittently  from  1926  through 
1 939,  and  along  the  way  was  the  subject  of 
several  different  promotions  and  promot¬ 
ers.  Also,  surface  finishes  changed  over  the 
years.  Early  issues  such  as  1926  and  1926- 
S  have  frosty,  lustrous  surfaces,  w'hile  later 
issues  such  as 
1939  have  more  of  __ 

>v. 


matte- 


a  greasy 
like  finish. 

A  number  of  years 
ago,  the  Society  for 
United  States  Com¬ 
memorative  Coins 
voted  this  design  as  the 
most  beautiful  in  the  se¬ 
ries.  For  this  reason  alone  a 
specimen  is  worth  owning, 
but  at  today’s  market  price, 

I  find  the  challenge  of  putting 
together  an  entire  run  of  14 
different  dates  and  mintmarks 
to  be  a  worthwhile  pursuit. 

Often,  scarce  pieces  cost  little 
more  than  common  ones. 

There  are  more  irides¬ 
cent  deeply  toned,  brown, 
etc.,  coins  in  this  series  than  in  just 
about  any  other,  with  some  of  these 
bearing  high  certification  grades.  My  ad¬ 
vice  is  to  ignore  all  of  this  and  to  buy 
brilliant  or  lightly  toned  coins  in  grades  from 
MS-63  through  MS-65,  cherrypicking  along 
the  way.  If  one  of  your  friends  wants  to  buy  a 
deeply  toned  coin  certified  as  “MS-67,  and 
believes  that  it  really  is  an  MS-67,  then  let  him 
spend  his  money,  while  you  use  your  funds  for 
more  profitable  pursuits. 


1915-S  PANAMA- PACIFIC 
EXPOSITION  HALF  DOLLAR 

Most  specimens  of  this  coinage  have 
been  cleaned  and  are  in  grades  from  AU- 
55  through  MS-63.  There  are  no  pub¬ 
lished  grading  standards  on  what  differ¬ 
entiates,  for  example,  an  MS-63  coin  from 
an  MS-65.  Accordingly,  you  can  have  a 
lot  of  fun  with  this,  should  you  be  fortu¬ 
nate  enough  to  have  a  half  dozen  different 
pieces  together,  to  see  if  people  can  guess  the  grade.  Re¬ 
cently,  I  was  offered  a  group  of  these  interesting  coins,  a 
dozen  pieces  in  all.  Certified  grades  ranged  from  MS-63  to 
MS-65.  I  bought  two  or  three  of  them,  the  nicest  of  which 
(and  in  my  opinion,  the  highest  real  grade  of  which)  was  an 
MS-63!  If  you  get  anything  at  all  out  of  the  present  essay  on 
commemorative  half  dollars,  it  is  that  grades  assigned  to 
commemoratives,  certified  or  otherwise,  should  be  used  as 
a  starting  point,  and  not  as  an  absolute  answer.  This 
concept  is  difficult  to  transmit  especially  to  eager  new 
buyers.  However,  among  my  readers,  anyone  who  has  been 
a  collector  for  more  than  a  few  years  knows  precisely  of  what 
^  I  write. 

The  Panama-Pacific  1915-S  half 
dollar  is  one  of  the  most  classic  de¬ 
signs  of  the  early  series,  bearing  as  it 
does  the  standing  figure  of  Columbia,  a 
cherub,  and  a  rising  sun  on  the  obverse, 
and  an  eagle  perched  upon  a  shield  on  the 
reverse.  The  eagle  was  not  made  with  particu¬ 
larly  good  definition  of  breast  or  wing  feathers 
with  the  result  that  a  piece  freshly  minted  from 
a  new  die  would  lack  detail  in  this  area.  This 
further  obfuscates  the  grading  situation. 

My  recommendation  for  the  best  value  for 
your  money  is  to  buy  an  MS-63  or  MS-64, 
cherrypicked  for  quality.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
a  very  nice  MS-65  would  be  a  delight  to  own,  but 
don’t  pay  an  MS-65  price  for  a  coin  that  is  not 
notably  different  from  an  MS-64.  Instead,  even 
if  your  name  is  Rockefeller,  keep  the  money  in 
your  checking  account  and  use  the  difference  to 
buy  something  else. 

1920-1921  PILGRIM  TERCENTENARY 
HALF  DOLLARS 

These  two  issues  are  readily  available  in  Mint  State.  How¬ 
ever,  the  majority  of  1920-dated  pieces,  the  commoner  of  the 
two  issues,  are  seen  in  lower  grades,  AU-55  through  MS-63 
being  typical.  On  an  absolute  basis,  Mint  State  specimens  are 
common,  but  on  a  relative  basis,  they  are  rarer.  From  a  given  1 00 
1 920  Pilgrim  half  dollars,  probably  not  more  than  five  to  1 0  are 
attractive  today.  In  this  regard,  the  piece  is  somewhat  similar  to 
the  1892-1893  Columbian  half  dollars. 
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1  he  obverse  fields,  in  particular,  are  apt  to  show  raised  die  lines, 
characteristic  ol  genuine  specimens.  I  he  reverse  die  was  prepared  a  bit 
differently,  and  some  of  them  are  partially  prooflike.  Quite  a  few  toned, 
ugly  coins  exist,  including  some  in  certified  holders.  For  this  date  you 
should  be  very  particular  when  buying,  and  don’t  hesitate  to  pay  a 
premium  for  quality. 

1  he  1921  Pilgrim  half  dollar  was  minted  in  lower  quantities,  but 
was  mainly  sold  in  numismatic  circles.  When  seen,  pieces  are  apt  to  be 
in  higher  grades  such  as  MS-63.  Of  a  given  100  1921 -dated  Pilgrim 
half  dollars,  probably  30  to  73  of  them  are  quite  attractive.  Grading 
does  vary  widely,  however,  and  cherrypicking  is  advised. 

1936  RHODE  ISLAND  TERCENTENARY  HALF  DOLLARS 

Issued  in  a  set  of  three,  Rhode  Island  halves  are  readily  available 
today  in  grades  from  MS-60  to  MS-63.  Quite  a  few  have  been  lightly 
cleaned  or  lightly  brushed,  which  can  be  detected  if  you  hold  the  coin 
in  your  hand  and  turn  it  continuously  at  an  angle  to  the  light. 

Probably,  the  average  piece  encountered  today  is  MS-63  or  MS- 
64.  Grading  varies  widely,  and,  once  again,  I  can  report  that  I  have 
seen  certified  MS-63  pieces  that  are  nicer  than  certified  MS-65s.  The 
key  points  to  watch  for  contact  marks  are  the  front  of  the  canoe  on 
the  obverse  and  the  high  parts  of  the  shield  on  the  reverse.  The  frost 
on  the  surface  of  this  issue  is  not  as  intense  as  it  is  on  certain  others, 
and  most  pieces  have  a  somewhat  “greasy”  or  matte  finish,  as  made. 
You  11  have  no  problem  in  finding  a  choice  piece  of  any  desired 
variety. 

1937  ROANOKE  HALF  DOLLAR 

Nearly  all  known  specimens  of  this  variety  are  in  Mint  State, 
typically  MS-63  to  MS-65.  Areal  rarity would  be  a  coin  in  AU-55!  This 
is  because  nearly  all  were  distributed  to  the  numismatic  community 
and  relatively  few  to  citizens  of  North  Carolina  where  the  “Lost 
Colony”  once  existed. 

The  striking  is  usually  excellent,  and  a  typical  piece  is  apt  to  be  very 
frosty,  although  prooflike  examples  are  seen  on  occasion.  Of  1 00  given 
1937  Roanoke  half  dollars,  probably  80  are  acceptable  from  an 
aesthetic  viewpoint.  No  problem  here. 

1936  ROBINSON- ARKANSAS  HALF  DOLLAR 

The  relief  of  this  piece  is  such  that  the  portrait  of  Senator  Joseph  T. 
Robinson  (who  was  living  when  the  coin  was  produced)  is  apt  to  show 
nicks  or  marks,  particularly  evident  on  specimens  that  are  brilliant  or 
lightly  toned.  Accordingly,  being  selective  is  highly  recommended.  For 
this  issue  you  may  have  to  examine  five  or  10  in  order  to  find  a  really 
nice  piece. 

Avoid  deeply  toned  coins,  including  those  with  magenta  or  black 
“freckles”  (which  seem  to  be  common).  Many  certified  coins  in  higher 
grades  are  deeply  toned,  which  means  that  no  one  knows  what  the  real 
grade  is.  Just  say  “no  to  these  and  you’ll  be  safe. 


1935-1936  SAN  DIEGO  HALF  DOLLARS 

The  1935-S  and  the  1936-D  San  Diego  half  dollars  have  been 
popular  with  collectors,  particularly  in  recent  decades,  as  thousands  of 
them  from  original  undistributed  hoards  have  come  on  the  market.  I 
know  that  here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we  have  had  a  field  day 
in  looking  through  certified  pieces  and  picking  out  ones  we  like.  In 
time,  this  situation  will  pass,  and  I  suspect  that  issues  of  both  dates  will 
be  considerably  higher  priced  than  they  are  today. 

Nearly  all  examples  show  contact  marks  on  the  seated  figure  of 
Minerva.  By  cherrypicking,  you  will  probably  be  able  to  find  a  coin  of 
MS-64  quality  in  an  MS-63  holder,  or  an  MS-65  quality  in  an  MS-64 
holder.  Grading  is  far  from  standardized.  Buy  a  brilliant,  frosty  piece. 
No  problem. 

1926  SESQUICENTENNIAL  HALF  DOLLAR 

This  issue  is  closely  related  to  the  1923-S  Monroe  Doctrine 
Centennial  half  dollar  inasmuch  as  the  dies  were  made  in  very  low 
relief,  and  even  the  nicest  coin  is  apt  to  be  unattractive,  at  least  in  my 
eyes.  Most  often,  the  cheek  of  George  Washington  shows  either  contact 
marks  or  graininess.  If  graininess,  this  is  simply  the  surface  of  the 
original  planchet  showing,  not  contact  marks.  This  is  an  important 
distinction. 

Aspire  to  acquire  an  attractive,  lustrous  MS-63  or  MS-64  coin.  If 
you  go  into  MS-65  territory,  buy  only  a  brilliant  or  lightly  toned  piece, 
and  be  very,  very,  very  careful!  Once  again,  I  can  say  that  I  have  seen 
MS-64  coins  that  are  better  than  certified  MS-65  coins,  but  what  a 
difference  in  price!  In  high  grades,  if  deeply  toned,  this  piece  can  be  a 
real  financial  “trap.”  Leave  such  pieces  to  investors,  and  not  to  serious 
collectors. 

1935  OLD  SPANISH  TRAIL  HALF  DOLLAR 

This  is  one  of  the  “big  three”  rarities  among  type  coins  in  the  early 
half  dollar  series,  the  other  two  being  the  1928  Hawaiian  and  the  1935 
Hudson.  Of  the  three,  the  Old  Spanish  Trail  is  the  most  available, 
simply  because  probably  very  few  were  ever  sold  to  the  public.  The 
personal  pet  promotion  of  L.  W.  Hoffecker,  the  Old  Spanish  T rail  half 
dollar  was  marketed  to  numismatists,  who  for  the  most  part,  carefully 
preserved  them. 

Today,  the  average  example  is  apt  to  be  in  a  grade  such  as  MS-62 
or  MS-63.  Marks,  when  seen,  are  most  often  on  the  obverse, 
particularly  on  the  skull  of  the  cow.  The  fields  of  this  issue  are 
somewhat  satiny  rather  than  deeply  lustrous.  Some  cherrypicking  is 
needed,  but  not  nearly  so  much  as  on  the  1935  Hudson  or  1928 
Hawaiian. 

1925  STONE  MOUNTAIN  MEMORIAL  HALF  DOLLAR 

Large  numbers  of  these  were  minted,  and  quite  a  few  exist  today. 
Buying  an  attractive,  brilliant  MS-63,  MS-64,  or  MS-65  will  not  be 
difficult.  The  design  is  one  of  the  more  attractive  of  the  time,  and  the 
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story  behind  it  is  almost  incredible — what  with  the  designer  of  the 
memorial  walking  out  in  a  huff,  and  other  goings-on. 

1934-1938  TEXAS  HALF  DOLLARS 

As  is  true  of  certain  other  commemoratives  of  the  era,  the  early  issues 
are  apt  to  be  quite  frosty,  while  the  1938  pieces,  last  in  the  series,  have 
a  more  satiny  or  “greasy”  appearance.  The  design  is  such  that  nicks  are 
not  immediately  obvious.  Accordingly,  the  average  grade  tends  to  be  in 
the  MS-63  range,  if  not  MS-64.  Buying  MS-65  coins  will  present  no 
difficulty. 

Aspire  to  own  brilliant,  lustrous  pieces  with  light  toning  at  most. 
Avoid  deeply  toned  coins,  as  no  one  really  knows  what  the  grade  is. 

I  realize  there  may  be  some  skepticism  on  the  part  of  readers  who 
have  been  told  that  commemoratives  in  grades  such  as  MS-66,  MS-67, 
MS-68,  or  whatever,  with  deep  toning,  flashy  iridescent  hues,  etc.,  are 
worth  small  fortunes.  Everybody  is  entitled  to  his  opinion,  and  my 
recommendation  is  that  people  who  believe  this  should  buy  them. 
However,  if  you  are  a  newcomer  to  the  hobby  and  are  not  certain,  I 
strongly  suggest  that  you  wait  until  you  gain  more  knowledge. 

When  you  stop  to  consider  that  there  are  no  fixed  requirements  as 
to  the  difference,  for  example,  between  MS-65  and  MS-67,  and  that  no 
one  has  ever  reduced  to  writing  a  formula  that  can  be  replicated,  then 
it  certainly  pays  to  proceed  with  caution.  Why  am  I  saying  this? 
Possibly  for  selfish  reasons,  as  I  have  found  that  newcomers  to  the 
hobby,  particularly  investors,  if  “burned”  by  purchasing  low-popula¬ 
tion  items  (which  later  become  large-population  items  as  more  are 
certified),  or  buying  coins  which  are  aesthetically  ugly,  usually  become 
disillusioned  with  numismatics,  and  leave  the  field.  On  the  other  hand, 
those  who  buy  carefully  and  over  a  period  of  time  tend  to  remain  for 
years.  As  I  am  a  professional  numismatist,  I  like  it  when  collectors 
remain  with  the  hobby  for  a  long  time. 

1925  FORT  VANCOUVER  CENTENNIAL  HALF  DOLLAR 

This  particular  coin  should  bear  an  “S”  mintmark,  but  by  mistake 
it  was  omitted.  Thus,  here  is  a  San  Francisco  piece  that  appears  as  if  it 
had  been  made  in  Philadelphia. 

Most  specimens  seen  are  in  Mint  State,  usually  with  lustrous  fields, 
but  with  some  rubbing  or  contact  marks  on  the  obverse  portrait. 
Grading,  including  that  of  certified  coins,  is  apt  to  be  all  over  the  map. 
Some  cherrypicking  will  pay  rewards  here,  and  for  my  money  I  d  rather 
pay  50%  more  for  a  really  choice  piece  than  buy  a  “bargain”  coin  that 
isn’t  attractive.  For  guidelines,  look  for  fully  brilliant  or  lightly  toned 
pieces  (often,  the  toning  on  this  particular  variety  can  be  very  attrac¬ 
tive),  and  check  out  the  center  of  the  obverse.  Don’t  expect  the  obverse 
to  be  contact-free,  but  there  are  wide  differences,  and  it  is  best  to  pick 
one  of  the  nicer. 

1927  VERMONT  SESQUICENTENNIAL  HALF  DOLLAR 

If  a  prize  were  to  be  given  for  the  early  half  dollar  with  the  highest 


sculptured  relief,  this  would  probably  win  it.  Today,  examples  are  fairly 
scarce,  as  quite  a  few  were  sold  to  the  general  public  and  have  since  been 
damaged  or  lost.  However,  enough  were  made  that  finding  an  MS-63, 
MS-64,  or  MS-65  coin  will  not  be  a  great  problem,  particularly  for  the 
first  two  grades  mentioned. 

The  points  of  contact  marks  are  typically  the  high  parts  of  the 
obverse,  and,  to  a  lesser  extent,  the  catamount  on  the  reverse.  Quite  a 
few  spotted,  stained,  and  ugly  examples  survived;  avoid  these.  Some 
cherrypicking  will  be  required,  particularly  ifyou  aspire  to  own  an  MS- 
65  which  you  want  to  be  nicer  than  your  friend’s  MS-64.  From  a  value 
viewpoint,  I  like  MS-63  and  MS-64  anyway,  and  certainly  would  be 
content  with  these  if  I  were  putting  together  a  set. 

1946-1951  BOOKER  T.  WASHINGTON  MEMORIAL 
HALF  DOLLARS 

I  have  always  liked  this  series,  probably  because  many  others  have 
ignored  it,  and  because  it  is  one  area  in  numismatics  where  coins  of 
enticingly  low  mintages  can  be  obtained  for  almost  ridiculously  low 
sums.  Accordingly,  I  had  Gail  Watson  and  Beth  Piper  of  our  Direct 
Sales  department  put  together  a  few  sets  for  me  in  MS-63,  MS-64,  and 
MS-65  condition.  Actually,  they  haven’t  completed  putting  together 
the  sets  yet,  although  they  have  been  working  on  them  for  over  a  year, 
which  goes  to  prove  that  even  though  a  coin  might  be  inexpensive,  it 
is  not  necessarily  easy  to  find  in  nice  grade! 

In  general,  these  pieces  were  casually  struck  and  then  poorly 
handled  at  the  Mint  and  by  the  distributor.  Nearly  all  show  contact 
marks,  particularly  on  the  portrait  on  the  obverse.  For  many  specimens 
there  really  isn’t  much  difference  between  MS-65  and  MS-64,  so  you 
might  as  well  buy  an  MS-64.  Cherrypicking  is  definitely  advised. 

Personally,  I  like  fully  brilliant  pieces  or,  better  yet,  pieces  with 
very  light  and  attractive  toning.  I  have  found  that  among  pieces 
graded  higher  by  the  certification  services,  nearly  all  have  deeper 
toning  which  masks  the  true  condition  of  the  coins,  and  thus  I  have 
avoided  them,  and  suggest  that  you  do,  too.  Truly  brilliant,  lustrous 
pieces  in  high  grade  are  quite  scarce.  Do  some  looking  and  you  will 
be  rewarded. 

While  it  is  certainly  easy  enough  to  buy  a  single  Booker  T. 
Washington  half  dollar  as  a  “type,”  I  suggest  that  you  do  as  I  did — go 
for  a  complete  set,  which  contains  a  number  of  rare  pieces  and  which, 
today,  is  fairly  inexpensive. 

1936  WISCONSIN  TERRITORIAL  CENTENNIAL 
HALF  DOLLAR 

This  issue  is  nearly  always  seen  in  Mint  State.  Ifyou  want  to  get  fussy 
about  it,  the  flank  of  the  badger  will  typically  show  some  marks  or 
rubbing,  but  often  these  are  ignored,  more  or  less,  when  grading;  at 
least  I  have  observed  no  particular  consistency  in  coins  I  have  seen  in 
the  marketplace.  When  selecting  an  example,  check  this  feature,  and  be 
sure  the  coin  is  attractive  overall.  The  distribution  was  fairly  generous 
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(2VOOO),  and  no  problem  should  be  encountered.  The  typical 
coin  on  the  market  is  MS-63,  more  or  less. 

1936  YORK  COUNTY  TERCENTENARY 
HALF  DOLLAR 

Most  known  specimens  are  in  Mint  State,  typically 
brilliant.  About  the  only  thing  to  watch  for  is  cleaning  or 
rubbing,  which  typically  can  be  detected  by  rotating  the 
coin  at  an  angle  to  the  light  until  hairlines,  if  present,  show 
up.  Most  specimens  are  fairly  lustrous.  The  typically 
encountered  grade  is  MS-63  or  MS-64.  There  is  no  big 
problem  in  hnding  a  nice  example  of  this  issue  either. 

1900  LAFAYETTE  SILVER  DOLLAR 

The  1900  Lafayette  dollar  is  one  of  the  hardest  to  find 
silver  commemorative  coins  if  you  insist  upon  having  a  good 
aesthetic  appeal  (which  I  certainly  feel  is  worth  insisting  upon). 
Probably  not  one  in  10  or  20  pieces  is  “nice”  in  the  ranges  MS-60 
through  MS-63,  considering  certified  specimens. 

Among  certified  MS-64  and  MS-63  pieces,  the  ratio  is  a  bit  better, 
as  the  grading  services  for  the  most  part  have  picked  decent  coins  to 
assign  these  grades  to.  However,  beware,  as  always,  of  dark  toning 


masking  wear  or  rubbing  and  giving  the  coin  the  appearance  of 
being  in  a  higher  grade  than  it  is.  The  best  way  to  avoid  such 
a  trap  is  to  insist  upon  a  brilliant  or  very  lightly  toned  coin. 
As  the  quality  of  certified  pieces  varies  widely,  it  may 
require  an  extensive  search  to  track  down  one  which  is 
truly  worth  owning.  I  know  that  when  buying  coins  for 
our  stock,  this  is  one  ol  the  tough  pieces — right  up  there 
with  the  1 92 1  Alabama  and  1 92 1  Missouri  half  dollars. 
11  you  are  not  particular  about  quality,  then  there  are 
countless  coins  on  the  market  grading  from  AU-55 
through  MS-60,  typically  with  dull  surfaces,  and  more 
often  than  not,  having  been  cleaned  years  ago.  Anyway, 
if  you  are  at  all  particular,  put  your  glasses  on  when  you 
buy  a  1900  Lafayette  dollar. 

In  Conclusion 

Thus  ends  my  study  of  the  48  different  half  dollar  design 
types  plus  the  1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar  and  the  1900  Lafayette 
dollar,  a  total  of  1 44  coins  if  date  and  mintmark  and  other  varieties  are 
included.  This  constitutes  the  “classic  era”  of  silver  commemorative 
coinage,  which  began  in  1892  and  ended  in  1954. 

Credit  note:  Thanks  to  Helen  Carmody  for  her  suggestions. 


Bicentennial  of  the  1 794  Cents 


The  following  is  by  Harry  Salyards  printed  in  Penny-Wise,  January 
15,  1994. 

On  their  bicentennial,  1 794  cents  seem  to  have  lost  some  of  their 
bloom,  and  I  don’t  just  mean  mint  lustre.  Perhaps  their  fall  was 
inevitable. 

What  other  series  of  coins  from  the  U.S.  Mint  was  invested  at  the 
outset  of  collecting  with  such  an  aura  of  romance? 

For  a  first  effort  at  classification, 


what  could  be  more  enticing  than  Dr. 

Maris’s  assigned  names,  like  charac¬ 
ters  in  some  fantastic  play — Coquette, 

Many  Haired,  Venus  Marina,  Crooked 
7,  Fallen  4,  Amiable  Face,  and  so  on? 

That  was  1 25  years  ago  now.  The  cold, 
clear  light  of  the  “morning  after”  was 
almost  certain  to  yield  disappointing 
insights  by  comparison... 

Pass  just  seven  years  forward,  then, 
to  the  Coin  Collector’s Journaloi)u\y, 

1876...  In  answer  to  correspondent 
“Louis,”  comes  some  practical  ad¬ 
vice  which  at  the  same  time  names 
one  problem  with  collecting  the 
1 794s,  which  applies  more  than  ever 
today: 

You  ought  to  find  fair  specimens  of  American  copper  cents,  from 
1 8  1 6  to  1  857  in  your  neighborhood,  but  if  you  want  them  in  Fine  or 
Uncirculated  condition,  unless  you  have  unusual  facilities  for  in¬ 
specting  large  quantities  of  coppers,  you  must  apply  to  coin  dealers  or 


purchase  at  coin  sales.... 

“Twenty  years  ago,  cents  from  1793  to  1814  were  frequently 
found  in  circulation,  but  at  the  present  time,  most  of  them  have  found 
their  way  into  the  hands  of  collectors.  Still,  by  looking  over  large  lots 
of  old  cents,  one  sometimes  finds  even  the  rare  ones,  though  mostly 
in  very  poor  condition. 

“From  our  own  experience,  without  regard  to  varieties,  but  merely 

to  distinct  types,  we  consider  the  fol¬ 
lowing  order  about  correct  as  regards 
rarity  of  those  dates  at  the  present 
time:  1793  Liberty  Cap,  1804,  1793 
Ameri,  1799, 1793  Ringor  Link,  1793 
wreath,  1809, 1796  Liberty  Cap,  1796 
Fillet  Head,  1808, 1811,  1806, 1813, 
1795, 1810, 1794, 1800, 1797, 1805, 
1801, 1807, 1812, 1798, 1802, 1803, 
and  1814.” 

In  short,  less  than  20  years  after  the 
final  coinage  of  large  cents,  no  one  was 
going  to  find  a  Very  Fine  AMERI.,  or 
a  VF  1 856  for  that  matter,  in  circula¬ 
tion. 

With  regard  to  the  1794s  in  par¬ 
ticular,  falling  as  they  do  about  in  the 
middle  of  the  cited  sequence  of  rarity- 
by-date,  one  can  conclude  that  they  must  have  been  reasonably 
available,  and  certainly  more  interesting  than  the  cent  years  adjacent 
to  them  in  the  list.  But  what  about  their  cost  on  the  secondary  market, 
if  they  were  no  longer  to  be  had  in  pocket  change? 


\>AVr  u. 
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U.S.  COMMEMORATIVE 

Coins  for  Sale 


Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 


1892-1954 


Commemoratives  are  among  rhe  most  fascinating 
of  United  States  coins,  as  there  are  so  many  types 
commemorating  so  many  different  interesting  obser¬ 
vances,  occasions,  and  anniversaries — some  obscure 
and  others  of  national  importance. 

The  appreciation  6f  the  series  can  be  enhanced 
greatly  by  acquiring  one  or  more  texts  on  the  series. 
Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete 
Encyclopedia  (Q.  David  Bowers)  is  among  the  most 
comprehensive  historical  studies  ever  produced,  and 
includes  much  price  information  as  well.  Excellent 
studies  by  Anthony  Swiatek  and  Walter  Breen  are 
valuable  additions  to  a  library. 

We  invite  you  to  pick  and  choose  from  our  indi¬ 
vidual  listings  with  the  assurance  that  you  will  like  our 
quality  and  value.  Or,  take  your  pick  of  one  of  these 
Special  Collections. 

Take  your  pick  of  one  of  these  special  commemora¬ 
tive  collections  assembled  by  Dave  Bowers,  Ray 
Merena,  and  Mark  Borckardt.  We  guarantee  you’ll  be 
pleased  with  the  quality  and  value  for  the  price  paid, 
and  the  selection  we  make  for  you: 

Special  Commemorative  Set  No.  1 

STARTER  SET  of  silver  commemoratives  of  the 
1892-1954  classic  era:  We’ll  select  $1,000  or  more 
worth  of  different  design  types  (no  two  alike),  each 
brilliant,  lustrous,  and  certified  as  MS-63,  MS-64,  or 
MS-65.  This  will  be  a  fine  start  on  a  48-piece  typeset. 
Your  net  price  is  $895.00.  In  addition,  if  you  re¬ 
quest,  we’ll  send  some  other  pieces  to  you  on  approval 
to  add  to  your  set  if  you  wish  (each  piece  will  carry  a 
special  discount).  Ask  for  “Special  Commemorative 
Set  No.  1.” 

Special  Commemorative  Set  No.  2 

As  preceding,  but  we’ll  select  $3,000  or  more  worth 
of  silver  commemoratives  (each  of  a  different  design) 
from  the  early,  classic  years,  1892  to  1954,  each 
brilliant,  lustrous,  and  certified  as  MS-63,  MS-64,  or 
MS-65.  Your  net  price  is  $2,695,  which  will  include 
over  $3,000  worth  of  coins  PLUS  a  great  book  Dave 


Bowers’  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia.  In  addition,  if  you  request, 
we  ll  send  some  other  choice  commemoratives  to  you 
on  approval  to  add  to  your  set  if  you  wish  (each  piece 
will  carry  a  special  discount).  Ask  for  “Special  Com¬ 
memorative  Set  No.  2.” 

Special  Commemorative  Set  No.  3 

This  is  our  most  deluxe  Special  Set,  and  has  even 
more  coins — each  one  selected  for  its  quality  and 
beauty!  Not  only  will  you  receive  many  different  basic 
design  types,  but  there  will  be  numerous  low-mintage 
date  and  mintmark  varieties  as  well,  a  grand  start  on  a 
specialized  1 44-piece  silver  set.  You’ll  get  over  $  1 0,000 
worth  of  coins  at  our  regular  prices,  discounted  to  you 
for  only  $8,850  including  Dave  Bowers’  Encyclopedia 
of  commemoratives.  And,  if  desired,  we’ll  send  you 
some  additional  silver  commemoratives  on  approval, 
and  will  keep  a  “want  list”  showing  pieces  you  still 
need. 


Gem  1900  Lafayette  $1 


1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splendid 
gem  specimen,  lustrous  and  frosty  with  attractive 
toning.  A  high  echelon  example  of  an  issue  which, 
when  seen  in  Mint  State,  is  usually  in  MS-60  to 
MS-62 . 9,450.00 

The  1900  Lafayette  dollar  was  the  first  United  States 
commemorative  coin  of  this  denomination.  The  entire  mintage 
of  50,000  pieces  was  produced  on  one  day,  December  1 4,  1 899, 
actually  the  year  before  the  1900  “date”  on  the  coin.  December 
14,  1899  was  the  100th  anniversary  of  Washington's  death. 

Gem  MS-64  Lafayette  $1 
1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous 
golden  surfaces  with  deep  golden  highlights.  A 

splendid  coin! . 3,500.00 

1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive 
lustrous,  silver  gray  surfaces.  Nice  strike.  Another 

very  appealing  specimen .  1,925.00 

1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-62.  Brilliant.  1,125.00 
1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-61.  Brilliant  and  frosty 
with  a  hint  of  golden  toning.  A  very  attractive 


example  at  this  grade  level . 810.00 

1900  Lafayette  dollar  AU-55 . 410.00 


example  at  this  grade  level . 810.00 

1900  Lafayette  dollar  AU-55 . 410.00 

Gem  1921  Alabama  2x2  50 C 


1921  Alabama  2x2.  MS-65.  Lustrous  with  attractive 
light  toning.  Very  well  struck.  One  of  the  nicest  we 
have  seen  of  this  issue,  one  of  the  hardest  to  find  of 
all  commemorative  halves  in  this  grade.  3,695.00 

1921  Alabama  2x2.  MS-64  (PCGS) .  1,295.00 

1937  Antietam.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 560.00 

1935  Arkansas.  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Pale  gold  at 

the  peripheries . 105.00 

1937-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 140.00 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 455.00 

Very  low  mintage  of  just  2,104  pieces,  with  a  distribution 
of  just  2, 1 00 — one  of  the  lowest  production  figures  for  any  legal 
tender  United  States  coin  of  the  present  century. 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 210.00 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  140.00 
1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  AU-55 .  107.00 

1935  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 112.00 

1935-D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 140.00 

1935-S  Boone.  Small  “1934”  on  reverse.  MS-62. 

Attractive  light  golden  toning . 320.00 

1937  Boone.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 490.00 

1937  Boone.  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  mirror¬ 
like  gem.  Rare  with  mirrorlike  surfaces.  1,585. 00 

1937  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 98.00 

1925-S  California.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 450.00 

1925-S  California.  AU-58.  Lightly  toned. ...  1 12.00 
1925-S  California.  AU-55.  Attractively  toned.  105.00 

1925-S  California.  AU-55 .  105.00 

1951-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-66  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant .  525.00 

1952  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  .62.00 

Generous  mintage  of  2,006,292,  although  relatively  few  of 
these  went  into  numismatic  circles. 

1952  Carver- Washington.  MS-62  (PCI).  Whisper  of 

toning . 20.00 

1954-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  20.00 

1936  Cincinnati.  AU-58 .  28“’.00 

1936  Cleveland.  AU-58 . 7T00 

1936  Columbia.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Satiny  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  gold  at  the  rims.  Highly  lustrous. .  476.00 

Only  9,000  were  distributed. 
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1936  Columbia.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 280.00 

1 036-0  Columbia.  MS-64.  Attractive  light  golden 

toning . 280.00 

1936-D  Columbia.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.259.00 
1892  Columbian.  MS-64.  Iridescent,  lustrous  sur¬ 


faces.  Doubling  plainly  seen  in  the  reverse 
peripheral  legends  and  date . 265.00 

1892  Columbian  MS-62.  Brilliant . 56.00 

1893  Columbian.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 56.00 

1893  Columbian.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant. ..  56.00 

1893  Columbian.  AU-58 . 15.00 

1936  Delaware.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 350.00 

1936  Delaware.  MS-63,  prooilike.  Brilliant.  325.00 

1936  Elgin.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 395.00 

1936  Elgin.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 280.00 

1936  Elgin.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 238.00 

1936  Elgin.  AU-58 . 203.00 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 410.00 


Rare  1922  Grant  With  Star  50<t 


1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-64  (NGC).  Iridescent 
pastel  toning  on  frosty  silver  surfaces.  .  3,925.00 

In  che  1920s,  the  1922  Grant  With  Star  half  dollar  was  the 
key  rarity  in  the  series.  In  tact,  it  still  is,  especially  in  high  grades 
such  as  this.  However,  no  one  has  ever  had  a  quantity  of  them  to 
promote,  to  our  knowledge,  and  because  of  this  the  publicity  for 
the  issue  has  fallen  between  the  cracks.  Still,  it  has  a  very 
interesting  history,  and  the  addition  of  a  piece  such  as  this  to  a 
collection  is  a  very  worthwhile  acquisition.  In  general,  Dave 
Bowers,  Ray  Merena,  and  Mark  Borckardt  ALWAYS  buy  Mint 
State  Grant  With  Star  half  dollars  with  excellent  aesthetic  quality 
(important  qualification  here)  when  they  can. 

1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
surfaces  exhibit  strong  cartwheel  lustre. 2, 175.00 
1922  Grant.  No  Star.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 455.00 

Gem  1928  Hawaiian  50C 
1928  Hawaiian.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  2,950.00 

Another  Gem  Hawaiian 
1928  Hawaiian.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 2,950.00 
1935  Hudson.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces 
with  a  hint  of  pale  champagne  toning.  1,825.00 

Distribution:  10,000  coins,  all  from  one  mint. 


1935  Hudson.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 875.00 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 245.00 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-63.  Light  gold . 135.00 

1924  Huguenot  MS-61  (PCGS) . 1 12.00 

1925  Lexington.  AU-58 .  84.00 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois  MS-63.  Attractive  light  ton¬ 
ing .  1 19.00 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois  MS-60.  Brilliant . 91.00 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  AU-55 . 77.00 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  AU-50 . 70.00 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  84.00 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 315.00 


Carter  Glass,  a  Lynchburg  native  and  quite  alive  U.S. 
senator  is  featured  on  this  popular  issue,  although  he  is  said  to 
have  spoken  out  against  the  appearance  of  living  persons  on 
American  coinage. 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  210.00 


1936  Lynchburg.  MS-61.  Brilliant . 203.00 

1936  Lynchburg.  AU-55 .  175.00 

1934  Maryland.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 230.00 

1921  Missouri  MS-63 . 810.00 

1921  Missouri.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Bright  rose  periph¬ 
eral  toning  fading  to  pale  brown  at  the  centers. 
Scarce  issue . 420.00 


Outstanding  1923-S  Monroe  50C 


1923-S  Monroe.  MS-65  (NGC).  Rare  this  nice. 
Highly  lustrous  surfaces  with  warm  golden  toning 

highlights . 3,100.00 

The  1923-S  Monroe  is  very  plentiful  in  lower  Mint  State 
grades  and  also  at  high  AU  levels.  However,  in  MS-65  grade  it 
emerges  as  one  of  the  scarcer  varieties  of  the  series. 

1923-S  Monroe.  MS-64.  Highly  lustrous.  ...490.00 


1923-S  Monroe.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 126.00 

1923-S  Monroe.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 56.00 

1923-S  Monroe.  AU-58 . 45.00 

1923-S  Monroe.  AU-55 . 41 .00 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 420.00 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 539.00 

1926  Oregon  Trail.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 175.00 

1926-S  Oregon  Trail.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 195.00 

1926-S  Oregon  Trail.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 1 12.00 

1926-S  Oregon  Trail.  AU-55.  Richly  toned  in  shades 

of  deep  gold . 105.00 

1928  Oregon  Trail.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 280.00 


Only  6,028  were  minted!  The  Oregon  T rail  series  is  rep1  -te 
with  numerous  low-mintage  varieties. 


Carver -  Washington 
Special  Offer 

We  will  do  our  part  to  help  you  form  a 
set  of  this  interesting  series.  Order  three  or 
more  different  dates  and  mintmarks  of 
Booker  T.  Washington  ( 1 946- 1951)  and / 
or  Washington-Carver  (1951- 1954)  halves, 
you  can  mix  the  types,  grades  of  your 
choice,  and  take  a  4%  discount  off  the  top. 
Order  10  or  more,  and  make  that  a  7% 
discount!  Note:  As  for  some  grades  we  only 
have  one  or  two  in  stock,  we  would  really 
appreciate  alternate  choices  when  you  or¬ 
der.  Offer  subject  to  discontinuation,  so 
order  early. 


1934-D  Oregon  Trail.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 455.00 

Only  7,006  were  struck! 

1938-D  Oregon  Trail.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  525.00 

Mintage:  6,005  coins. 


Gem  191 5-S  Pan-Pac  50C 


1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 2,750.00 

This  particular  issue  represents  American  20th-century 
numismatic  art  at  one  of  its  classical  peaks,  showing  as  it  does  an 
allegorical  figure  of  Columbia  standing,  with  other  emblems  of 
the  event  being  commemorated.  The  franchise  for  distributing 
commemorative  coins  for  the  1915  Panama-Pacific  Interna¬ 
tional  Exposition  was  given  to  Farran  Zerbe,  past  president  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association,  and  a  well-known  entrepre¬ 
neur.  Zerbe  devoted  much  of  his  life  to  promoting  coins,  and 
making  money  by  selling  coins  and  souvenirs.  Not  only  did  he 
set  up  at  various  expositions  (beginning  with  the  Saint  Louis 
World’s  Fair  in  1904),  he  also  traveled  around  the  United  States 
and  displayed  his  “Moneys  of  the  World”  cases  in  bank  lobbies, 
while  he  remained  nearby  to  appraise  coins  and  buy  them  from 
the  public.  Doubtless,  he  did  much  to  advance  the  popularity  of 
the  hobby  in  the  early  days.  The  highest  honor  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association,  the  Farran  Zerbe  Award,  is  named  for 


him. 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-63.  Lightly  toned. 840.00 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  AU-50 . 195.00 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 210.00 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105.00 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 91.00 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-58 .  84.00 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 77.00 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 70.00 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-63 . 203.00 

1921  Pilgrim.  AU-58.  Attractively  toned.  ...  1 12.00 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 140.00 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 140.00 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (NGC) . 1 12.00 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 140.00 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 1 12.00 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 280.00 

1937  Roanoke.  AU-58 . 224.00 

1936  Robinson-Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  168.00 

1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-65.  A  brilliant,  sparkling 

specimen  of  this  popular  issue . 126.00 

1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 91.00 

1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Bril¬ 
liant . 91 .00 

1935- S  San  Diego.  AU-58 . 76.00 

1936- D  San  Diego.  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Bril¬ 
liant . 105.00 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 630.00 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 10‘s. 00 

1926  Sesquicentennial  MS-62  (PCGS) . 105.00 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  AU-58  (PCI) . 84.00 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  AU-55 . "’TOO 
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1926  Sesquicentennial.  AU-55  (PCI) . 77.00 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (NGC) .  1,025.00 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 280.00 

1934  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 195.00 


The  state  of  Texas  began  celebrating  its  1936  centennial  in 
1934  and  didn’t  stop  celebrating  it  until  1938!  For  some 
reason — perhaps  it  is  the  loyalty  of  Texans  to  their  own  coin¬ 
age — these  issues  have  always  been  popular.  There  is  something 
really  nice  about  putting  together  a  complete  date  and  mint  set 


from  1934  through  1938  inclusive. 

1934  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135.00 

1934  Texas.  MS-6.3.  Brilliant . 1 19.00 

1935  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245.00 

1935  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135.00 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-65-  Brilliant . 203.00 

1935- S  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135.00 

1936  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 195.00 

1936  Texas.  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache) . 135.00 

1936- D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Beautiful  light  ton¬ 
ing .  245.00 

1937  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 230.00 

1937- S  Texas.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 280.00 

1937- S  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 280.00 

1938  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 399.00 

1938- D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant .  525.00 

Mintage  of  just  3, 775  pieces,  the  smallest  in  the  Texas  series. 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant .  525.00 

Mintage  of  only  3,814  coins. 

1927  Vermont.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 420.00 

1927  Vermont.  AU-5*8.  Pale  golden  toning.  168.00 

1946  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-65 . 49.00 

1946-D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 75.00 

1946-S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 49.00 

1946- S  B.T.W.  MS-62  (PCI).  With  attractive  light 

toning . 19.00 

1947  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 95.00 

1947- D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 42.00 

1948  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 75.00 

1948  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 65.00 

1948- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 75.00 


Mintage:  8,005  pieces.  Quite  probably,  many  of  these  were 


never  issued. 

1948-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ...325.00 

Mintage:  8,005  pieces. 

1948- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 75.00 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295.00 

Mintage:  6,004. 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 85.00 

1949- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 119.00 

Mintage:  6,004. 

1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC) . 295.00 

Mintage:  6,004. 

1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..295.00 

1949- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 19.00 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 450.00 

Mintage:  6,004  coins. 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 75.00 

1950- S  B.T.W.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 210.00 

Mintage:  5 1 2,09 1 .  Probably,  most  were  never  distributed. 

1950-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ...210.00 

1950- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 45.00 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 65.00 

Mintage:  510,082,  most  of  which  were  probably  melted. 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55.00 

1951- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 65.00 

Mintage:  7,004  coins. 


1936  Wisconsin.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  490.00 


1936  Wisconsin.  MS-62  (ANACS  Cache).  Bril¬ 


liant .  230.00 

1936  York.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 245.00 


Some  readers  may  recall  1 984,  when  we  handled  the  numis¬ 
matic  effects  of  Walter  P.  Nichols,  original  distributor  of  the 
York  halt  dollars.  Included  in  our  auction  sale  of  his  coins  were 
some  pieces  that  had  never  been  released. 


Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

In  the  following  “grid”  we  offer  PCGS  and 
NGC-certified  coins  of  hand-picked  Premium 
Quality,  all  lustrous  and  with  brilliant  or  lightly 
toned  surfaces.  Each  coin  is  aesthetically  pleas¬ 
ing  and  is  an  excellent  example  of  its  type.  Use 
this  special  offering  to  build  your  collection  of 
commemorative  coins,  one  of  America’s  most 
interesting  series.  (For  other  fine  commemora- 
tives  in  grades  other  than  PCGS  and  NGC 
MS-63, 64,  and  65,  see  the  preceding  listing.)  As 
many  other  discriminating  buyers  have  done  for 
40  years,  make  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
your  headquarters  for  quality  and  value. 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1 900  Lafayette  $  1 

$1925 

$3500 

$9450 

1921  Alabama  Plain 

810 

1921  Alabama  2X2 

630 

1095 

1936  Albany 

365 

690 

Arkansas  type 

1935 

105 

420 

1935-D 

105 

420 

1935-S 

126 

420 

1936 

106 

126 

700 

1936-D 

106 

126 

560 

1936-S 

106 

126 

1937 

119 

700 

1937-D 

119 

700 

1937-S 

119 

1938 

182 

210 

910 

1938-D 

182 

210 

1938-S 

182 

1939 

350 

1939-S 

455 

1125 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge 

210 

476 

Boone  type 

1934 

126 

195 

1935 

98 

175 

1935/34 

98 

1 935/34-S 

1050 

1936 

98 

112 

175 

1936-D 

119 

140 

210 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1936-S 

$210 

1937 

$98 

$112 

195 

1937-D 

385 

630 

1937-S 

630 

1938 

770 

1938-D 

770 

1938-S 

380 

770 

1936  Bridgeport 

189 

420 

1925-S  California 

280 

450 

1050 

Carver-Washington 

1951-D 

35 

45 

119 

1951-S 

39 

75 

1952 

20 

62 

1952-D 

75 

175 

1952-S 

79 

1953 

49 

225 

1953-D 

49 

65 

275 

1953-S 

20 

21 

62 

1954 

49 

225 

1954-D 

39 

49 

225 

1954-S 

20 

21 

69 

Cincinnati  type 

1936 

840 

1936-D 

322 

410 

1936-S 

322 

420 

1125 

1936  Cleveland 

92 

112 

350 

Columbia,  S.C.  type 

1936 

280 

329 

1936-D 

329 

1936-S 

280 

342 

1 892  Columbian 

265 

810 

1893  Columbian 

105 

280 

1935  Connecticut 

275 

1936  Delaware 

295 

350 

700 

1936  Elgin 

238 

280 

395 

1936  Gettysburg 

770 

1922  Grant  plain 

455 

1025 

1922  Grant  Star 

2175 

3925 

1928  Hawaiian 

2950 

1935  Hudson 

630 

1825 

1924  Huguenot 

135 

245 

875 

1 946  Iowa 

98 

135 

1925  Lexington 

230 

1150 

1918  Lincoln-Ill. 

250 

715 

1936  Long  Island 

91 

140 

490 

1936  Lynchburg 

224 

455 

1920  Maine 

195 

385 

840 
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VAR1E  n  MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1934  Maryland 

$230 

$505 

1921  Missouri 

7350 

1921  Missouri  2*4 

$945 

1923-S  Monroe 

490 

3100 

1938  New  Rochelle 

575 

1936  Norfolk 

539 

560 

575 

Oregon  Trail  type 

1926 

154 

175 

315 

1926-S 

154 

195 

310 

1928 

224 

280 

1933-D 

470 

539 

1934-D 

245 

259 

455 

1936 

189 

210 

280 

1936-S 

224 

399 

1937-D 

182 

1938 

335 

350 

365 

1938-D 

350 

1938-S 

335 

350 

1939 

645 

840 

1939-D 

645 

840 

1939-S 

630 

645 

191 5-S  Pan-Pac 

2750 

1920  Pilgrim 

112 

210 

810 

1921  Pilgrim 

203 

350 

1295 

Rhode  Island  type 

1936 

140 

435 

1936-D 

140 

435 

1936-S 

140 

1937  Roanoke 

280 

1936  Robinson 

168 

476 

1935-S  San  Diego 

91 

126 

1936-D  San  Diego 

100 

105 

154 

1926  Sesqui. 

630 

1935  Spanish  Trail 

1095 

1925  Stone  Mt. 

280 

Texas  type 

1934 

119 

135 

195 

1935 

203 

1935-D 

135 

203 

1935-S 

119 

135 

203 

1936 

135 

1936-S 

135 

195 

1937 

147 

1937-D 

147 

230 

|  1937-S 

147 

1938 

399 

420 

525 

[  1938-D 

399 

420 

525 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1938-S 

$399 

$420 

$525 

1925  Vancouver 

490 

1927  Vermont 

250 

1936  Wisconsin 

250 

280 

1936  York 

245 

BTW  Type 

1946 

21 

49 

1946-D 

75 

1946-S 

21 

49 

1947 

42 

95 

1947-D 

42 

135 

1947-S 

105 

1948 

65 

75 

1948-D 

65 

75 

1948-S 

65 

75 

1949 

85 

119 

1949-D 

85 

119 

1949-S 

85 

119 

1950 

52 

75 

1950-D 

75 

1950-S 

45 

1951 

55 

65 

195 1  -D 

85 

195 1  -S 

65 

Commemorative 
Gold  Coins 

1904  Lewis  &  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Brilliant  and  lustrous . 2,995.00 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 
portrait.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  frosty. 
A  splendid  specimen . 1 ,225.00 

Thomas  Jefferson  was  president  at  the  time  of  the  Louisiana 
Purchase. 


1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-63.  Fully  prooflike 

obverse.  A  glittering  cameo! . 1 ,095.00 

191 5-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (P(  XiS) 

Brilliant .  1,095.00 

1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  No  Star.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
Bright  yellow-gold.  A  small  copper  spot  is  noted 
between  the  L’s  of  DOLLAR.  Very  attractive 
overall . 1,750.00 

Modern 

Commemoratives 

1982  to  Date 

1982-S  Washington  50C.  Proof-65  as  issued;  in  origi¬ 


nal  case.  Design  by  Elizabeth  Jones . 5.95 

1 984  Olympic  three-piece  set.  Proof-65,  condition  as 
issued.  In  original  case.  1983-S  $1,  1984-S  $1, 

1984-W  $10  gold . 295.00 

1984-W  Olympic.  Proof-65.  $10  gold . 275.00 

1988-S  Olympic  silver  $1.  Proof-65  as  issued;  in 

original  case . 29.00 

1993-W  Madison  half  dollar.  MS-65.  Special  ANA 
counterstamp  issue . 19.95 


The  1995  edition  of  the  Guide  Book,  page  258,  contains  this 
notice:  “9,656  of  the  Uncirculated  version  were  privately  marked 
on  the  edge  with  a  serial  number  and  the  initials  of  the  Madison 
Foundation  and  the  American  Numismatic  Association.” 

B.  T.  Washington 
Special  Offer 

We  will  do  our  part  to  help  you  form  a 
set  of  this  interesting  series.  Order  three  or 
more  different  Booker  T.  Washington 
(1946-1951)  and/or  Carver-Washington 
(1951-1954)  varieties,  grades  of  your 
choice,  and  take  a  4%  discount  off  the  top. 
Order  10  or  more,  and  make  that  a  7% 
discount!  Note:  As  for  some  grades  we  only 
have  one  or  two  in  stock,  we  would  really 
appreciate  alternate  choices  when  you  or¬ 
der.  Offer  subject  to  discontinuation,  so 
order  early. 


The  Book  That  is  a  MUST  in  Any  Library! 


! 


WALTER  BREEN’S 

COMFLETK 

ENCYCLOPEDIA 

- OF - 

IJ.S.  ANI)  COLONIAL 

COINS 


•  lllwiMT  I llliif-4r.il i«mi» 

I  t«nni>iHuli>*  rtYirrm  r  Umk 


From  the  novice  to  the  specialist,  Walter  Breen's  landmark  work 
Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  and  Colonial  Coins  is  sure  to  be  a 
valued  addition  to  any  numismatic  library.  Thoroughly  illus¬ 
trated,  this  book  will  give  you  information  on  just  about  every 
aspect  of  the  American  series.  From  the  standpoint  of  research 
value,  we  have  no  doubt  that  this  book  contains  hundreds  of 


thousands  of  dollars'  worth  of 
information.  Over  8,500  shipped 
— order  your  copy  now! 

Deluxe  Hardbound,  754 
pages,  Order  #BBR-764 


Call  Publications  Toll-Free 


In  Stock  Now 
List  Price: 

$  100.00 

for  discount  see  p.  59 
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Hungarian 
Connection  Found 

in  California  Gold 


by  Dr.  Istvan  Gedai 


The  following  is  from  World  Coin  News,  August 29,  1994, 
and  is  reprinted  by  permission. 

Numismatics  is  rich  with  historical  source  material — it 
provides  data  for  economic  history,  general  history,  and  is 
interrelated  with  other  sources. 

In  itself,  money  is  usually  a  distorted  and  inadequate 
source.  It  can  only  be  regarded  as  complete  when  in  relation¬ 
ship  with  other  data.  We  have  to  bear  this  in  mind  while 
dealing  with  Wass-Molitor  California  gold  coins. 

Gold  coins  were  issued  in  California  during  the  1850s  by 
various  companies.  One  of  them  was  the  Wass-Molitor 
partnership.  Issuing  these  gold  coins  in  Cali¬ 
fornia  during  the  so-called  “gold  rush”  was  a  'mmmmmmm 
natural  economic  circumstance.  Our  numis¬ 
matic  knowledge  can  fit  in  the  history  if  we 
know  the  history  of  the  issuers  of  these  coins. 

Who  was  Samuel  Wass? 

For  centuries  America  has  meant  refuge  for 
freedom-loving  people  who  have  been  perse¬ 
cuted  in  their  own  countries.  This  persecution 
occurred  also  in  Hungary,  where  after  the 
suppression  of  a  revolution  for  independence 
in  1848,  the  leaders  and  participants  in  the 
revolution  fled  to  America  to  avoid  retribu- 
tion.  Samuel  Wass  became  one  of  these  refu¬ 
gees,  (just  as  other  revolutionaries  would  flee 
in  1956). 

If  we  want  to  understand  Samuel  Wass  and  his  era,  we 
have  to  go  back  to  the  Middle  Ages.  The  medieval  Hungarian 
kingdom  was  a  powerful  political,  military,  and  eco¬ 
nomic  force  until  the  16th  century.  Its  gold  coins 
were  spread  all  over  Europe,  serving  as  a  pattern  for 
coiners  from  the  Low  Countries  to  Russia. 

Near  the  end  of  the  1 4th  century,  the  Osmanli 
Turks  began  threatening  Hungary’s  southern  bor¬ 
der.  After  storming  through  the  Balkan  pen¬ 
insula  with  the  aim  of  conquering  Europe, 
their  route  led  right  through  Hungary. 
For  more  than  1 00  years  the  Hungarians 
held  the  Turks  at  bay,  but  on  Aug.  29, 

1 526,  the  Hungarian  defense  was  smashed 
at  the  Battle  of  Mohocs.  Their  army  was 
destroyed  and  the  Hungarian  king  was  killed. 


Following  the  battle,  the  Turks  occupied 
the  central  part  of  the  country,  with  the 
remaining  parts  divided  into  T ransylvania  on 
the  east,  which  kept  its  independence  under 
a  Hungarian  prince,  and  kingdoms  controlled 
by  the  Hapsburgs  on  the  north  and  west. 

The  defensive  line  against  the  Turks  ran 
through  the  Carparthian  basin,  so  the  150- 
year  long  occupation  turned  Hungary  into  a 
seat  of  war.  The  nation  was  devastated  eco¬ 
nomically,  but  the  T urkish  Empire  was  worn 
down  as  well. 

The  Hungarian  system  of  fortification 
saved  Europe  from  further  Turkish  conquest 
and  eventually  Christian  armies  pushed  the 
Turks  out  of  the  country.  In  1699  a  peace 
treaty  restored  the  unity  of  Hungary. 
Hapsburg  kings  became  rulers  of  the  nation,  including 
Transylvania. 

Hungarians  paid  an  incredibly  high  price  for  their  defense  of 
Christianity.  Prior  to  1 526,  the  nation  had  a  population  of  four 
million — 80  percent  of  which  were  Hungarian  speakers.  After 
driving  out  the  Turks,  the  population  had  been  reduced  to  3.5 
million,  of  which  only  45  percent  spoke  Hungarian.  Romanians 
and  Serbians  who  were  also  fleeing  Turkish  and  German  domi¬ 
nation,  settled  in  Hungary. 

As  soon  as  1703,  Hungarian  interests  emerged  from  beneath 
the  shadow  of  the  Hapsburg  empire.  After  eight  years  of 
fighting,  a  Hungarian  insurrection  was  stamped  out. 

By  1800,  the  nation  began  to 
■■■■■■■■■■■■■I  thrive.  This  centuries-long  back¬ 
wardness  should  have  been  quickly 
overtaken,  but  Hungary’s  economic 
and  cultural  development  was  hin¬ 
dered  by  dependency  on  the  Austri¬ 
ans.  And  the  political  struggle  for 
freedom  was  hindered  by  this  eco¬ 
nomic  and  cultural  lag. 

But  in  the  first  half  of  the  19th 
century,  new  institutions  were 
founded,  imparting  a  new  vitality  to 
economy  and  culture.  The  demand 
for  independence  grew  faster  and 
urged  the  people  to  revolution.  The  insurrection  began  on 
March  15,  1848,  and  at  first  the  emperor  sanctioned  the 
revolutionary  claims.  Then  an  independent  Hungarian  govern¬ 
ment  was  elected  and  the  emperor  sought  to  suppress  it  with  the 
Austrian  army.  The  Hungarians  prepared  for  war,  renouncing 
all  allegiance  to  the  throne  and  electing  Louis  Kossuth — the 
empire’s  minister  of  finance — as  governor  of  Hungary. 

At  first  the  Hungarians  had  some  important  military  suc¬ 
cesses.  The  Emperor  Ferdinand  I  abdicated  in  favor  of  Franz 
Joseph,  who  asked  the  Russian  czar  for  help  in  suppressing  the 
revolution.  The  Hungarians  could  not  resist  the  well-armed 
Austrians  and  Russians.  On  Aug.  13,  1849,  the  commander  of 
the  Hungarian  army,  Gen.  Arthur  Gorgey,  surrendered. 

The  emperor’s  revenge  soon  followed — 13  generals  and  the 
Hungarian  prime  minister  were  executed.  Others  were  sent  to 
prison,  the  luckier  ones  were  exiled. 

Count  Samuel  Wass  was  one  of  those  exiles.  He  came  from 
one  of  the  oldest  noble  families  in  Hungary.  Their  proprietary 


Gold  coins  were 
issued  in  California 
during  the  1850s  by 
various  companies. 
One  of  them  was 
the  Wass-Molitor 
partnership. 
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Ill  NRARIAN  CONNECTION  FOUND  IN  CALIFORNIA  COLD 


rights  to  estates  in  Transylvania  were  granted  in  1 230  by  King  Bela  IV. 
In  1 744  the  tamily  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  count. 

Wass  was  born  in  Kolozsvar,  Transylvania,  in  1814. 

During  this  time  the  intellectual  leaders  ol  Hungary  pushed  through 
reforms  that  eventually  led  to  the  formation  of  the  independent 
Hungarian  government. 

W  ass  studied  law,  but  was  also  a  prominent  landowner  and 
economist.  He  also  showed  an  interest  in  science,  and  in  his 
youth  he  wrote  a  scientific  study  of  the  country’s  regions. 

In  1833  he  became  an  apprentice-at-law.  In  1839  he 
was  appointed  judge,  and  two  years  later,  chief  justice. 

When  the  revolution  erupted,  Wass  was  elected  to 
the  new  parliament.  He  held  this  position  until 
February  1849. 

One  of  the  biggest  obstacles  facing  the 
Hungarian  nationalists  was  their  lack  of 
armaments.  So  Kossuth  sent  Wass,  who 
had  a  talent  for  diplomacy,  overseas  in 
search  of  arms.  In  addition  to  Hungarian, 

Wass  spoke  Latin,  German,  French,  Ro¬ 
manian,  Serbian  and  English. 

The  first  stop  on  his  trip  was 
Constantinople,  then  Paris  by  way  of  Marseille 
Later,  in  London,  he  received  orders  to  go  to  America. 

From  there  he  shipped  arms  to  the  insurgents.  Later  he  traveled  to 
South  America  with  the  hope  of  organizing  a  fleet  of  warships  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Amazon  River.  When  this  plan  failed,  he  returned  to  New 
York  in  November  1849  and  learned  of  the  revolution’s  end. 

Wass  remained  in  New  York,  assisting  Hungarian  refugees  who  had 
escaped  to  America.  During  this  time  he  met  fellow  immigrants  Gustav 
Molitor  and  Kornel  Fornet. 

Wass  had  ambitions  to  become  a  shipbuilder,  and  learned  that  trade 
at  the  Stillman  Ship  Works.  However,  his  efforts  to  found  his  own 
company  were  unsuccessful  and  he  traveled  to  California,  lured  by  the 
growing  gold  rush. 

At  first,  Wass  did  some  gold  mining,  then  he  joined  Fornet,  who  had 
opened  an  engineering  office  in  San  Francisco,  and  Molitor,  who  had 
studied  metallurgy  in  London.  Together  with  a  man  named  Haraszti 
they  formed  a  gold  refinery  called  Wass,  Molitor  &  Co. 

The  factory  was  successful  at  the  beginning,  despite  the  fact  that 
none  of  them  had  much  business  experience.  Through  mismanage¬ 
ment,  they  later  ran  out  of  funds  and  could  not  find  credit.  By  the  end 
of  the  1850s,  Wass,  Molitor  &  Co.  was  shut  down. 


In  1858,  Wass  felt  safe  enough  to  return  to  Hungary.  In  the  varied, 
sometimes  adventurous  life  of  the  Count  Samuel  Wass,  the  few  years 
he  spent  as  head  of  a  gold  refinery  were  no  more  than  a  chapter;  though 
it  is  an  important  chapter  in  numismatics. 

By  the  end  of  1855,  $3.5  million  in  gold  was  melted  at 
the  Wass,  Molitor  &  Co.  plant  and  issued  as  gold  bars. 
A  total  of  2.5  million  coins  was  struck  in  $5,  $10, 
$20  and  $50  denominations.  These  gold  coins  are 
important  reminiscences  of  American  numis¬ 
matics  and  the  California  Gold  Rush,  but — due 
to  Wass — of  Hungarian  history  as  well. 

Back  in  Hungary,  Wass  made  use  of  his 
experience  gained  in  America.  He  dealt  with  the 
national  economy  and  industrial  affairs,  but  his 
research  into  geography  and  climatology  are  also 
noteworthy.  In  1861  he  was  elected  to  the  Hungarian 
Academy  of  Sciences  and  gave  an  inaugural  address  on  trade 
winds. 

By  1861,  he  had  returned  to  politics,  becoming  a  member  of 
the  upper  house  of  the  Hungarian  diet.  Still,  when  it  came  to  the 
modernization  and  industrialization  of  the  country,  he  preferred 
to  be  directly  involved. 

In  that  direction,  he  had  a  prominent  role  in  establishing  a  ship 
factory  at  Ujpest,  the  first  Hungarian  steamship  company,  and  a 
mortgage  bank. 

During  the  1 860s,  Hungary  was  undergoing  a  revival  following  the 
suppression  of  the  war  for  independence.  A  dialogue  started  between 
Hungarian  leaders  and  the  emperor,  which  ended  in  the  “1867 
Compromise,”  giving  Hungary  some  internal  autonomy. 

As  a  member  of  parliament — which  he  remained  until  1875 — 
Wass  took  part  in  these  events,  while  always  remaining  faithful  to  his 
goal  of  Hungarian  independence  and  economic  modernization.  He 
died  in  Budapest  on  March  20,  1879.  Count  Samuel  Wass  was 
Hungarian  and  his  feeling  of  being  a  Hungarian  never  changed.  Right 
after  the  Wass,  Molitor  &  Co.  factory  minted  its  first  gold  coins,  he  sent 
a  complete  set  of  them  to  the  Hungarian  National  Museum.  They  were 
taken  into  inventory  in  1856.  Except  for  the  $20  coin,  which  has 
disappeared,  the  museum  still  owns  these  precious  coins,  which  keep 
the  memory  of  Wass  alive. 

Dr.  Istvan  Gedai  is  the  director  of  the  Hungarian  National  Museum 
in  Budapest  and  curator  of  its  numismatic  collection.  He  spent  several  years 
in  prison  for  participating  in  the  1956 revolution  against  the  communists. 


Rough  and  Ready 


Reader  James  V.  Leggett  recently  sent  in  a  clipping  about  the 
“country”  of  Rough  and  Ready,  which  consisted  of  a  section  of 
California,  perhaps  all  of  it,  that  set  up  as  an  independent 
country  on  April  7,  1  850.  While  this  self-proclaimed  “indepen¬ 
dent  country”  didn’t  last  for  long — in  fact,  just  until  about  July 
1850,  and  it  was  not  officially  accepted,  reader  Leggett  raises  this 
inquiry:  “1  didn’t  know  that  the  state  of  California  had  dropped 
out  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  a  period  of  time.  The 
question  is  this:  The  money  that  was  produced  during  that 
period  of  time  that  California  was  out  of  the  Union — is  it  legal 


or  is  it  counterfeit?” 

Our  opinion  is  that  it  is  indeed  legal,  that  the  Rough  and  Ready 
“country”  is  more  of  a  historical  footnote  that  anything  official, 
but  does  indeed  provide  an  interesting  sidelight. 

A  somewhat  similar  question  can  be  raised  for  the  Vermont 
copper  coinage  of  1785-1788,  inasmuch  as  Vermont  was  its  own 
entity  and  did  not  join  the  United  States  of  America  until  1791. 
In  this  instance,  there  is  no  controversy  or  difference  of  opinion 
involved — Vermont  was  indeed  on  its  own.  It  could  be  said  that 
Vermont  was  “another  country”  before  it  joined  the  Union. 
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Pattern  Coins 


1859  pattern  cent.  P-272,  J-228.  Obverse  of 
1859,  reverse  of  1860.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Popu¬ 
lar  transitional  variety  having  the  reverse  design 
with  oak  wreath  and  shield  adopted  in  1 860. 
Partly  brilliant  surfaces  with  blushes  of  blue  and 
lilac.  Nice  eye  appeal .  1,995.00 

The  last  edition  of  The  Standard  Catalogue  of  United  States 
Coins,  1 957  listed  this  particular  variety  among  regularXn&in  cent 
issues,  possibly  drawing  from  the  rationale  that  pieces  were  made 
with  business  strike  (Mint  State)  surfaces  rather  than  Proof  finish. 

Hard  Times 
Tokens 

Our  offering  includes  many  interesting  pieces  from 
this  1832-1844  series.  Low  numbers  (from  Lyman  H. 
Low’s  book,  Hard  Times  Tokens )  are  given  as  are  “HT” 
numbers,  the  latter  from  Russell  Rulau's  new  Stan¬ 
dard  Catalogue  of  U.S.  Tokens  1700-1900  (also 
appearing  in  his  earlier  study,  Hard  Times  Tokens 
1832-1844. 

1833  Low-5,  HT-7.  Jackson.  Rarity-5.  EF-45.  Ob¬ 
verse  with  portrait  of  Jackson  within  wreath. 
Reverse  with  eagle  and  large  shield  within  wreath. 
Period  after  N.  of  NEW  ORLEANS.  Very  sharply 
detailed .  985.00 

1833  L-5A,  HT-8.  Rarity  6.  VG-8/F12.  No  period 

after  N  in  NEW  ORLEANS . 460.00 

1834  L-6,  HT-14.  Whig  Victory.  R-4.  EF-40. 
“FOR  THE  CONSTITUTION  HURRAH.” 
Obverse  with  fully  rigged  sailing  ship.  Reverse 
with  inscription  re  political  victory.  Brass.  At¬ 
tractive  light  yellow  surfaces.  Very  slightly  off 
center.  Very  prominent  border  denticles,  as 


always  seen .  975.00 

Dies  said  to  be  by  Robert  Lovett. 

1834  L-8,  HT-9.  MS-60.  Running  boar/Jackson. 
Anti-Jackson  token.  Copper . 195.00 


Order  It  Today — Enjoy  It  Tomorrow 

Take  advantage  of  our  Federal  Express 
Delivery  service,  free  on  orders  over  $300, 
only  $10  on  orders  under  that  amount. 


1 834  L- 1 5,  HT-28.  Seward.  R-2.  MS-60.  Obverse 
with  portrait.  Reverse:  eagle.  Brass.  Lustrous 
light  golden  surfaces.  One  of  the  finest  in  exist¬ 
ence .  1,495.00 

This  all-purpose  portrait  was  also  used  on  the  Gulian  C. 
Verplanck  token,  Low- 16!  Seward,  from  Auburn,  NY,  was  one 
of  New  York’s  most  prominent  political  figures  in  the  mid- 1 9th 
century.  Today,  he  is  remembered  for  his  purchase  for  the  U.S. 
government  of  Alaska  from  Russia  for  $7.2  million,  an  action 
dubbed  “Seward’s  folly.” 

1834  L- 1 6,  HT-30.  Verplanck.  R-2.  MS-60/63. 
Gulian  C.  Verplanck.  Reverse:  eagle.  Brass. 
Light  yellow  surfaces.  One  of  the  nicest  we  have 
seen .  495.00 

Same  portrait  as  on  the  Low-15  Seward  token!  Gulian  C. 
Verplanck  was  well-known  in  New  York  state  politics  in  the  era, 
and  engaged  in  many  intellectual  pursuits,  including  theology 
and  the  study  of  Shakespeare.  Russ  Rulau  prints  his  biography  on 
p.  23. 

1 837  L-17,  HT-31.  R-3.  AU-50.  Illustrious  Predeces¬ 
sor.  Turtle  with  safe/running  mule.  Copper. 
Somewhat  prooflike.  Glossy  light  brown  surfaces. 
Suggestions  of  light  striking  at  the  centers,  as 
usually  seen .  550.00 

The  turtle  is  a  diamondback  terrapin  indigenous  to  the 
Chesapeake  Bay  area. 


1837  L-19,  HT-33.  MS-64  RB.  Turtle/mule.  Ex¬ 
tremely  sharply  struck  with  excellent  definition  of 
detail  (mule  hair,  diamondback  terrapin  carapace, 
etc.).  Lustrous  red  and  brown  surfaces.  ..  575.00 

1837  L-19,  HT-33.  AU-50 . 75.00 

1 837  L-23,  HT-37.  Liberty  Head  obverse  styled  after 
the  contemporary  American  cent.  NOT  ONE 
CENT  evasion  inscription  on  reverse.  R-4.  VF- 
30.  Pleasing  medium  brown  surfaces . 695.00 

This  is  the  Rulau  plate  coin  (p.  77),  ex  Benjamin  P.  right. 
M.D.,  Carl  Wurtzbach.  via  B.  Max  Mehl  to  Charles  Wilson,  and 
via  Sol  Kaplan  to  R.  Byron  White;  later  Rossa  &  Tanenbaum  and 
Presidential  Coin  &  Antique  Co.  It  would  be  hard  to  imagine  a 
token  with  a  much  more  illustrious  pedigree! 


1837  L-30,  HI -45.  AU-50.  Liberty  Head  obverse.; 
NOT  ONE  CEN  Y  reverse.  Rich  reddish-brown 
surfaces . 249.00 

There  is  an  entire  class  of  HTT  of  the  1837  era  w  ith  motifs 
copied  from  contemporary  U.S.  large  cents,  struck  in  copper, 
and  of  cent  size.  The  collection  of  such  would  make  an  interest¬ 
ing  addition  to  a  cabinet  of  regular  cents. 

1837  L-31,  HT-46.  EF-40.  Liberty  Head;  NOT 
ONE  CENT . 49.00 

1837  L-33,  HT-48.  EF-45.  Liberty  Head;  NOT 
ONE  CENT . 165.00 

1837  L-33,  HT-48.  EF-40 . 75.00 

1837  L-34,  HT-49.  VF-30.  Liberty  Head;  NOT 
ONE  CENT . 35.00 

1 837  L-47A,  HT-66A.  MS-63  RB.  Obverse:  Phoe¬ 
nix  w/NOVr.  1837  below.  Reverse:  MAY 
TENTH  1837,  etc.  Lustrous  red  and  brown 
surfaces .  275.00 

Dies  oriented  in  the  same  direction  (“medal  alignment"). 
On  May  1 0,  1 837,  most  large-city  Eastern  banks  suspended  the 
payment  of  specie  (coin).  On  Nov.  27,  1837,  a  meeting  of 
bankers  was  held  in  NYC  to  establish  a  date  for  payment 
resumption  (phoenix  rising  from  ashes  =  banking  once  again  on 
a  solid  or  coin-based  status).  However,  nothing  was  accom¬ 
plished.  This  piece  was  probably  struck  between  December  1837 
and  April  1838. 

1 837  L-49,  HT-73.  EF-45.  HALF  CENT  WORTH 
OF  PURE  COPPER . 125.00 

This  is  a  significant  HTT  for  two  reasons:  1 .  It  is  listed  in  the 
Guide  Book  of  U.S.  Coins  among  regular-issue  half  cents  (as  over 
the  years  many  half  cent  specialists,  lacking  a  federal  issue  of  this 
date,  have  opted  to  acquire  this  token).  2.  It  is  the  only  HTT  of 
the  half-cent  denomination. 

N.D.  L-51,  HT-70.  Jackson.  MS-64  RB.  Jackson 
in  safe;  balky  mule  with  LL.D  inscribed  on  its 
flank .  350.00 

This  anti-Jackson  token  satirizes  the  doctorate  awarded  to 
Jackson  by  Harvard,  even  though  Jackson  was  not  a  particularly 
literate  man. 

1 837  L-5 1 ,  HT-70.  Jackson.  MS-63  RB . 295.00 

1837  L-51,  HT-70.  Jackson.  MS-60 . 139.00 

1838  L-54,  HT-81.  MS-60  RB.  1838  anti-slavery 

motif.  Slave  in  chains,  kneeling.  AM  I  NOT  A 
WOMAN  &  A  SISTER.  Rev.  imitation  of 
contemporary  large  cent.  Backward  N  in 
UNITED.  Extraordinarily  nice  condition;  most 
pieces  are  in  the  VF  to  EF  range,  with  an 
occasional  AU .  695.00 

A  great  deal  of  folklore  has  appeared  in  print  about  this 
HTT  over  the  years,  including  stories  that  they  were  used  as 
passes  on  the  Underground  Railroad,  and  that  they  are  ex¬ 
tremely  rare,  with  just  a  few  known.  Back  issues  of  The 
Numismatist  reprint  a  number  of  relevant  old-time  press  clip¬ 
pings.  In  actuality,  w  hile  scarce,  this  token  is  not  a  major  raritv 
It  is  doubtful  that  it  was  issued  for  purposes  other  than  a  cent 
substitute  in  an  era  when  federal  coins  were  scarce  (following 
the  Panic  of  1 837). 

N.D.  L-56,  HT-75.  Holed,  as  issued.  EF-45. 
Martin  Van  Buren  portrait;  eagle  over  safe. 
Copper . 295.00 
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1833  L-"6,  HT-153.  MS-60.  American  Insti¬ 
tute;  Robinson's  Jones  &  Co.  of  Attleboro, 
MA . 295.00 

1833  L-76,  HT-153.  EF-40 . 45.00 

1834  L-""\  HT-348.  Rarity-5.  VF-20.  Bucklin’s  In¬ 

terest  Tables.  Troy,  NY.  Inscriptions  on  both 
sides.  From  crudely  engraved  dies,  as  are  all  Bucklin- 
related  issues . 675.00 

1835  L-89,  HT-349.  Rarity  5.  VG-8-F-12. 

Bucklin’s  Interest  Tables.  Troy,  NY.  Obverse 
with  a  crude  Miss  Liberty  head;  rev.  with  wreath 
and  inscription.  Always  seen  lightly  struck.  Naive 
diecutting .  575.00 

1 835  L-93,  HT-355.  F- 1 5.  Bucklin’s  Bookkeeping  / 
Bucklin’s  Interest  Tables.  Struck  from  crudely 
fashioned  dies  (and  all  the  more  interesting  there¬ 
fore).  Scarce  in  all  grades . 1 15.00 

Dies  by  True  of  Albany,  N.Y.,  and  signed  under  the  date. 

1837  L-95,  HT-291.  VF-30.  Merchants’  Exchange, 

old  building  with  multi-story  cupola . 30.00 

1837  L-97,  HT-293.  MS-63  Merchants’  Exchange, 
old  building  with  multi-story  cupola.  Attractive 
brown  surfaces  display  splashes  of  mint  red  in  the 

protected  areas . 175.00 

1837  L-97,  HT-293.  Generous  amounts  of  mint  red 
on  attractive  tan  surfaces.  Some  tiny  patina  spots 

are  noted  on  the  reverse . 1 10.00 

1837  L-97,  HT-293.  EF-40 . 37.00 

1837  L-97,  HT-293.  VF-30 . 30.00 

1837  L-97,  HT-293.  VF-20 . 20.00 


1837  L-98,  HT-294.  AU-50.  Merchants’  Exchange, 
new  building  with  Pantheon-like  dome.  ..  75.00 

1837  L-98,  HT-294.  EF-40 . 45.00 

1837  L-98,  HT-294.  VF-30 . 25.00 

1835  L-100,  HT-217.  VF-25.  Walsh’s  General  Store, 

Lansingburgh,  NY . 35.00 

1836  L- 1 04,  HT-155.  Misstruck.  EF-40.  R.&W. 

Robinson,  Attleboro,  MA . 40.00 

1836  L-104,  HT-155.  VF-30 . 25.00 

1837  L-lll,  HT-240.  AU-50.  Centre  Market, 


NYC 


65.00 


The  Centre  Market  is  depicted  as  being  in  a  Grecian  temple¬ 
like  building  (somewhat  similar  to,  but  more  classical  than  the 
Quincy  Market  standing  today  in  Boston). 

1837  L- 112,  HT-243.  EF-40.  H.  Crossman,  NYC. 

Liberty  Head  obverse,  umbrella  reverse. ...  75.00 
1837  L-122,  HT-283.  EF-40.  George  A.  Jarvis,  NYC 

wine  and  tea  dealer . 69.00 

1837  L-122,  HT-283.  VF-25 . 49.00 

1837  L- 1 24,  HT-194.  VF-25.  William  Simes  &  Co., 
Portsmouth,  NH;  muling  with  Nathaniel  March 

of  the  same  city . 18.00 

1837  L- 1 25,  HT-289  EF-40.  S  Maycock  &  Co., 
NYC.  mfr.  of  pencil  cases,  etc.  Liberty  Head 

obverse . 80.00 

1837  L- 1 29,  HT-169.  Roxbury  Coaches.  Boston, 
Mass.  VF-20 . 249.00 

Struck  in  Feuchrwanger  s  silver-appearing  alloy,  this  token 
was  used  for  tare  on  horse-drawn  omnibuses. 

1837  L- 1 39,  HT-464.  VF-20.  An  enigmatic  issue 
bearing  the  inscription  S.S.B.  and  date  1837; 
location  and  issuer  unknown.  R-6;  seldom  en¬ 
countered  in  any  grade . 995.00 

1 835  L- 1 45, 1  IT-356.  Bucklin’s  Book  Keeping.  West 


Troy,  NY.  R-2.  VF-20 . 149.00 

I’lanchet  diameter:  28.5mm.  Among  the  most  crudely 
struck  pieces  in  the  HTT  series.  Isaac  B.  Bucklin,  a  Troy 
schoolteacher  in  the  1830s,  devised  an  instructional  course  in 
bookkeeping. 

The  Bucklin  copper  token  issues  are  scattered  all  over  the 
Low  listings,  as  they  were  described  by  Low  at  different  times.  In 
the  Rulau  Standard  Catalog  the  groupings  are  fairly  consistent 
and  more  easily  evaluated;  quite  probably,  we  will  change  our 
inventory  listings  in  a  future  issue  to  show  Rulau  (HT)  numbers 
first  and  Low  (L)  numbers  second. 


edge.  Obverse  and  reverse  identical,  with  stars 
around  border,  bust  at  center,  and  inscription 
relating  to  birth  and  death  dates  of  Washington, 
GEORGE  WASHINGTON  above,  and  a  small 
portrait  at  the  center,  the  entire  surrounded  by 
beads  and,  at  the  outside  perimeter,  a  circle  of  five- 
pointed  stars . 49.00 

Tokens  and  Medals 

1904  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition.  Two  prooflike 
gold  tokens,  denominated  1/4  and  1/2.  MS-63.  In 
custom  plastic  display  case.  Interesting!.  195.00 

These  tokens,  which  implied  they  were  worjh  25c  and 
50C,  were  sold  by  numismatic  showman  Farran  Zerbe,  who 
held  the  numismatic  concession  at  the  fair  in  St.  Louis.  Dealer 
Thomas  Elder,  an  unabashed  foe  of  Zerbe,  criticized  the 
pieces  and  their  issuer. 


1841  L-150,  HT-202.  Gibbs.  Belleville,  NJ.  Rarity 
5.  EF-40.  Gibbs  was  a  token  mfr.  in  Belleville,  and 
issued  this  piece,  apparently  in  limited  numbers, 
to  advertise  his  trade .  1,295.00 

The  various  HTT  pieces  made  in  Belleville,  and  also  copper 
bouquet  sous  struck  there  for  circulation  in  Canada,  are  a 
fascinating  footnote  in  American  numismatics. 

1 835  L- 1 56,  HT-366.  N.  Starbuck  &  Son,  Troy,  NY. 
Rarity  6.  F-15.  Obverse,  with  naively  engraved 
Liberty  Head;  rev.  with  machine  screw.  .  595.00 
1837  L-171,  HT-70A.  Jackson  in  iron  safe.  Reverse: 
Mule  inscribed  LL.D.  R-3.  AU-58.  Gilt.  Brilliant, 

lustrous  surfaces . 695.00 

1840  L-172,  HT-75A.  Brass.  Van  Buren.  Reverse: 
Safe  with  eagle  above.  R-3.  AU-58.  prooflike. 
Holed  for  suspension,  as  usual.  Tiny  scratch. 

Satisfaction  guaranteed  for  only . 395.00 

1835  L-176,  HT-434.  VG-8-F12.  Gustin  &  Blake, 
Chelsea,  VT  hardware  store  and  metalsmiths. 

Wonderfully  crude  dies! . 950.00 

1 835  L-284,  HT-368.  N.  Starbuck  &c  Son.  Troy,  NY. 
R-2.  VF-30 .  225.00 

One  of  the  crudest-struck  tokens  in  the  series  (and,  hence, 
quite  fascinating). 

Washingtonia 

Baker-240C.  Washington  &  Lincoln.  EF-45.  White 
metal . 125.00 

Interesting,  as  the  word  REVERSE  appears  above  Lincoln’s 
portrait  on  the  reverse;  probably,  someone  sketched  Lincoln  and 
suggested  that  his  portrait  be  on  the  reverse,  and  this  instruction 
was  translated  into  part  of  the  token’s  inscription! 

1776  Baker-195. 1A.  Harlem  Headquarters.  Copper. 
Proof-65 . 99.00 

No.  1  in  a  series  by  George  H.  Lovett  (signed  G.H.L.) 
depicting  places  associated  with  the  Revolutionary  War. 

1797  Baker-71  A.  Sansom  medal.  Restrike  in  copper 
from  very  rusted  dies.  AU-50.  A  find  for  the 
specialist .  119.00 

The  first  seen  from  very  rusted  dies;  not  discussed  in  the 
literature. 

1832  Baker- 160E.  MS-63.  Superb  prooflike,  lightly 
toned  bronze  medal,  restrike,  from  dies  cut  for  the 
February  22, 1 832  Washington’s  Birthday  parade 
in  Philadelphia.  One  of  the  finest  seen. ..  139.00 
Undated  (19th  century)  Washington  medal.  AU-55. 
39mm  diameter.  Nickel  composition.  Reeded 


Betts  Medals 

Betts-200.  Admiral  Vernon  medal.  HE  TOOK 
PORTO  BELLO  WITH  SIX  SHIPS  ONLY. 
AU-55 .  395.00 

Obverse  3/4th  length  portrait  of  Adm.  Vernon;  reverse  with 
naval  scene.  Vernon  captured  the  Spanish  outpost  of  Porto  Bello 
Nov.  2 1  -22, 1739.  Spain  and  England  were  rivals  on  the  seas  and 
in  the  New  World;  it  was  the  consummation  of  a  boast  that  only 
six  ships  were  used  to  accomplish  the  feat.  The  vessels  bore  the 
names  Burford  (flagship),  Hampton  Court,  Norwich,  Worcester, 
Strafford,  and  Louisa.  To  commemorate  this  feat,  numerous 
varieties  of  medals,  mostly  of  brass-like  composition,  were 
distributed  throughout  England. 

Counterstamps 

I860  Indian  cent.  Good.  Countersramped  THE 
HENRY  CLAY  PEN  finely  in  letters  at  the  center 
of  the  portrait.  Good.  Unlisted  in  Brunk.  169.00 

We  received  a  call  the  other  day  from  a  client  who  had  an 
actual  Henry  Clay  brand  pen.  What  a  nice  exhibit  it  would  be  to 
put  a  cent  such  as  this  together  with  the  actual  writing  instru¬ 
ment. 

1862  Indian  cent.  Brunk-18640.  A  very  bold 

counterstamp  at  the  center  of  the  obverse  IRA  C. 
HASKINS  TIP  TOP  PEN . 225.00 

Presumably,  information  concerning  Haskins  and  his  I  ip 
Top  Pen  could  be  found  by  searching  patent  records. 

1821  silver  two  reales.  Counterstamped  J.M.  Taylor, 
Broker.  New  York.  Host  coin  VF.  Bold 
counterstamp  on  the  reverse  of  a  coin  that  is  less 
worn  than  normally  seen . 169.00 

Hawaiian  Coins 

1883  Hawaii  25*L  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  350.00 

1883  Hawaii  50c.  AU-50 . 695.00 

1883  Hawaii  50C.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Medium  gray 
surfaces,  somewhat  prooflike.  A  beauty! .  695,00 

1883  Hawaii.  SI.  EF-40.  A  nice  specimen  of  the 
largest  denomination  in  the  series .  595.00 

Miscellany 

1 863  Civil  War  token.  68/ 1 99.  MS-63.  White  metal; 

brilliant  and  lustrous.  Rare! . 2~5.00 

Obverse  with  an  adaptation  of  I.ongacrc's  Indian  Head, 
now  surrounded  bv  13  stars  and  with  beads  on  the  headdress 
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(instead  of  LIBERTY);  date  below.  Reverse  with  eagle,  motto- 
inscribed  ribbon  on  beak,  perched  on  spade-shaped  patriotic 
shield;  inscription  surrounding. 

Circa  1860  Steinfeld  bottle  (Ring  S- 1 85).  Related  to 
encased  postage  stamps.  New  York.  An  extremely 
rare  (we  have  had  just  one  other  over  the  years) 
original  bottle  which  once  contained  the  drink 
specifically  advertised  on  encased  postage  stamps 
by  the  firm.  An  outstanding  exhibit  item  for  the 
encased  postage  stamp  specialist . 995.00 

The  name  of  Steinfeld  and  the  product  appear  in  raised 
letters  on  the  bottom  of  the  bottle.  On  the  side  of  the  bottle  is  “S. 
ST"  and  “PATENT”  arranged  in  a  circle,  and  a  medallion  with 
an  eagle.  On  the  base  is  the  inscription  “STEINFELD’S  FRENCH 
COGNAC  BITTERS."  Medium  amber  color.  1 1-1/2"  high. 

1849  California  game  counter.  VG.  Brass,  38mm. 
Plain  edge.  Well  worn  (think  of  the  “adventures” 
this  must  have  seen) . 45.00 

Obverse  with  flag  at  center,  sailing  ship  above,  stars  to  the 
left  and  right,  and  date  1 849  below.  Reverse  with  perched  eagle, 
CALIFORNIA  above,  and  TOKEN'  below'.  Probably  used  as  a 
game  counter  for  a  $20. 


1906  NH.  Third  Annual  White  Mountain  Hill 
Climb  medal.  EF.  Crawford  Notch,  New 
Hampshire.  Octagonal  gold  medal,  4 1  mm  side 
to  side  measurement,  by  Dieces  &  Clust,  23 
John  Street,  New  York  City.  Obverse  with 
scene  of  Mount  Washington,  with  sun  peeping 
over  rocky  crag,  forests  at  the  mountain  base, 
and  inscription  below,  “Crawford  Notch,  NH, 
July  30,  1906.”  The  reverse  was  engraved  for 
presentation  to  a  winner  and  says  “Stock  cars, 
S 1 ,750-52,250,”  referring  to  the  class  in  which 
this  was  entered.  First  seen .  895.00 

This  hill  climb  was  held  on  July  30  and  31,  1906,  and 
comprised  several  categories.  The  winner  in  the  event  admitting 
stock  cars  (held  on  July  30)  costing  $1,750  to  $2,250  is  said  to 
have  been  F.  Allen,  driving  a  28-horsepower  Oldsmobile,  w'ho 
ran  the  course  in  four  minutes,  20  seconds,  followed  by  Dwight 
B.  Huss  in  a  similar  vehicle  at  six  minutes,  29-1/5  seconds.  The 
following  day,  July  31,  there  was  another  event,  and  in  the  same 
class,  F.  Allen  in  a  28-horsepower  Oldsmobile  came  in  at  three 
minutes,  59-4/5  seconds,  with  R.  Crawford  in  a  24-horsepower 
Crawford  car,  registering  four  minutes,  1-2/5  seconds.  Accom¬ 
panying  this  medal  is  a  newspaper  clipping  giving  a  fascinating 
account  of  the  entire  event,  telling  of  the  course,  and  giving  the 
names  of  different  winners.  It  would  not  be  difficult  to  envision 
that  this  medal,  accompanied  by  an  illustration  of  a  28-horse¬ 
power  Oldsmobile  (assuming  one  can  find  such),  would  be  a 
show  stopper  in  an  exhibit  case. 

1928  Assay  CommissionMedal.Julian-Keusch-Assay 
Commission-72.  Bronze.  51mm.  967.2  grains. 
Proof-64 . 299.00 

The  obverse  is  from  the  identical  die  used  to  strike  the  1 926 


and  1927  issues.  The  reverse  is  a  new  design  depicting  two  men 
working  at  an  18th-century  coinage  press,  with  the  inscription 
FIRST  COINAGE  PRESS  U.S.  MINT  1793. 

1931  Assay  Commission  medal.  JK-AC-75.  Bronze. 
51mm.  955.9  grains.  Matte  Proof-64.  Yellowish 
bronze  surfaces . 269.00 

The  obverse  depicts  Hoover  and  states  his  inaugural  date. 
The  reverse  shows  the  from  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  with 
inscriptions  surrounding.  The  Assay  Commission  met  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  11,  1931. 

1934  Assay  Commission  medal.  JK-AC-79.  Bronze. 
51mm.  967.00  grains.  Matte  Proof-64.  Mostly 
yellow  bronze  iridescence  with  some  blushes  and 
splashes  of  deeper  toning . 269.00 

The  obverse  is  similar  to  the  reverse  style  of  1 929, 1930,  and 
1932,  except  tor  the  date,  and  depicts  the  1792  Philadelphia 
Mint,  the  style  used  in  1931  and  1933,  but  without  any 
inscription  above  PHILADELPHIA. 

1968  Assay  Commission  medal.  JK-AC-112. 

Bronze.  57mm.  1432.5  grains.  Matte  Proof-65 
in  yellow  bronze,  as  issued.  Housed  in  the 
original  case  of  issue.  Exceedingly  rare,  as  are  all 
Assay  Commission  medals  of  modern  times 
(except  1977) .  949.00 

Obverse  with  portrait  of  Albert  Gallatin,  who  served  as  an 
early  secretary  of  the  T  reasury.  The  reverse  depicts  a  pound  troy 
weight  dated  1 824. 

1969  Assay  Commission  medal.  JK-AC-1 13.  Bronze. 

57mm.  1 529.26  grains.  Matte  Proof-65  in  yellow 
bronze,  as  issued.  Housed  in  the  original  case  of 
issue .  849.00 

The  obverse  bears  the  portrait  of  Richard  M.  Nixon  facing 
right.  The  reverse  depicts  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  Among  numis¬ 
matists  attending  the  1969  Assay  commission  meeting  on 
February  12  were  Albert  Baber,  Harold  S.  Bareford,  Mrs. 
Adeline  I.  Bebee,  Ray  Byrne,  Harmer  B.  Cole,  Charles  R. 
Hoskins.  Robert  E.  Medlar,  James  Roy  Pennell,  Jr.,  Ray  G.B. 
Renderer,  and  Benjamin  Stack. 

1970  Assay  Commission  medal.  JK-AC-1 14.  Bronze. 

57mm.  1599.2  grains.  PR-65,  in  yellow  bronze, 
lacquered,  as  issued.  Housed  in  the  original  case  of 
issue . 749.00 

Obverse  with  portrait  of  Treasury  Secretary  David  M. 
Kennedy  facing  forward.  Reverse  with  seal  of  the  Treasury 
Department  surrounded  by  inscription.  Among  numismatists 
attending  the  conclave  on  February  11,  1 970,  were  Harry 
Wesley  Bass,  Jr.,  Alex  Kaptik.Jr.,  LeonT.  Lindheim,  Thomas  F. 
Mason,  and  William  P.  Rabun. 

1972  Assay  Commission  medal.  JK-AC-1 16.  Bronze. 
57mm.  1295.2  grains.  Matte  Proof-65  in  yellow 


bronze,  as  issued.  In  gold-trimmed  blue  leatherette 
case  with  blue  velvet  and  silk  lining.  In  box  with 
some  notes  on  cover . 679.00 

Obverse  with  front-facing  portrait  of  Secretary  of  the  T  rea¬ 
sury  John  B.  Connally,  by  Frank  Gasparro.  Reverse  with  view  of 
the  Treasury  Department  building. 

1975  Assay  Commission  medal.  JK-AC-1 19.  Bronze. 
57mm.  1598.5  grains.  Matte  Proof-65  in  yellow 
bronze,  lacquered,  as  issued . 679.00 

The  obverse  by  Gasparro  features  a  portrait  of  Gerald  Ford 
facing  three-quarters  right.  The  reverse  shows  the  fanciful  scene 
of  Martha  Washington  inspecting  early  coinage.  Numismatists 
on  hand  at  the  February  1 2, 1 975  meeting  of  the  Assay  Commis¬ 
sion  included  Dr.  Nelson  Page  Aspen,  Federico  Clavera,  James 
H.  Cohen,  RoyT.  Engler,  Arthur  M.  Fitts  III,  George  D.  Hatie, 
William  F.  Krieg,  Wayne  A.  Lawrence,  Morton  Reed,  David  J. 
Shapiro,  Dr.  Radford  Stearns,  and  Adna  G.  Wilde,  Jr. 

Ancient  Greece:  Aigina.  Silver  stater,  c.  480-456  B.C. 
Smooth  shelled  turtle.  Medium-gray  surfaces. 
Some  counterstamps  are  noted  on  the  turtle’s 
back.  The  reverse  design  is  an  incuse  square  di¬ 
vided  into  five  compartments.  A  popular  type 
coined  during  the  15th  century  B.C .  495.00 


Paper  Americana 
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c.  1910  Fire-engine  scene  postcard.  Ottawa,  Ohio. 
As  New.  Two  different  scenes  available  (one  of 
which  is  described  below).  We  bought  several 
dozen  of  these,  and  offer  you  a  pair  for  $32.00,  or 
buy  10  pairs  for . 235.00 

Steam  fire  engine  postcard,  circa  1910.  Americana  at  its 
finest!  Circa  1910.  Ottawa,  Ohio  Fire  Department  post  card. 
“Ready  for  action.”  Original  (not  a  reprint)  sepia-colored  card, 
unused,  shows  a  span  ofwhite  horses  drawing  an  Amoskeag-type 
steam  pump  fire  engine,  with  a  retinue  of  fire  fighters  bringing 
up  the  rear,  all  posed  in  front  of  the  station  house.  This  type  of 
card  is  the  creme  de  la  creme  subject  for  anyone  interested  in  the 
history  of  fire  fighting. 


Room  full  of  hydraulic  presses  for  printing  bonds  and  currency  notes,  T  reasury  Department, 
Washington,  DC,  1869  {Frank  Leslie's  Illustrated  Newspaper,  June  5,  1869). 
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Join  The  Club! 


In  a  recent  issue  of  Numismatic  News,  a  detailed  listing  of 
numismatic  organizations  was  published.  Inasmuch  as  here 
at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we  often  get  calls  from 
people  wishing  to  join  groups  of  collectors  having  special¬ 
ized  interests,  with  a  nod  in  the  direction  of  Numismatic 
News  for  its  research,  we  include  the  following  information. 
As  Numismatic  News  mentioned,  “due  to  the  frequent 
changes  in  club  officers,  mailing  addresses,  and  communi¬ 
cation  problems,  incorrect  or  obsolete  information  may  be 
inadvertently  included.”  However,  by  and  large,  it  should 
be  correct.  Of  course,  there  are  many  more  organizations 
than  the  ones  we  list — including  local  and  regional  clubs. 

Space  in  the  Rare  Coin  Review  permits  us  to  list  just  a  few  of  the 
many  fine  organizations.  For  a  full  list  contact  Numismatic  News. 
Send  along  $  1  for  their  postage  and  photocopy  charges,  and  ask 
for  copies  of  pages  37  through  39  of  their  October  1 8th  issue. 

When  you  write  to  these  organizations,  please  state  that 
the  Bowers  and  Merena  organization  sent  you — who  knows, 
possibly  they’ll  send  you  a  sample  copy  of  their  publication  if 
you  do  this! 

American  Numismatic  Association 

818  N.  Cascade  Ave.,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80903 

American  Numismatic  Society 

Leslie  A.  Elam 

Broadway  at  153th  St.,  New  York,  NY  10032 

Bust  Half  Nut  Club 

Irv  Kalter 

PO  Box  4875,  Margate,  FL  33063 

Canadian  Numismatic  Association 

Kenneth  Prophet,  Executive  Secretary 
PO  Box  226,  Barrie,  Ontario 
CANADA  L4M  4T2 

Civil  War  Token  Society 

JeffShevlin,  Secretary 

7879  Greenback  Lane,  Suite  250,  Citrus  Heights,  CA  95610 

Colonial  Coin  Collectors  Club 

Donald  Mituzas,  Treasurer 

PO  Box  867,  Croton  Falls,  NY  10519 

CompuServe  Coin  Club 

Bob  Foppiano 

PO  Box  191,  Warrenton,  MO  63383 


Early  American  Coppers,  Inc. 

Rod  Burress,  Membership  Chairman 
PO  Box  15782,  Cincinnati,  OH  45215 

Florida  United  Numismatists 

Cindy  Grellman 

PO  Box  951988,  Lake  Mary,  FL  32795 

Flying  Eagle  &  Indian  Cent  Collectors 
Society  (The  Fly-In  Club) 

Xan  Chamberlain,  Secretary 
PO  Box  915,  Palo  Alto,  CA  94302 

John  Reich  Collectors  Society 

David  J.  Davis,  President 
PO  Box  205,  Ypsilanti,  MI  48197 

Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club 

John  Kroon,  Membership 
PO  Box  1062,  Midland,  MI  48641 

New  England  Numismatic  Association 

John  D.  Mullen,  Executive  Secretary 
PO  Box  383,  Newtonville,  MA  02160 

New  Hampshire  Numismatic  Association 

Sam  Allen,  Secretary 

PO  Box  1655,  Dover,  NH  03820 

Numismatic  Association  of  Southern  California 

Linda  Richards,  Corresponding  Secretary 
PO  Box  29092,  Hollywood,  CA  90029 

Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society 

Numismatic  literature 

Frank  Van  Zandt,  Secretary/Treasurer 

6032  Van  Zandt  Road,  Livonia,  NY  14487 

Numismatic  Literary  Guild 

Numismatic  writers  and  editors 
Ed  Reiter,  Executive  Director 
12  Abbington  Terr.,  Glen  Rock,  NJ  07452 

Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  Inc. 

Robert  Brueggeman,  Executive  Director 
3950  Concordia  Lane,  Fallbrook,  CA  92028 

Society  of  Paper  Money  Collectors 

Bob  Cochran,  Secretary 

PO  Box  1085,  Florissant,  MO  63031 

Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins 

Helen  Carmody 

PO  Box  302,  Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648 

Standing  Liberty  Quarter  Collectors  Society 

Keith  Saunders 

PO  Box  14762,  Albuquerque,  NM  87191 

Token  and  Medal  Society,  Inc. 

Cindy  Grellman 

PO  Box  951988,  Lake  Mary,  FL  32795 

Women  In  Numismatics 

Cynthia  Mohon,  Secretary 

14252  Culver,  #490,  Irvine,  CA  92714 

Don 't  Miss  the  Book  Section ! 

See  our  book  section  in  this  issue  for  some  really  terrific  buys 
on  interesting  and  valuable  reference  books.  I  he  same  30-day 
guarantee  of  satisfaction  you  get  with  coins  applies  to  our  books 
as  well! 
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Some  Favorites 
For  Reading 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


In  the  field  of  out-of-print  numismatic  literature,  there  are 
many  possibilities.  What  with  value  guides,  die  variety  stud¬ 
ies,  auction  catalogues,  dealers’  price  lists,  and  more,  one 
could  spend  24  hours  a  day  looking  through  things  and  not 
come  close  to  seeing  all  that  is  available. 

I  have  been  interested  in  numismatic  literature  from  day 
one,  which  for  me  was  in  1952  when  I  started  collecting  (the 
next  year,  1953, 1  started  being  a  dealer).  Back  then,  about  the 
only  reference  book  available  easily  (to  a  teenager  in  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  who  was  trying  to  find  out  something  about  coins  and  who 
had  no  coin  shop  nearby)  was  the  Guide  Book.  However,  I 
didn’t  discover  this  handy  red-covered  volume  until  I  had  been 
collecting  for  a  few  weeks.  Meanwhile,  I  had  heard  all  sorts  of 
terms  such  as  “Proof,”  “restrike,”  etc.,  but  I  didn’t  know  exactly 
what  they  meant,  and  I  knew  very  little  about  their  availability. 


though  it  might  be  worth  just  a  dollaror  two 
and  have  little  or  no  commercial  value. 

My  interest  in  coin  information  paral¬ 
leled  this.  What  interested  me  most  were 
obscure  facts  and  tidbits.  While  I  gathered  a 
number  of  auction  catalogues,  1  found  that 
most  of  the  information  in  them  was  repeti¬ 
tive,  consisted  of  hyperbole,  or  simply  cop¬ 
ied  facts  that  I  could  easily  find  in  the  Guide 
Book.  In  other  words,  there  was  little  new  to 
be  found.  The  great  exception  to  this  rule 
were  the  catalogues  issued  by  the  New  Neth¬ 
erlands  Coin  Company  in  New  York  City, 
a  rather  modest  operation  run  by  John  J. 
Ford,  Jr.  (who  was  the  numismatic  guru), 
Charles  M.  Wormser  (who  was  the  official 
greeter,  general  nice  guy,  and  who  kept  an 
eye  on  the  office,  but  who  didn’t  care  much  for  numismatic 
technicalities),  and  a  secretary,  Mrs.  Neary.  From  time  to  time, 
consultants  or  other  employees  would  be  utilized,  most  nota¬ 
bly,  Walter  Breen,  who  did  much  useful  research. 

The  New  Netherlands  catalogues  were  spiced  with  lots  of 
technical  information  not  available  anywhere  else  (remember 
this  was  in  a  day  before  the  “reference  book  explosion”  that  we 
now  enjoy  the  results  of  in  the  1990s),  plus  a  good  deal  of 
personal  opinion. 

A  reader  of  more  than  one  or  two  New  Netherlands 
catalogues  would  soon  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  were 
certain  things  that  the  management  didn’t  like,  most  notably 
the  “back  room  boys,”  as  they  were  called,  referring  to  com¬ 
petitors  who  dipped  or,  worse,  “scrubbed”  their  coins;  and 
dealers  in  “modern  investment  material,”  par- 


was  much  smaller  than  it  is  today  in  the  1 990s.  In  particular, 
I  liked  the  technical  aspects  of  things — die  varieties,  pat¬ 
terns,  colonial  coins,  you  name  it.  Although  items  such  as 
1 9 1 6-D  dimes  were  bread  and  butter  coins  and  helped  pay 
the  bills,  like  as  not,  I  would  be  much  more  excited  about 
some  ugly,  worn  smooth,  Connecticut  coin  of  1785,  even 


tell”  antics  ofgenerations  before.  Occasionally,  someone  would 
bring  an  1884  trade  dollar  to  a  club  meeting  or  would  show 
some  type  of  a  pattern,  evoking  a  scene  that  must  have  been 
romantic  or  interesting  in,  say,  the  year  1908.  I  his  was 
probably  more  fascinating  in  its  contemplation  than  had  1 
been  there  in  person. 
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Going  beyond  l he  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine  and  The  Numis¬ 
matist  (which  even  today  I  consider  to  be  the  foundation  of  any  basic 
numismatic  research  library),  I  acquired  a  complete  run  of  The 
American  JourruiL  of  Numismatics  published  by  the  American 
Numismatic  Society.  In  the  19th  century,  this  peri¬ 
odical  reigned  supreme,  and  reading  through  it 
was  like  visiting  ^AJi  Baba’s  cave — treasures  were 
to  be  discovered  on  each  page.  Unfortunately,  the 
Journal  petered  out  around  the  second  decade  of 
the  20th  century,  and  after  that  time  was  issued  only 
intermittently  in  monograph  form,  lacking  the  edi¬ 
torial  commentary,  market  views,  letters,  and  other 
things  that  gave  flavor  to  the  early  numbers.  (I  ’ve  always 
felt  that  the  American  Numismatic  Society  very  much 
in  business  today  in  New  York  City,  as  most  of  you 
probably  know,  would  greatly  benefit  by  reviving  the 
American  Journal  of  Numismatics  as  a  quarterly,  as  it  once 
was,  and  making  it  a  sounding  board  for  all  sorts  of  research 
information,  exchange  of  ideas,  and  more.) 

Then  came  dealer-published  periodicals,  the  most  out 
standing  ofwhich  was  probably  Mehl's  Numismatic  Monthly, 
so  far  as  size  and  breadth  is  concerned  (it  covered  things  from 
items  for  sale  to  convention  goings-on),  but  magazines  issued 
by  Scott,  Mason,  and  Frossard,  were  very  difficult  to  obtain, 
were  wonderful  to  look  through  as  well.  I  particularly 
enjoyed  the  writing  of  Ed.  Frossard  who,  it  seemed,  had  an 
opinion  on  just  about  everything,  whether  or  not  he  was 
knowledgeable  on  the  subject!  Sometimes  his  policy 
must  have  been  to  write  about  something  first,  and  then 
study  it  later.  To  an  extent,  Thomas  Elder  was  his 
successor  in  this  regard. 

Today,  in  the  1990s,  there  is  much  more 
information  to  absorb.  Numismatic  News  (first 
published  in  1952)  and  Coin  World  (1960) 
arrive  every  week,  and  it’s  all  one  can  do  keep 
current  with  incoming  things,  never  mind  back  is 
sues.  A  few  years  ago,  I  bought  a  microfiche  set  of  Numismatic 
News  when  it  was  available,  and  should  Coin  World  become 
available  on  microfilm  or  microfiche,  I  would  buy  that  as  well. 
However,  the  amount  of  information  in  these  two  weekly  periodi¬ 


cals  is  so  immense,  that  what  is  truly  needed  is  a  competent 
numismatist  to  go  through  both  of  them  and  index  them  by 
subject.  For  example,  I  suspect  that  if  I  wanted  to  write  an 
article  today  on  1922  Grant  commemorative  half  dollars,  I 
could  find  lots  of  interesting  commentary  in  both  of  these 
newspapers,  but  it  would  take  so  long  to  find  it  (neither 
publishes  an  annual  index)  that  I  wouldn’t  make  the 
attempt.  Here,  indeed,  is  a  worthwhile  project  for  a 
foundation  or  private  benefactor  to  consider.  The  en¬ 
tire  numismatic  community  would  be  grateful. 

COINage  magazine  and  Coins  magazine  sold  on 
newsstands  (as  well  as  through  the  mail)  are  another 
treasure.  As  a  “traditional”  numismatist,  dealing  in 
early  coins,  rarities,  large  collections,  etc.,  and  pri¬ 
marily  having  knowledgeable  numismatists  as  our 
clientele,  I  have  seen  that  numerous  individuals 
well  pass  off  COINage  and  Coins  as  suitable  only 
for  novices.  Actually,  quite  the  opposite  is  true. 
Even  a  short  file  of  either  one  will  reveal  many  truly 
important  articles  by  some  of  the  best  writers  in  numismatics  today. 
Here,  then,  are  more  treasures  to  consider. 

Recent  issues  of  periodicals  are  very  inexpensive, 
almost  free  for  the  asking.  I  suspect  that  an 
expenditure  of  $100  or  less  would  yield 
virtually  a  truckload  of  back  numbers  of  the 
past  10  or  20  years  of  The  Numismatist,  Coin 
World,  COINage,  Coins,  and  Numismatic 
News.  The  pile  would  be  so  large  that  it  might 
be  frightening  to  contemplate.  Perhaps  an  easier 
way  to  begin  would  be  to  focus  on  COINage  and 
Coins  magazines  only,  read  those,  and  use  those  as 
a  matrix  for  knowledge  for  more  numerous  Coin 
World  and  Numismatic  News  issues. 

Inevitably,  when  discussing  numismatic  literature, 
the  topic  of  money  comes  up.  And,  no  doubt,  a  prized 
early  catalogue  of  the  Chapman  Brothers  can  be  worth 
many  thousands  of  dollars  and  create  a  lot  of  attention. 
However,  at  the  other  end  of  the  spectrum  are  many 
numismatic  periodicals  which  are  indeed  my  favorites,  and  which  just 
about  everyone  can  afford. 


About  the  1991  Korean  War  Dollar 


“Dear  Mr.  Bowers: 

“This  letter  will  serve  a  two-fold  purpose.  One  is  to  thank  you  for 
having  me  on  your  mailing  list.  I  am  a  disabled  veteran  who  can  not 
possibly  afford  to  buy  coins,  but  I  spend  many  happy  hours  reading 
about  them,  and  for  that  I  am  grateful  to  you.  You  help  to  lighten  up 
a  rather  dull  life.  At  the  present  time  I  am  in  the  VA  Medical  facility  at 
West  Roxbury,  MA.  Soon  I’ll  be  moved  to  my  home  at  Sturbridge,  MA. 

“The  reason  that  really  motivated  me  to  write  this  letter  is  another 
dig  at  the  38th  anniversary  of  the  Korean  War,  the  motif  of  the 
commemorative  dollar  I  purchased  through  the  Disabled  American 
Veterans,  ofwhich  I  am  a  life  member.  On  page  28  ofyour  1 00th  issue 
of  Rare  Coin  Review,  Helen  Carmody  brought  it  up  again,  and  it 
finally  pushed  me  into  writing  this  letter. 

Over  the  last  three  years  I  have  heard  many  times  that  there  was 


no  reason  to  use  the  38th  anniversary.  There  is  every  reason  to  use  the 
38th  anniversary.  The  38th  parallel  divides  that  unfortunate  penin¬ 
sula,  and  the  U.S.  forces  lost  over  50,000  good  men  fighting  over  it. 
Rudyard  Kipling  had  his  Tommy  Atkins,  the  First  World  War  had 
their  doughboys,  WWII  (my  war)  had  G.I.s,  the  Korean  War  and 
Vietnam  had  grunts.  We  also  had  fat  cats  and  the  so  called  literati  who 
couldn’t  be  bothered  to  get  down  in  the  mud  and  defend  our  most 
precious  rights.  Any  real  fighting  man  knows  what  the  38th  parallel 
stands  for.  It  stands  between  the  free  world  and  the  communist  world. 

“You  are  a  prolific  writer  and  are  extremely  articulate.  Perhaps 
you  can  help  straighten  out  this  injustice.  The  memory  is  so  short. 
A  thanks  in  advance  for  anything  you  can  do. 

“Respectfully, 

“E.Z.”  (a  wartime  paratrooper) 
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Numismatic 
Books  For  Sale 


At  Great  Discount  Prices 


Special  Offers  on  Books 
You  Will  Enjoy 

Buy  a  book  =  Have  some  fun!  An  equation  that  has  stood 
the  test  of  time! 

Ordering  is  as  simple  as  A,  B  or  C: 

A:  Check  our  listings  carefully. 

B:  Buy  up  to  $100  list  price  worth  of  books,  and  take  a 
10%  discount! 

Or  C:  Buy  $100.01  or  more  worth  of  books  and  take  a 
20%  discount! 

Please  add  $3  postage  and  handling  to  each  book  order. 

Guarantee:  We  absolutely  guarantee  that  each  book  you 
buy  from  us  will  be  100%  up  to  your  expectations  and  will 
please  you  in  every  way.  If  not,  just  return  the  book  within  30 
days  (a  full  month),  and  an  instant  refund  will  be  given.  In  this 
way  you  can  read  the  book  and  use  it,  and  be  sure  it  is  exactly 
what  you  want! 

ORDER  YOURS  NOW! 

On  press  right  now  is  a  great  new  book,  Gold  Coins  of 
the  Old  West,  The  Carson  City  Mint  1870- 
1893,  by  Douglas  Winter  and  Larry  Cut¬ 
ler,  M.D.  This  volume  treats  all  gold 
issues  of  that  mint,  including  $3,  $10, 
and  $20  coins  struck  from  1870  to 
1893,  and  describes  their  characteris¬ 
tics,  idiosyncrasies,  availability,  rar¬ 
ity  in  various  grades,  etc.  We  invite 
you  to  order  now  for  shipment 
before  April  1 .  In  this  way,  you’ll 
be  among  the  first  to  get  your 
copy.  The  book  is  8.5x1  1  inches 
in  size,  profusely  illustrated,  and  contains 
224  pages. 

Special  Offer:  To  get  a  copy  of  the  book  in  your  hands,  we 
make  this  special  offer  (cannot  be  included  as  part  of  our  A, 
B  orC  discounts  above): 

Quality  softbound  version,  Stock  BWI-816,  List  $19.95, 
Special  Offer,  net  $15.95. 

Quality  hardbound  version,  Stock  BWI-8 17,  List  $3 1.95, 
Special  Offer,  net  $25.50. 


Super  Special  Offer:  I  he  announce¬ 
ment  about  the  Carson  City  book  set  us  to 
thinking,  and  instead  of  the  preceding, 
you  might  want  to  capture  in  one  fell 
swoop  all  of  Doug  Winter’s  specialized 
books  on  gold  coins.  This  offer  is  for 
softbound  books,  a  set  of  three:  Gold  Coins 
of  the  Old  West,  The  Carson  City  Mint  1870- 
1893,  (now  at  press,  copy  to  be  sent  by  April  1 ,  1 995);  New 
Orleans  Mint  Gold  Coins,  1839-1909;  and  Charlotte  Mint 
Gold  Coins  1838-1861.  The  latter  two  books  are  on  hand 
and  will  be  shipped  right  away.  List  prices  total  $54.95. 
Your  special  deal  for  the  three  is  $40.95  plus  $5  postage 
and  handling. 

“BIG  PERFORMANCE- 
HELD  OVER!” 

Well,  its  not  quite  like  Broadway,  but  we  were  deluged 
with  orders  in  response  to  our  offering  of  Dave  Bowers’  two- 
volume,  2,000+  pages,  extensively  illustrated  set,  Silver  Dollars 
and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclope¬ 
dia. 

The  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  gave  this  set  its  Book  of  the 
Year  Award. 

The  Professional  Numismatists  Guild  gave  this  set  its  highest 
literary  honor,  the  Robert  Friedberg  Award. 

Over  3,500  purchasers  of  this  not-exactly-inexpensive  set 
have  enjoyed  using  it,  and  the  nice  comments  we’ve  received 
would  make  a  rather  large  pile! 

Accordingly,  we’ve  “held 
over"  our  offering  from  last 
issue,  and  if  you  haven't  yet 
ordered,  we  invite  you  to 
do  it  now.  Here  it  is: 

Having  fun:  There’s 
no  doubt  about  it: 

Owning  a  book  about 
your  favorite  series — silver 
dollars  for  example — can 
vastly  increase  your  en¬ 
joyment.  Take,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  our  best-selling, 
award  winning  two-vol¬ 
ume  set  by  Q.  David  Bowers,  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade 
Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia. 
Suppose  that  you  own  an  1881  -S  Morgan  silver  dollar. 
Wouldn’t  you  enjoy  reading  several  pages  of  information 
about  it?  How  it  was  minted?  How  rare  is  it  in  various  grades? 
What  is  its  market  history  (what  did  Mint  State  coins  sell  tor 
100  years  ago,  95  years  ago,  etc.,  down  to  the  present  day  in 
5-year  intervals)?  Were  there  any  hoards,  and,  it  so,  how  and 
when  were  they  distributed? 
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Each  and  every  date  and  mintmark  of  every  dollar — from  the 
earliest  year,  1  794,  to  the  latest  Susan  B.  Anthony  dollars  of  1 98 1 ,  plus 
commemorative  dollars  since  then — has  at  least  a  full  page  just  about 
it,  sometimes  two,  three,  or  four  pages! 

Here  is  a  set  of  books  you  w  ill  refer  to  again  and  again,  not  only  to 
enjoy  your  present  coins,  but  as  a  guide  in  future  purchases.  You’ll  be 
right  up  there  with  the  experts  when  it  comes  to  knowledge.  And,  the 
beautiful  part  is  that  it  is  an  interesting  book  to  read. 

I  his  set  of  books,  comprising  hundreds  of  illustrations  and  over 
2,000  pages,  quality  hardbound,  lists  for  $  1 49,  and  is  worth  that  or 
even  much  more.  However,  you  can  buy  a  set  for  just  $1 19.20  (a 


The  Definitive  Reference 
on  U.S.  Pattern  Coins 
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Aadraw  W.  Pollock  R! 
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Andrew  Pollock's  massive  book,  extensively  illustrated, 
has  been  selling  very  well — since  its  recent  release,  over 
900  copies  have  been  shipped.  This  book  updates  and 
revises  the  U.S.  pattern  series,  and  gives  much  informa¬ 
tion  not  available  from  any  other  single  source. 

Andy  has  spent  years  meticulously  evaluating  rarity, 
assembling  market  price  data,  and  much  more,  with 
numerous  varieties  newly  identified  as  major  rarities. 
This  book  is  sure  to  become  a  cornerstone  in  any 
numismatic  library! 


Deluxe  Hardbound 
524  pages 
Order  #BPO-100 


In  Stock  Now 

*79.00 


Gill  Our  Publications  Department  Toll-Free 

1-800-222-5993  , 
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20%  discount!)  plus  $7  shipping  and  handling.  Ask  for  Stock  No. 
BBM-204. 

Autographed  to  you:  On  request,  Dave  Bowers  will  autograph  your 
set  with  a  personal  inscription  to  you  (be  sure  to  specifically  request  this 
when  ordering;  no  extra  charge  of  course — glad  to  do  it!). 

Happy  reading! 

Sincerely, 

Doug  Plasencia, 

Publications  Department 


A  Book  That  Can  Make 
You  a  Lot  of  Money! 


THE  CHERRYPICKERS'  GUIDE  TO  RARE 

DIE  VARIETIES  by  Bill  Fivaz,  NLG  and  J.T.  Stanton,  NLG 

•  All-new,  3rd  edition  •  Vastly  enlarged  and  revised  •  344  pages 

•  Hundreds  of  detailed  photographs  ‘Dozens  of  new  varieties 

By  identifying  minute  characteristics  of  popular  issues  such  as  Lincoln 
cents,  Washington  quarters,  and  many  more,  The  Cherrypickers’ 
Guide  can  help  you  spot  a  valuable  rarity  in  seconds!  A  coin  appearing 
to  be  worth  a  few  dollars  could  actually  be  worth  hundreds  of  dollars 
or  more.  Each  variety  is  clearly  illustrated  with  an  enlarged  picture. 


Choose 
from  these 
two  quality 
bindings: 


Quality  Softbound 

$24.95 

Order  No.  BF1-1 10 


Spiral  Bound 

*29.95 

Order  No.  RFI-111 


Available  Now  From 
Bowers  and  Merena  Publications 
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BOOK  index 

Offered  below  is  an  alphabetical  list  of  the  books  offered  for  sale  in  this  issue 
of  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  If  you  know  which  books  you  wish  to  order,  just  find 
them  on  the  list  below,  note  the  Stock  number  and price  and  call  us  at  1-800-222- 
5993  to  place  your  order.  If  you  would  like  more  information  on  any  book,  or 
would  like  to  browse  through  our  many  interesting  titles,  check  through  the  pages 
following  this  list. 

Adventures  With  Rare  Coins  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-125)  $24.95 
(hrdbd) 

American  Numismatic  Literature  Charles  E.  Davis  (BDA-723)  $85.00 
(hrdbd) 

ANA  Anthology,  The  Carl  W.A.  Carlson  &  Michael  Hodder  (BAN-71 1) 
$65  (hrdbd) 

ANA  Centennial  History,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BAN-710)  $159(hrdbd) 

Basic  Guide  to  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins  Hodder/Bowers  (BBM-309) 
$14.95  (sftbd) 

Buyer’s  Guide  to  the  Rare  Coin  Market,  A  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-353) 
$19.95  (sftbd) 

Buyer’s  Guide  to  U.S.Gold  Coins  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-350/351) 
$12.95  (sftbd)/$  1 9.95  (hrdbd) 

Cherrypickers’  Guide  To  Rare  Die  Varieties,  The  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.T. 
Stanton  (BFI-1 10)  $24.95  (sftbd)/  (BFI-1 1 1)  $29.95  (spiral  bound) 

Charlotte  Mint  Gold  Coins  Douglas  Winter  (BWI-812)  $14.95  (sftbd) 

Commemorative  Coins  of  the  U.S.:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia  Q.  David 
Bowers  (BBM-^08/308A/308B)  $39.95  (sftbd)/$49.95  (hrdbd)/$75 
(deluxe  hrdbd) 

Complete  Guide  To  Barber  Dimes,  The  David  Lawrence  (BLA-101) 
$23.95  (sftbd) 

Complete  Guide  to  Barber  Halves,  The  David  Lawrence  (BLA-102) 
$24.95  (sftbd) 

Complete  Guide  to  Mercury  Dimes,  The  David  W.  Lange  (BLA-108) 
$29.95  (sftbd) 

Complete  Guide  to  Buffalo  Nickels,  The  David  W.  Lange  (BLA-106) 
$24.95  (sftbd) 

Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes,  The  Al  Blythe  (BBL-105) 
$29.95  (sftbd) 

Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars,  The  Randy  Wiley  and  Bill 
Bugart  (BBU-110)  $69.95  (HB) 

Complete  Guide  to  Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars,  The  Bruce  Fox  (BFO- 
107)  $29.95  (sftbd) 

Complete  Guide  to  Washington  Quarters,  The  John  Feigenbaum  (BFE- 
113)  $16.95  (sftbd) 

Early  Coins  of  America,  The  Sylvester  S.  Crosby  (BCR-271)  $45.00 

(hrdbd) 

Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  1794-1836  Al  C.  Overton  (BOV-100) 
$59.95  (hrdbd) 

Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Silver  &  Gold  Commemorative  Coins,  1892-1989 

Swiatek/Breen  (BSW-742)  $29.95  (sftbd) 

Error  Coin  Encyclopedia,  The-2nd  Edition  Arnold  Margolis  (BMA-761) 
$24.95  (sftbd) 

Getting  Your  Two  Cents  Worth  Kevin  Flynn  (BFL-1 14)  $19.95  (sftbd) 

Handbook  of  20th-Century  U.S.  Gold  Coins  David  Akers  (BAK-749) 
$19.95  (hrdbd) 

History  of  United  States  Coinage,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-130) 
$59.95  (hrdbd) 

Liberty  Seated  Quarters  Larry  Briggs  (BBR-800)  $39.95  (sftbd) 

Moxie  Encyclopedia,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-809)  $19.95  (sftbd) 


New  Orleans  Mint  Gold  Coins  Douglas  Winter  (BWI-814/81 5)  $19  95 

(sftbd)/$3 1 .95  (hrdbd) 

Nickelodeon  Theatres  and  Their  Music  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-821/822) 
$19.95  (sftbd)/$24.95  (hrdbd) 

Norweb  Collection:  An  American  Legacy,  The  Hodder/Bowers  (BBM-145) 
$29.95  (hrdbd) 

Numismatist’s  Bedside  Companion,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-200) 
$12.95  (sftbd) 

Numismatist’s  Countryside  Companion,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-207) 
$12.95  (sftbd) 

Numismatist’s  Downtown  Companion,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-208) 
$12.95  (sftbd) 

Numismatist’s  Lakeside  Companion,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-202) 
$12.95  (sftbd) 

Numismatist’s  Topside  Companion,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-209)  $  1 2.95 
(sftbd) 

Numismatist’s  Traveling  Companion,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-210) 
$12.95  (sftbd) 

Numismatist’s  Weekend  Companion,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-206) 
$12.95  (sftbd) 

Penny  Whimsy  William  S.  Sheldon  (BSH-100)  $50  (hrdbd) 

Penny  Whimsy  (Autographed  by  Walter  Breen)  William  S.  Sheldon  (BSH- 
101)  $75  (hrdbd) 

Photograde  James  F.  Ruddy  (BRU-414)  $9.95  (sftbd) 

Postcards  of  Alphonse  Mucha,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  and  Mary  L.  Martin 
(BBM-850)  $10.00  (sftbd) 

Silver  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  U.S.:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia  Q.  David 
Bowers  (BBM-204)  $149  (hrdbd) 

Standard  Catalog  of  U.S.  Tokens  1700-1900,  The  Russ  Rulau  (BRU-724) 
$45.00  (sftbd) 

Standard  Guide  to  the  Lincoln  Cent,  The  Sol  Tayler  (BTA-404)  $19.95  (sftbd) 

United  States  Clad  Coinage,  The  Ginger  Rapsus  (BRA-511)  $12.95  (sftbd) 

United  States  Coins  by  Design  Types  (Action  Guide)  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM- 
307)  $9.95  (sftbd) 

United  States  Copper  Cents  1816-1857  Howard  R.  Newcomb  (BNE-798) 
$50.00  (hrdbd) 

United  States  Copper  Coins  (Action  Guide)  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-302) 
$9.95  (sftbd) 

United  States  Gold  Coins:  An  Illustrated  History  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-135) 
$57.95  (hrdbd) 

United  States  Nickel  Five-Cent  Piece,  The  Michael  Wescott  (BWE-705) 
$14.95  (sftbd) 

United  States  Numismatic  Literature,  19th-Century  Auction  Catalogues, 
Volume  One  John  W.  Adams  (BAD-721)  $125  (deluxe  hrdbd) 

United  States  Patterns  and  Related  Issues  Andrew  W.  Pollock,  III  (BPO-100) 
$79.00  (hrdbd) 

U.S.  Three-cent  and  Five-Cent  Pieces  (Action  Guide)  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM- 
303)  $9.95  (sftbd) 

Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and  His  Era,  Profile  of  a  Numismatist  Q.  David  Bowers 
(BBM-140)  $29.00  (deluxe  hrdbd) 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins  (BBR- 
764)  $100.00  (hrdbd) 

Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Proof  Coins  (BBR-’,65) 
$29.95  (sftbd) 

Waterford  Water  Cure,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-422)  $49.95  (deluxe 
hrdbd) 
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United  States  Numismatic  Literature, 
Volume  1,  19th-Century  Auction  Catalogues 

By  John  W.  Adams 

As  this  book  is  out  of  print, 
only  6  copies  remain.  One 
of  the  most  impressive 
reference  books  ofall  time, 
the  author  has  studied 
19th-century  dealers, 
described  their  lives,  and 
listed  their  auction 
catalogues.  271  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  Del.  HB  (BAD-721) 
List  $125 


UNITED  STATES 
NUMISMATIC 
UTEKATURE  VOLUME  I. 
19TH-CENTURY 
AUCTION  CATALOGUES 

Jofca  W.  Adams 


The  American  Numismatic  Association 
Centennial  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Two  deluxe  volumes 
chronicle  the  history  of  the 
ANA  since  its  founding  in 
1891.  The  author  analyzes 
the  politics,  personalities, 
and  trends  that  shaped 
America’s  premier  numis¬ 
matic  association.  1,768 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BAN-710) 

List  $159 


(TVTEXMAL  HISTORY 


The  History  of  United  States  Coinage 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Illustrated  in  color  by 
coins  from  the  fabulous 
Garrett  Collection, 
catalogued  by  Q.  David 
Bowers,  and  sold  at 
auction  for  $25  million, 
this  volume  covers  all 
series  from  colonials  to 
regular  copper,  nickel, 
silver,  and  gold  issues.  572 
pages. 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-130) 
List  $59.95 


Handbook  of  20th-Century 
United  States  Gold  Coins 

By  David  Akers 


Best-seller,  184  pages, 
separate  pages  devoted  to 
each  issue.  Rarity  info 
given  in  several  degrees  of 
Mint  State  preservation, 
hints  and  additional 
collecting  information. 
Illustrated.  Special  Offer: 
HB  version  at  the  SB 
price. 

►  HB  (BAK-749) 

Only  $19.95 


A  Buyer’s  Guide  to  the  Rare  Coin  Market 
(2nd  Edition) 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Contains  all  you  need  to 
know:  Buying  and  selling 
coins  effectively;  slabs  and 
certified  coins,  dealers  and 
dealing;  market  and  price 
information,  using  it  to  your 
advantage;  secrets  of 
successful  collecting  and 
investing,  more.  372  pages. 
►  SB  (BBM-353) 

List  $19.95 


The  Numismatist’s  Bedside  Companion 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  anthology  of  some  of 


Numismatists  bedsidE 

COMPANION 


..  r*  t 


the  best  articles  from  past 
issues  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Review,  by  such  authors 
as  Q.  David  Bowers,  Den¬ 
nis  Loring,  Frank  M. 
Todd,  Walter  Breen, 
Bruce  Lorich,  James  F. 
Ruddy,  David  L.  Ganz, 
and  even  one  written  by 
Mark  Twain.  224  pages. 
►  SB  (BBM-200) 

List  $12.95 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

By  Al  Blythe 


THE  COMP1CTE 
GUIDE  TO 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF  DIMES 


This  volume  analyzes  half 
dimes  on  a  year-by-year 
basis  and  goes  far  beyond 
the  Daniel  W.  Valentine 
work  on  the  series.  A  must 
for  anyone  interested  in 
this  series.  168  pages,  ex¬ 
tensively  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBL-105) 

List  $29.95 


Buyer’s  Guide  to  United  States  Gold  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
(Foreword  by  David  Akers) 

Describes  each  type  from 
1795  onward,  discusses 
availability,  and  includes 
extensive  research  by  Dr. 
Richard  A.  Bagg.  122  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBM-350) 

List  $12.95 

►  HB  (BBM-351) 

List  $19.95 


BUYER'S 
GUIDE  TO 

uNiraij 

SHIESfr 

GOLD  COINS 


I  Y  Q  0  AVI  D  >  OWfRS 


•«•••*«»  It  u«»  •  Milt 


The  Numismatist’s  Countryside  Companion 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Great  reading — an  ideal 
volume  to  take  with  you 
on  a  “lost  weekend”  to 
the  country — articles  by 
many  well-known  authors 
on  various  aspects  of 
American  coinage. 

►  SB  (BBM-207) 

List  $12.95 


Adventures  With  Rare  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
(Introduction  by  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.) 

Read  about  the  history, 


Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States: 
A  Complete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 


Adventures  jPI 
RARE  COINS  © 


art,  romance,  and  invest¬ 
ment  aspect  of  coins.  The 
fabulous  California  Gold 
Rush,  the  great  Treasury 
release  of  Morgan  silver 
dollars  in  1962,  dos  and 
don’tsofeoin  investment, 
and  more.  306  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

►  HB  (BBM-125) 

List  $24.95 


Commemorative 
Coins  of  the 
United  States 

A  COMnETE  ENt  .YCLOTEIMA 


Bv  Q.  tW  fn*w 


An  excellent  and  exhaustive 
reference  work  covering 
commemoratives  from  the 
19th  century  through 
1991.  768  pages, 

illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBM-308) 

List  $39.95 

►  HB  (BBM-308A) 

List  $49.95 

►  Del.  Ltd.  Edition 

(BBM-.308B)  List  $75 


The  Numismatist’s  Downtown  Companion 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Whether  you  are  up  town, 
down  town,  or  around 
town,  this  niffy  collection 
of  articles  by  well-known 
writers  will  involveyou  in 
many  different  aspects  of 
American  numismatics. 
►  SB  (BBM-208) 

List  $12.95 


Save  Money!  Take  10%  off  all  book  orders  up  to  $100;  take  20%  off  all  book  orders  over  $100!  (Off  publisher’s  prices  listed  here.) 
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Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the 
United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 


Q.  David  Imm 

SILVER  DOLLARS 

k  THU*  DOUARS  01  T1U. 

STATES 


Two  volumes,  over  2,000 
pages!  Offers  data  on 
mintages,  rarity,  grading 
information,  buying  tips, 
and  prices.  Describes  every 
silver  dollar  issue  ever 
minted,  from  early  dollars 
through  modern  com- 
memoratives. 

►  HB  (BBM-204) 

List  $149.00 

*  Please  add  $7  shipping  and  handling 


The  Numismatist’s  Topside  Companion 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

You  don’t  have  to  sail  to 
enjoy  this  great  anthology 
of  articles  by  famous 
numismatic  writers, 
covering  topics  ranging 
from  the  famous  1913 
nickel,  to  the  coin  market, 
to  how  to  enjoy  collecting. 
►  SB  (BBM-209) 

List  $12.93 


United  States  Coins  by  Design  Types:  An 
Action  Guide  for  the  Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 


United  SUtn 
Coin*  by  Detlgn  Types 

A*  Attfen  C*Ut  t m  im 


Valuable  information  on 
sleepers,  unrecognized 
rarities,  good  buys,  plus 
information  concerning 
design,  distribution,  and 
other  valuable  facts.  Major 
design  types  from  1793  to 
date  illustrated  and 
completely  described,  256 
pages. 

►  SB  (BBM-307) 

List  $9.95 


BOOKS 


for  sale 


Save  Money!  Take  10%  off  ail  book  orders  up  to  $100;  take  20%  off  all  book  orders  over  $100!  (Off  publisher's  prices  listed  here.) 


United  States  Copper  Coins:  An  Action  Guide 
for  the  Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Half  cents,  large  cents,  small 
cents,  and  two-cent  pieces 
are  discussed  in  detail  and 
all  major  types  are  illus¬ 
trated.  Why  is  it  rare?  Why 
is  it  priced  as  such?  Which 
issues  are  sleepers?  176 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBM-302) 

List  $9.95 


United  States  Copper  Coins 

An  A<H«n  Cvifit  hr  »h * 
CoH«ior  .*-d  1 


United  States  Three-cent  and  Five-cent 
Pieces:  An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  inside  view  of  these 
series.  Sleepers,  stories 
behind  rarities  such  as  the 
fabulous  1913  Liberty 
Head  nickel  and  the 
unique  1870-S  half  dime 
are  recounted.  168  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBM-303) 

List  $9.95 


U*ut«d  sum 


TWC«I  ui4 


The  Numismatist’s  Lakeside  Companion 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  interesting  book, 
packed  with  stories  by  a 
variety  of  well-known 
authors,  including  Ed 
Rochette,  Robert  W. 
Julian,  Michael  Wescott, 
Tom  LaMarre,  Q.  David 
Bowers,  Frank  Gasparro, 
John  W.  Adams,  Michael 
Hodder,  J.G.  Macallister, 
and  others.  224  pages. 

►  SB  (BBM-202) 

List  $12.95 


Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and  His  Era, 

Profile  of  a  Numismatist 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  award-winning 
volume  details  the 
fascinating  and  almost 
unbelievable  life  of  Virgil 
Brand  (1862-1926)  and 
how  he  became  known  as 
“the  world’s  greatest  coin 
collector.”  248  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  Deluxe  Hardbound 

(BBM-140) 

List  $29.00 


Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of 
United  States  and  Colonial  Proof  Coins 


Revised  edition.  Details 
Proof  coin  manufacture, 
characteristics  of  various 
styles  of  Proofs,  and  more. 
Year-by-year  analysis. 
Detailed  discussions  of 
Proof  sets,  scarcities  and 
rarities,  and  pedigrees  of 
classic  issues.  338  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBR-765) 

List  $29.95 


United  States  Gold  Coins: 

An  Illustrated  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Illustrated  by  pieces  from 
the  fabulous  Louis  Eliasberg 
Collection,  which  the  au¬ 
thor  catalogued  and  sold  at 
auction  for  $12.4  million. 
Readable  and  informative. 
All  you  want  to  know  about 
American  gold  coins.  415 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BBM-135) 

List  $57.95 


The  Numimatist’s  Traveling  Companion 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  fascinating  collection  of 
interesting,  absorbing, 
and  valuable  articles  on 
numismatics,  ranging 
from  investment  to  hu¬ 
man  interest  items. 

►  SB  (BBM-210) 

List  $12.95 


Nismuv 


pages. 

►  SB  (BBM-206) 
List  $12.95 


Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia 
of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins 


Every  American  issue 
from  the  earliest  days 
onward  is  discussed. 
Virtually  a  numismatic 
library'  all  in  one  book!  An 
absolute  must  for  ever)' 
numismatic  library, 
beginning  or  advanced! 
754  pages,  profusely 
illustrated. 

►  HB  (BBR-764) 

List  $100.00 


The  Numismatist’s  Weekend  Companion 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Articles  on  topics  ranging 


Nlmismatists  wet  kinD 

COMPANION 


from  Vermont  coppers  to 
historical  medals  to 
controversial  commem- 
oratives.  You  will  enjoy 
this  book  whether  you 
read  one  article  at  a  time 
or  the  whole  volume.  224 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  103 


Page  63 


BOOKS 


for  sale 


Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

By  Larry  Brtggs 


All  the  facts  concerning 
Liberty  Seated  quarters 
from  the  first  issue  in  1 838 
to  the  last  in  1891. 
Characteristics  of  striki ng, 
details  of  die  varieties, 
rarity  in  various  grades, 
collecting  hints,  and 
more.  265  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBR-800) 

List  $39.95 


The  Complete  Guide  to  Washington  Quarters 

By  John  Feigenbaum 


This  book  contains  much 
information  concerning  the 
history  of  the  series,  major 
design  changes,  George 
Washington  medals,  altered 
and  counterfeit  coinage, 
grading,  undervalued  coins, 
sleeper,  and  the  like.  Over 
160  pages,  profusely  illus¬ 
trated. 

►  SB  (BFE-113) 

List  $16.95 


A  Basic  Guide  to  United  States 
Commemorative  Coins 

By  Michael  Hodder  and  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  action  guide 


Guide  &  U.S. 


to 


Michael  J.  Hoddei- 
Q.  David  Bowers 


commemorative  coins 
with  complete  and  con¬ 
cise  information  regard¬ 
ing  all  silver  and  gold 
issues,  from  the  1848 
CAL  quarter  eagle  to  the 
modern  1991  issues.  An 
essential  quick  reference 
guide.  165  pages,  ill. 

►  SB  (BBM-309) 

List  $14.95 


The  American  Numismatic 
Association  Anthology 

Edited  by  Carl  WA  Carlson  &  Michael  Hodder 


A  companion  to  the  ANA 
History.  Studies  by  John 
W.  Adams,  Q.  David  Bow¬ 
ers,  Walter  Breen,  Kenneth 
E.  Bressett,  Mrs.  Elvira 
Clain-Stefanelli,  John  J. 
Ford,  Jr.,  Robert  W.  Julian, 
Eric  P.  Newman,  and  An¬ 
drew  Pollock  III.  372 


T3o 


pages,  ill. 

►  HB  (BAN-711) 

List  $65 


The  Cherrypickers’  Guide 
To  Rare  Die  Varieties 

By  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.  T.  Stanton 

Vastly  expanded  3rd  edi¬ 
tion.  Hundreds  of  varieties 
of  U.S.  coins  described  and 
shown  in  photos,  enabling 
the  reader  to  “cherrypick” 
rarities  among  “ordinary” 
coins.  344  pages.  Profusely 
illustrated. 

►  SB  (BFI-110) 

List  $24.95 

►  SPIRAL  BOUND 
(BFI-111)  List  $29.95 


The  Norweb  Collection: 

An  American  Legacy 

By  Michael  J.  Hodder  &  Q.  David  Bowers 

The  story  of  the  Norweb 


Collection,  and  how  it 
was  formed  over  several 
generations,  from  Liberty 
Holden  in  the  19th 
century,  to  R.  Henry 
Norweb,  Jr.  Dozens  of 
full-page  plates  of  prize 
American  coins.  288 
pages,  illustrated. 

►‘'Del.  HB  (BBM-145) 
List  $29.95 


The  Early  Coins  of  America 

By  Sylvester  S.  Crosby 


Getting  Your  Two  Cents  Worth 

By  Kevin  Flynn 


The  Complete  Guide  to  Buffalo  Nickels 

By  David  W.  Lange 


Reprint  of  this  19th- 
century  classic.  Details 
colonial,  state,  and  early 
American  coins,  the 
history,  legislation 
pertaining  to  them, 
collecting,  comments,  etc. 
This  reprint  edition  also 
includes  modern  com¬ 
ments  by  Eric  P. 
Newman.  378  pages,  ill. 
►  HB  (BCR-271) 

List  $45.00 


Getting  \  our  Two  Cents  \N  orth 
by  Kevin  Flynn 

'T?S: 

U  :'i 


A  complete  guide  to  two- 
cent  doubled  dies, 
repunched  dates,  clashed 
dies  and  overdates.  Covers 
the  history  of  the  series,  how 
varieties  are  made  and  which 
are  the  most  collectable  as 
well  as  dollar  value  and  rar¬ 
ity.  112  pages.  Over  350 
photographs. 

►  SB  (BFL-114) 

List  $19.95 


tMI  (OMHrTI  (HJIDI  TO 


BUFFALO 

NICKELS 


D»«ie  W.  L»« 


This  new  reference  work 
includes  a  thorough  ex¬ 
amination  of  the  history 
of  the  series,  pattern  and 
trial  pieces,  Proof  and 
specimen  coins,  error 
coins,  grading  and  rarity 
information,  and  date 
and  mint  analysis  of  all 
known  varieties.  Nearly 
400  photographs. 

►  SB  (BLA-106) 

List  $24.95 


American  Numismatic  Literature 

By  Charles  E.  Davis 


Quality  hardbound 
edition  limited  to  550 
copies.  The  author  has 
studied  auction  cat- 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars 

By  Bruce  Fox 


The  Complete  Guide  to  Mercury  Dimes 

By  David  W.  Lange 


l  MUD!  TO 


alogues,  price  lists, 
numismatic  books  of  the 
past  two  centuries,  and 
has  reported  auction  sale 
values.  218  pages. 

►  HB  (BDA-723) 

List  $85.00 


WALKING 

LIBERTY 

HALF  DOLLARS 


Complete  date  and 
mintmark  analysis,  grading 
information,  rarity  rating  by 
date  and  grade,  pricing 
guidelines,  and  the  history 
of  the  series.  1 54  pages,  with 
280  photographs. 

►  SB  (BFO-107) 

List  $29.95 


Expansive  insight  into  the 
Mercury  dime  series, 
including  date-by-date 
evaluations  and  inform¬ 
ative  chapters  on  errors, 
patterns,  price  history, 
and  more.  In  short, 
everything  you  need  to 
know  about  Mercury 
dimes. 

►  SB  (BLA-108) 

List  $29.95 


Save  M  O  n  ey!  Take  10%  off  all  book  orders  up  to  $100;  take  20%  off  all  book  orders  over  $100!  (Off  publisher’s  prices  listed  here.) 
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The  Complete  Guide  to  Barber  Dimes 

By  David  Lawrence 


A  detailed  analysis  of  all 
issues  from  1 892  to  1 9 1 6, 
with  a  page  or  more  given 
to  each  date  and 
mintmark.  A  great  guide 
for  anyone  interested  in 
the  series.  Pricing,  rarity, 
grading —  it’s  all  here! 

►  SB  (BLA-101) 

List  $23.95 


IARIV  HAlf 
DOLLAR 
Dl(  VAR  II  Tl  I  S 

imiiM 


Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  1794-1836 

By  Al  C.  Overton 

Photographs  of  die  varieties 
include  new  discovery 
pieces  enlarged  two 
diameters.  New  sections 
and  information  include 
data  on  Condition  Census, 
pictorial  grading,  design 
types,  and  much  more.  710 
pages. 

►  HB  (BOV-100) 

List  $59.95 


The  Standard  Catalog  of  U.S.  Tokens 

1700-1900 

By  Russ  Rulau 

This  hefty  volume  lists 
and  describes  thousands 
of  different  tokens  (in¬ 
cluding  the  Hard  Times 
series  1 832- 1 844  and  the 
Civil  War  series  1861- 
1865),  with  a  generous 
serving  of  history.  824 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BRU-724) 

List  $45.00 


The  Complete  Guide  to  Barber  Halves 

By  David  Lawrence 


Barber  half  dollars 
discussed  on  a  date-by¬ 
date  basis,  illustrating 
each  issue,  rating  rarity, 
and  comments  on  strike, 
lustre,  and  more.  112 
pages,  extensively 
illustrated. 

►  SB  (BLA-102) 

List  $24.95 


United  States  Patterns  and  Related  Issues 

By  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III 
(Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers) 

This  book  completely  up¬ 
dates  and  revises  the  U.S. 
pattern  coin  series,  giving 
market  values  (an  extensive 
reporting  of  auction 
prices),  historical  informa¬ 
tion,  die  variety  details,  and 
rarity  ratings.  524  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

►  HB  (BPO-100) 

List  $79.00 


Penny  Whimsy 

By  William  S.  Sheldon 


A  reprint  from  Lorraine 
Durst  of  the  classic  work 
by  William  S.  Sheldon. 
Over  60  photographs  of 
large  cents,  with  plates  of 
12  new  varieties  discov¬ 
ered  since  1965.  340 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BSH-100) 

List  $50.00 

►  Autographed  HB 
(BSH-101) 

List  $75.00 


The  Error  Coin  Encyc!opedia-2nd  Edition 

By  Arnold  Margolis 

The  author,  one  of  the 
best-known  experts  in  the 
field  of  error  coins, 
discusses  everything  to  do 
with  minting  and  mint 
errors — including  the 
minting  process,  how 
coins  are  struck,  how  mint 
errors  are  produced, 
different  types  of  mint 
errors,  etc.  370  pages,  ill. 
►  SB  (BMA-761) 

List  $24.95 


The  United  States  Clad  Coinage 

By  Ginger  Rapsus 


The  volume  discusses  the 
end  of  silver  coinage,  the 
composition  of  the  new 
clad  coins,  and  gives 
mintage  figures  for  all  issues 
and  dates.  The  book  also 
includes  data  on  clad  coins 
in  circulation  and 
collections.  174  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  SB  (BRA-511) 

List  $12.95 


Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Silver  &  Gold 
Commemorative  Coins  1892-1989 

By  Anthony  Swiatek  &  Walter  Breen 

A  new  edition  of  this 


Silver  6 
Commerr 


classic  work  on  American 
commemoratives.  Detail¬ 
ed  information  on  com¬ 
memorative  coins  from 
1892  to  date,  plus  much 
other  useful  data.  386 
pages. 

►  SB  (BSW-742) 

List  $29.95 


United  States  Copper  Cents  1816-1857 

By  Howard  R.  Newcomb 

Reprint  of  this  classic 
work.  The  standard 
reference  book  on  die 
varieties  of  copper  cents 
of  the  period.  312  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  HB  (BNE-798) 

List  $50.00 


Photograde 

By  James  F.  Ruddy 


The  Standard  Guide  to  the  Lincoln  Cent 

By  Dr.  Sol  Taylor 


Designated  an  official 
grading  guide  by  the  ANA. 
All  series  are  covered,  half 
cents  through  double  eagles. 
Also  contains  information 
concerning  cleaning  coins, 
preserving  them,  recog¬ 
nizing  Matte  Proofs,  and 
other  data.  208  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  18th  Edition,  SB 
(BRU-414)  List  $9.95 


THE  standard  guide 

TO  THE  LINCOLN  CENT 


Packed  with  new,  up¬ 
dated  information  on 
every  coin  in  the  series — 
including  13  pages  de¬ 
voted  to  1943  copper 
cents  alone!  Includes  his¬ 
toric  information,  recent 
auction  sales  figures,  and 
population  data  for  Mint 
State  and  Proof  coins. 
Over  300  pages,  ill. 

►  SB  (BTA-404) 

List  $19.95 


Save  Money!  Take  10%  off  all  book  orders  up  to  $100;  take  20%  off  all  book  orders  over  $100!  (Off  publisher’s  prices  listed  here.) 
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BOOKS 


for  sale 


The  United  States  Nickel  Five-Cent  Piece: 
A  Date- By- Bate  Analysis  and  History 

By  Michael  Wescott 


The  Moxie  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 


THE  UNITED  SOTES 

Nickel 
Five-Cent 
Piece 


hwn  a y  DAir. 
\NAi_VSI5  AND  H8T0HY 


fcv  \U.  had 


The  first  full-length  study 
of  the  nickel  ever  pub¬ 
lished.  Walter  Breen 
writes  in  the  introduction, 
“Michael  Wescott  taught 
me  facts  about  nickels  I 
hadn’t  known  even  after 
30  years  of  studying  this 
series.”  192  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

►  SB  (BWE-705) 

List  $14.95 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 

By  Randy  Wiley  and  Bill  Bugert 


TMt  COMTCITI  GUIDE  TO 


LIBERTY 
SEATED 
HALF  DOLLARS 


U»T  WILtT  m  IIU  SU«ECT 


The  new  release  on  this 
popular  series  contains  a 
date-by-date  analysis,  in¬ 
cluding  history,  rarity,  and 
market  prices  of  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Seated  halfdollar.  This 
234-page  ill.  hardcover 
will  make  a  fine  addition 
to  any  numismatic  refer¬ 
ence  library. 

►  HB  (BBU-110) 

List  $69.95 


Charlotte  Mint  Gold  Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 


Charlotte  Mint 

Gold  C  O/fl.V 


This  book  discusses  each 
and  every  Charlotte  Mint 
gold  coin,  including 
characteristics,  rarity,  and 
numerous  other  factors. 
A  standard  reference  in 
the  field.  Highly 
acclaimed.  140  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  SB  (BW1-812) 

List  $14.95 


New  Orleans  Mint  Gold  Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 


Focuses  on  the  New  Or¬ 
leans  Mint  and  the  gold 
coins  struck  there.  Char¬ 
acteristics  of  each  issue, 
by-grade  rarity  ratings, 
Condition  Census  listings 
and  more.  Over  200 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BWI-814) 

List  $19.95 

►  HB  (BWI-815) 

List  $31.95 


MoXir. 


kncycT  .OPED1A 


Volume  1  *Thk  History 

<k  DAVID  MOW  K  IB 


Ifyou  enjoy  history,  nostal¬ 
gia,  and  old-time  photos  of 
soda  parlors,  carnivals,  and 
fairs,  or  want  to  read  one  of 
the  great  success  stories  in 
business — then  this  book, 
about  a  soft  drink  that  once 
outsold  Coca-Cola,  is  a 
must.  760  pages. 

►  SB  (BBM-809) 

List  $19.95 


Nickelodeon  Theatres  and  Their  Music 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 


-i 


|f 


NICKELODEON  i 


THEATRES 


All  about  the  ornately 
fronted  theatres  of  the  1 900- 
1915  years,  plus  hundreds 
of  illustrations  of  early  film 
stars,  theatres,  and  so  on.  A 
great  book!  212  pages. 

►  SB  (BBM-821) 

List  $19.95 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-822) 
List  $24.95 


The  Postcards  of  Alphonse  Mucha 

By  Q.  David  Bowers  and  Mary  L.  Martin 

This  120  page 


profusely 
illustrated  volume  covers 
the  picture  post  cards  pro¬ 
duced  by  Alphonse  Mucha, 
acknowledged  master  of  art 
nouveau.  Each  post  card  il¬ 
lustrated  is  worthy  of  an  art 
gallery!  Avery  popular  book 
which  has  been  acclaimed 
in  the  world  of  art,  antiques, 
and  old-time  post  cards. 

►  SB  (BBM-850) 

List  $10.00 


The  Waterford  Water  Cure 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 


An  inquiry  into  counter- 
stamped  coins  of  the  mid 
1 800s.  The  author  focuses 
on  the  history  of  one  estab¬ 
lishment  in  rural  Maine, 
discussing  the  history  of  the 
water  cure  while  also  paint¬ 
ing  a  picture  of  life  there. 
224  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-422) 
List  $49.95 


SUPER 

SPECIALS! 

( while  supplies  last) 


BOOKS 


Pioneer  Gold:  Auction  Analysis 

by  Jerry  Kimmel 

Spiral  Bound  (BKI-750)  List  $39.95 

Special  Net  19.95 


A 


The  Comprehensive  Catalog 
and  Encyclopedia  of 
Morgan  and  Peace  Dollars 

by  Leroy  C.  Van  Allen  & 

A.  George  Mallis 

Softbound  (BVA-707)  List  $49.95 

Special  Net  $29.95 

Hardbound  (BVA-708)  List  $69.95 

Special  Net  $39.95 


VIDEOS 


Detecting  Counterfeit  and 
Altered  U.S.  Coins:  A  Video 
with  J.P.  Martin 
Video  (BVI-802) 

List  $39.95 

Special  Net  $29.95 


A 


Grading  of  Mint-State 
U.S.  Coins 

Narrated  by  J.P.  Martin 

Video  (BV1-803) 

List  $39.95 
Special  Net  $29.95 


Sorry,  no  further  discounts  can  he  taken  on  these  special1. 


Save  Money!  Take  10%  off  all  book  orders  up  to  $100;  take  20%  off  all  book  orders  over  $100!  (Off  publisher  s  prices  listed  hcrej 
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AUCTION  CATALOGUES  ** 


The  following  out-of-print  auction  catalogues  were  issued  by  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries  and 
its  successor.  Auctions  by  Bowers  and Merena,  Inc.  Each  includes  a  list  of  prices  realized. 

■  Set  of  4  GARRETT  COLLECTION  CATALOGUES  ( 1 979- 1981)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
50 1 )  $69.00.  Features  the  1 804  silver  dollar,  three  Brasher  doubloons,  colonial  coins,  U.S. 
regular  issues,  and  other  items — which  crossed  the  auction  block  for  $25  million! 

■  CONNECTICUT  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  AND  M.  VERNON  SHELDON 
COLLECTIONS  (1983)  (Stock  No.  BBM-515)  $8.00. 

■  GEORGE  D.  HATIE  COLLECTION  (1983)  (Stock  No.  BBM-518)  $8.00. 

■  MARCUS  J.  BROWN  ESTATE  COLLECTION  (1983)  (Stock  No.  BBM-521) 

$8.00.  A  large  offering  of  U.S.  coins  in  various  categories. 

■  VIRGIL  BRAND  COLLECTION,  PART  I  (1983)  (Stock  No.  BBM-525)  $8.00. 
Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-526)  $25.00.  A  classic  sale! 

■  VIRGIL  BRAND  COLLECTION,  PART  II  (1984)  (Stock  No.  BBM-541)  $8.00. 
Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-542)  $25.00.  Includes  many  rarities,  especially  in  the  gold 
series.  Classic! 

■  THE  COLLECTIONS  OF  ARTHUR  SIPE  AND  EVERETT  W.  NESS  (1983) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-531)  $8.00.  The  collection  of  Arthur  Sipe,  past  president  of  the  ANA, 
and  Everett  W.  Ness. 

■  THE  COLLECTIONS  OF  RUDYSIECK  &  ROY  HARTE  (1984)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
535)  $8.00. 

■  THE  COLLECTIONS  OF  ADMIRAL  OSCAR  H.  DODSON  AND  RICHARD  L. 
COLLIER  (1984)  (Stock  No.  BBM-545)  $8.00. 

■  THE  EMERY-NICHOLS  COLLECTION  (1984)  (Stock  No.  BBM-550)  $8.00. 

■  THE  LEE  F.  HEWITT  COLLECTION  (1984)  (Stock  No.  BBM-551)  $8.00. 

■  THE  MILTON  G.  COHEN  COLLECTION  (1985)  (Stock  No.  BBM-553)  $8.00. 

■  THE  HOKE  S.  GREENE  COLLECTION  (1985)  (Stock  No.  BBM-558)  $8.00. 

■  RARE  COINS  FROM  THE  ABE  KOSOFF  ESTATE  (1985)  (Stock  No.  BBM-560) 
$8.00. 

■  HAWAIIAN  CONSIGNMENT  (1986)  (Stock  No.  BBM-562)  $6.00. 

■  THE  EZRA  COLE  COLLECTION  (1986)  (Stock  No.  BBM-564)  $8.00.  Del.  HB 
(Stock  No.  BBM-565)  $25.00.  U.S.  coins,  tokens,  encased  postage  stamps,  colonials, 
paper  money,  and  ancient  coins. 

■  THE  STUART  C.  LEVINE,  M.D.  COLLECTION  (1986)  (Stock  No.  BBM-569) 

$8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-570)  $25.00.  U.S.  half  dimes,  plus  gold  coins, 
commems,  and  silver  dollars. 

■  THE  COLLECTION  OF  JULIAN  LEIDMAN  (1986)  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
572)  $25.00. 

■  THE  COLLECTION  OF  DAVID  W.  DREYFUSS  (1986)  (Stock  No.  BBM-573) 
$8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-574)  $25.00. 

■  THE  HARRY  EINSTEIN  COLLECTION  (1986)  (Stock  No.  BBM-575)  $8.00. 
Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-576)  $25.00.  A  superb  offering  of  the  gold  coins  of  Harry 
Einstein. 

■  THE  PRINCETON  COLLECTION  AND  THE  DR.  CHARLES  W.  INGLE 
COLLECTION  (1986)  (Stock No.  BBM-577)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-578) 
$25.00. 

■  THE  BARON  VON  STETTEN-BUCHENBACH  &  THE  HARVEY  E.  SMITH 
COLLECTIONS  (1986)  (Stock  No.  BBM-579)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.BBM- 
580)  $25.00. 

I  THE  WESTCHESTER  COLLECTION  (1987)  (Stock  No.  BBM-581)  $8.00.  Del. 
HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-582)  $25.00. 

■  THE  FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  DENVER  COLLECTION  ( 1 987)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-585)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-586)  $25.00. 

■  THE  NORWEB  COLLECTION,  PART  I.  (1987)  (Stock  No.  BBM-589)  $15.00. 
Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-590)  $50.00.  A  treasure  trove  of  numismatic  information! 

■  THE  NORWEB  COLLECTION,  PART  II  (1988)  (Stock  No.  BBM-599)  $15.00. 
Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-600)  $50.00.  Many  different  U.S.  coins;  silver,  gold,  and 
colonials. 

■  THE  NORWEB  COLLECTION,  PART  III  ( 1 988)  (Stock  No.  BBM-605)  $  1 5.00. 
Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-606)  $50.00. 

■  THE  KING  OF  SIAM  SALE  ( 1 987)  (Stock  No.  BBM-59 1 )  $8.00.  Del.  H  B  (Stock 
No.  BBM-592)  $25.00. 

■  THE  EBENEZER  MILTON  SAUNDERS  COLLECTION  (1987)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-593)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-594)  $25.00.  Many  desirable  U.S.  coins 
horn  colonials  to  gold. 

■  THE  LLOYD  M.  HIGGINS,  M.D.  COLLECTION  (1988)  (Stock  No.  BBM-595) 


$8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-596)  $25.00. 

■  THE  GUIA  COLLECTION  (1988)  (Stock  No.  BBM-597)  $  1 0.00.  Del  H B  (Stock  No. 
BBM-598)  $25.00.  I  he  most  valuable  collection  of  world  gold  ever! 

■  THE  EVERSON  AND  FAUGHT  COLLECTIONS  (1988)  (Stock  No.  BBM-601) 
$8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-602)  $25.00.  Patterns,  Proofs,  a  $47.71  Kohler  ingot;  paper 
money. 

■  THE  ESTATES  OF  PHILIP  M.  MANN,  JR.  &  GLENN  SMEDLEY  (1988)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-603)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-604)  $25.00.  I  wo  important  collections  of  rare 
U.S.  patterns,  commemoratives,  gold  coins,  and  other  numismatic  specialties. 

■  THE  DAVID  SILBERMAN  COLLECTION  (1988)  (Stock  No.  BBM-607)  $8.00.  Del 
HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-608)  $25.00.  An  important  offering. 

■  THE  ESTATE  OF  BYRON  F.  JOHNSON,  JR.  (1989)  (Stock  No.  BBM-609)  $8.00. 
Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-610)  $25.00.  Many  important  U.S.  rarities  and  world  coins. 

■  FOUR  LANDMARK  COLLECTIONS  (1989)  (Stock  No.  BBM-611)  $8.00.  Del  HB 
(Stock  No.  BBM-612)  $25.00.  Offered  are  U.S.  rarities,  tokens,  store  cards  and  more! 

■  THE  BROOKS  COLLECTION  (1989)  (Stock  No.  BBM-613)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock 
No.  BBM-614)  List:  $25.00.  A  wonderful  selection  including  gold  coins  andsilver  dollars. 

■  THE  COLLECTION  OF  DR.  NELSON  PAGE  ASPEN— THE  1989  ANA  CONVEN¬ 
TION  SALE  (1989)  (Stock  No.  BBM-615)  $10.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-616) 
$25.00. 

■  THE  KISSEL  AND  VICTORIA  COLLECTIONS  (1989)  (Stock  No.  BBM-617)  $8.00. 
Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-618)  $25.00. 

■  THE SACCONE  COLLECTION  (1989)  (Stock No.  BBM-619)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock 
No.  BBM-620)  $25.00  A  varied  offering  of  American  coins. 

■  THE  COLLECTIONS  OF  R.H.  GORE,  JR.  AND  DENNIS  IRVING  LONG  (1990) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-621)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-622)  $25.00  Two  important 
collections. 

■  SELECTIONS  FROM  THE  BOYD,  BRAND  &  RYDER  COLLECTIONS  (1990) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-623)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-624)  $25.00  Superb  U.S.  coins. 

■  THE  SUSSEX  COLLECTION  ( 1 990)  (Stock  No.  BBM-625)  $8.00.  Del.  H  B  (Stock  No. 
BBM-626)  $25.00.  Superb  coins  from  an  old-time  holding. 

■  THE  ROBERT  W.  RUSBAR  COLLECTION  (1990)  (Stock  No.  BBM-627)  $8.00.  Del. 
HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-628)  $25.00. 

■  THE  GREENWICH  COLLECTION  (1991)  (Stock  No.  BBM-631)  $8.00.  Del.  HB 
(Stock  No.  BBM-632)  $49.00.  Features  an  old-time  cabinet  of  U.S.  gold  pieces  from  1790 
on. 

■  THE  MARVIN  P.  MATLOCK,  M.D.  COLLECTION  (1991)  (Stock  No.  BBM-633) 
$8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-634)  $25.00.  Features  a  collection  of  Liberty  Head  double 
eagles. 

■  THE  GEORGE  N.  POLIS,  M.D.  COLLECTION  (1991)  (Stock  No.  BBM-635)  $8.00. 
Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-636)  $25.00.  Highlighted  by  an  vast  collection  of  ancient  Roman 
coins. 

■  THE  ANA  1891-1991  CENTENNIAL  AUCTION  (1991)  (Stock  No.  BBM-637)  $8.00. 
Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-638)  $99.00. 

■  THE  FRONTENAC  SALE  (1991)  (Stock  No.  BBM-639)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No. 
BBM-640)  $25.00. 

■  THE  BRILLIANT  AND  SIECK  COLLECTIONS  (1992)  (Stock  No.  BBM-64 1 )  $8.00. 
Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-642)  $49.00. 

■  THE  SPRING  QUARTETTE  SALE  (1992)  (Stock  No.  BBM-643)  $8.00.  Del.  HB 
(Stock  No.  BBM-644)  $49.00. 

■  THE  SOMERSET  COLLECTION  ( 1 992)  (Stock  No.  BBM-645)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock 
No.  BBM-646)  $49.00. 

■  THE  WITHAM  AND  SANSOUCY  COLLECTION  (1992)  (Stock  No.  BBM-647) 
$8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-648)  $49.00. 

■  THE  ROBERT  W.  MILLER  COLLECTION  (1992)  (Stock  No.  BBM-649)  $8.00.  Del 
HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-650)  $49.00. 

■  THE  JOHN  VAN  ARSDALL  AND  ANTELOPE  VALLEY  SILVER  DOLLAR  COL¬ 
LECTION  (1993)  (Stock  No.  BBM-652)  Del.  HB  $49.00. 

■  THE  EDMONTON  SALE  (1993)  (Stock  No.  BBM-653)  $8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No. 
BBM-654)  $49.00. 

■  THE  STETSON  UNIVERSITY  COLLECTION  (1993)  (Stock  No.  BBM-655)  $8.00. 
Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-656)  $49.00. 

■  THE  TOWER  HILL  COLLECTION  (1993)  (Stock  No.  BBM-657)  $8.00.  Del  HB 
(Stock  No.  BBM-658)  $49.00. 

■  THE  DONOVAN  AND  HUDGENS  COLLECTION  (1993)  (Stock  No.  BBM-659) 
$8.00.  Del.  HB  (Stock  No.  BBM-660)  $49.00 
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Bowers  and  Merena  is  Proud  to  Present  a  Numismatic  Exclusive! 


1! 


Frank  Gasparro’s  Favorite  Eisenhower  Portrait! 

Sever  before  offered!  p„„.  -m«> -a™*.  pre-  '  ~Ym!  ^ehU~y~jT 

\\  e’ve  scored  a  home  run!  We  have  commis-  elTe  3  portrait  facing  left,  and  thus  this  exquisite  Bowers  and  Merena  medals: 

sioned Frank Gasparro, former ChiefEngraver of  esibn  was  never  used  tor  coinage.  |  ^  1983  Virgil  Brand  (486 pcs  issued)  $49  95 

the  U.S.  Mint,  to  produce  for  us,  in  artistically  N°W’  yOU  Can  °rder  a  one-°unce’  "9  Pure  I  □  198-1  Salute  to  the  Olympics  (350 pcs.)  4*95  I 

sculptured  form,  in  _  silver  medal,  a  superb  □  1983  Auc. Pgm. w/  1984  Rev.  (200 pcs.)  49.95 

mmm  r,™  Prnnf  nf  “fhipf  □  1984  Ronald  Reagan  (700 pcs.)  49.95 

Gem  Proof  finish,  his  ’■  BBfc  ,  □  1984  Walter  Mondale  (600 pcs.)  .  49.95 

favorite  portrait  of  Ik  9  ; W&.-  Engraver  Frank  Gas-  |  □  1985  Frank  Gasparro  (320pcs.)  49.95 

tv  L,  is  i  i  ,  Iflt  9  -*  J  r-  parro’s  Favorite  Fisen-  |  □  1986  President  Lincoln  (280 pcs.)  49.95  i 

■f/r,-  ' -  y/  hower  Portrait”— since  U  986JefTersonDav.s^65pc.vJ  49.95 

The  Storv  VOU  mW&  '  v  '•/  \  ✓V-l 9  ,  ,  ,  □  1987  George  Washington  6?52 pcs.)  49.95  I 

/  ;  '  9/\  /  \  ^  P  1983,  part  of  the  long-  □  1988  Thetxlore  Roosevelt  (200 pcs.)  49.95 

already  know:  ' rsj)'  y*  I  O  est-running, continuous  I  LI  1988  Harry  Truman  (200 pcs.) ....  49.95 

Frank  Gasparro  de-  fO  '  ^  fh  ■  <  series  of  art  medals  ever  I  n 

t /'•.  L.  I  LI  1988  Michael  Dukakis  (300 pcs.)  39.95 

signed  the  Eisenhower  X.  ■"?*  rr  issued  by  a  rare  com  ■  □  1939  George  Washington  ( 500 pcs.)..  39.95 

dollar  which  was  •-  dealer.  Each  medal  '  LI  1990  Spirit  of  Liberty  (SOOpcs.)  39.95 

minted  from  1971  TO  bears,  on  both  obverse  |  g  I 

Ifeyr  ^  ar  .LI  1992  America  (300 pcs.) .  39.95 

through  1978,  and  and  reverse,  the  initials  j  □  1992  Columbus  Discovery  (300 pcs.)  ....  39.95 

which  today  has  become  ~  Jp  of  the  engraver,  FG.  1  □  1993  B&M  40th  Anniversary  (300 pcs.)  39.95 

one  of  America’s  most  -  A  Stmt l\  LI  1994  D.  Eisenhower  (delivery  in  Spring  ‘95)  29.95 

popular  senes  with  coin  |  limited  edition’  _  I 

collectors.  Hw...  .  unuu  u  cuiuun.  |  NAME 

No  more  than  2,500  will  , 

/  he  story  you  be  struck  of  this 

gem  ADDRESS  ’  I 

didn  7  know:  1994-dated  medal,  sold  |  | 

Frank  Gasparro  designed  a  portrait  of  Eisenhower  on  a  first-come,  first-served  basis  (limit:  10  per  |  clTy  STATE  Zll> 

with  the  head  facing  to  the  right,  his  very  favorite  buyer).  Order  now  for  delivery  in  spring  1995!  1  I  will  pay  by:  □  Check  (end)  □  Visa  □Mastercard  UAmEx 


Single  specimens  for  just  $29. 9 J  ea.  •  3  to  10  specimens  for  just  $27. 2 J  ea. 


|  CARD  NUMBER  EXP.  DATE 

^  Bowers  &  Merena  Medals  •  Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894  ^ 


Terms 

1 .  Any  item  can  be  reserved  by  telephone  Monday  through 
Friday  9:00  a.m.  to  noon  and  1:00  p.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Call  our 
Direct  Sales  Department — TOLL-FREE — at  800-222-5993.  New 
Flampshire  residents  use  our  regular  line  603-569-5095. 

2.  An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your  convenience. 
Enclose  your  remittance,  use  our  Collector’s  Account,  or  use 
MasterCard,  Visa,  or  American  Express  (send  all  information  in 
raised  print  on  your  card  including  the  issuing  bank,  and  be  sure 
to  sign  your  order).  Please  list  alternate  choices,  if  possible  (these 
will  only  be  used  if  your  first  choice  has  been  sold  earlier). 

If  you  are  ordering  fora  type  set,  just  put  “same  type”  for  your 
second  choice.  We  will  then  send  a  coin  of  the  same  design  type 
and  of  equal  or  higher  grade  and  value  if  your  first  choice  has  been 
sold.  Please  add  $3  postage  and  hand  ling  for  all  orders  under  $300. 
Orders  will  be  sent  insured,  either  through  our  private  carrier  or 
the  United  States  Post  Office. 

3.  Items  may  be  sent  on  open  account  if  credit  has  been 
previously  established.  Interest  will  be  charged  on  unpaid  ac¬ 
counts  at  the  rate  of  1-1/2%  per  month  (18%  per  annum)  after  30 
days.  I-avaways  are  available.  (Call  for  further  details.) 

4.  “ORDER  IT  TODAY,  ENJOY  IT  TOMORROW:”  Call 
our  Direct  Sales  Dept,  before  1  p.m.  Eastern  time.  Charge  your 
order  to  Visa,  Mastercard,  or  American  Express;  or  if  you  have 
established  credit,  ask  for  the  coins  on  approval.  We  will  need  your 
srrect  address  (not  box  address)  for  Federal  Express  delivery.  This 
service  is  FRFT  (on  request)  for  orders  of  $300  or  more;  just  $10 
for  orders  under  $300.  Ask  about  our  rates  for  express  book 
shipping. 

5.  GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not  satisfactory  for  any  reason, 
including  grading,  may  be  returned  within  30  days  of  receipt 
'  runs  certified  by  ANACS.  PCGS,  NGC,  etc.  have  a  return 
privilege  of  seven  [7|  davsi  Exceptions:  Bullion  coins,  dealer-to- 
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of  Sale 

dealer  transactions,  or  coins  for  which  the  price  is  negotiated,  for 
which  sales  are  final.  Coins  sent  in  sealed  holders  issued  by  grading 
services  must  be  returned  untampered  with  and  in  the  same  sealed 
holders  for  the  guarantee  to  be  effective. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents  the  opin¬ 
ion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the  state  of  preservation  of  a  particular 
item.  All  such  terms,  including  adjectival  and  numerical  descrip¬ 
tions  of  coins  and  paper  money,  are  the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer 
and  are  not  an  attribution.  No  warranty,  whether  expressed  or 
implied,  is  made  with  respect  to  such  adjectival  or  numerical 
descriptions  which  can  and  do  vary  among  experts.  Further,  the 
interpretation  of  various  published  standards  has  changed  over  a 
period  of  time.  However,  it  has  been  our  experience  (dating  to 
1953)  that  our  conservative  grading  and  reasonable  prices  have 
pleased  countless  thousands  of  discriminating  numismatists.  In 
the  process  we  have  built  what  is  probably  the  most  successful  rare 
coin  dealership  in  the  world  today. 

All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  (any  coin  proved  to  be 
otherwise  will  be  accepted  for  a  refund  of  the  money  paid,  or  a 
replacement,  at  our  option,  without  further  liability). 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  staff  members  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Association  (life  members),  the  American  Numismatic 
Society,  and  other  leading  numismatic  organizations  . 

Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild  1977-1979  and  president  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  1983-1985.  Other  staff  members  have 
likewise  been  active  in  the  numismatic  hobby  and  profession  for 
many  years. 

7.  All  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults.  We  maintain  no  over-the- 
counter  facilities.  We  do  attend  certain  national  and  regional 
conventions  and  arc  pleased  to  meet  our  clients  in  person  there. 
We  are  as  close  as  your  telephone  or  mailbox  and  invite  your 
inquiries  on  any  numismatic  subject  ol  interest  to  you. 


8.  As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee,  implicit  or  expres: 
is  made  concerning  the  investment  performance,  quality, 
merchantability  of  any  coin,  or  its  price  in  the  future.  Mai 
prices  are  determined  by  supply  and  demand.  Moreover,  grad 
interpretations  may  change  over  a  period  of  time.  It  is  possible 
prices  to  go  down  as  well  as  up. 

9.  All  transactions  are  deemed  to  take  place  in  New  HampslJ 
as  the  place  of  venue,  under  Carroll  County  and  New  Hampsl 
State  laws. 

10.  This  catalogue  supersedes  all  previous  prices  and  spetl 
offers.  While  we  have  made  an  effort  to  avoid  typographical  err' 
we  cannot  be  responsible  for  any  errors  which  may  occur. 

Staff 

•  Chairman  of  the  Board  &  Editor,  Rare  Coin  Revieii 

Q.  David  Bowers 

•  President — Raymond  N.  Merena 

•  Direct  Sales  Dept. — Mark  Borckardt,  Senior  Numismatist;  3 
Watson,  Numismatic  Associate;  Beth  O.  Piper,  Numismatic  Assoc. \ 
Chris  Karstedt,  Marketing  Director. 

•  Auction  Dept. — Richard  A.  Bagg.  Ph.  D.,  Director;  Andrew 
Pollocklll,  Professional  Numismatist ffnnVNzn  Valen.  Profits  ii 
Numismatist;  Barbara  Southard,  Chris  Karstedt. 

•  Research  Dept. — Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  David  Bowers,  Raym« 
N.  Merena,  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III.  Frank  Van  Valen. 

•  Graphics  Dept. — Jennifer  Meers,  Manager:  Douglas  Surname 
Robin  F.dgerly  Boggs,  Roberta  French;  Cathy  V  ilson,  Mana 
Photography  Department. 

•Administration  -John  Babalis,  Operations  Manager  C  vm 
LaCarbonara,  Lisa  Simons,  Carolyn  Craigue.  I  ricia  I  ocp| 
Maggie  Kettler,  Donna  A.  Badeau.  Rosalie  Minncrh 

•  Publications  Dept.  Doug  Plascncia.  U./'/.itr'  Man  Ion 
•Accounting  Department  Donald  H  Snyder,  t  I’ 
Controller;  Laurel  A.  Morrill.  Pat  Dumas 


Rare  (  mn  Renew  No.  1 


Coins,  Books,  &  Specials — Rare  Coin  Review  #103 


Page  # 

Stock  # 

Description  of  item 

Quantity 

Price 

68 

Eisenhower  Medal 

$29.95 

Address  &  Payment 

Subscriptions  (see  page  1  for  details): 

RCR  Only 

Domestic 

Canada  &  Mexico  (First  Class  Mail) 
Foreign  (Air  Mail) 

□  $19.00 

□  $79.00 

□  $135.00 

□  $185.00 

Please  place  mailing  label  here,  or  print  the 
following: 

Name: 

Subtotal  of  items 

Citv:  State  Zip 

Standard  postage  (orders  under  $300) 

$3.00 

Telephone: 

Overnight  delivery 

$10.00 

Customer  #: 

Total  Enclosed 

I  would  like  to  pay  by: 

O  Check  O  MasterCard  □  Visa  l-J  AmEx 


Card  # 


Exp.  Date: 


Signature: 


Your  coins  will  be  sent  by  first  class  mail;  books  and  supplies  under  separate 
cover  by  special  book  rate.  If  your  wish  this  type  of  delivers’  (and  your  order  is 
under  $300).  please  add  $3  standard  postage  to  your  subtotal.  (We  pay  postage  for 
standard  delivery  orders  of  over  $300.)  If  requested,  we  also  offer  overnight  delivers’ 
to  established  clients  (free,  if  order  is  over  $300,  otherwise  $10).  Send  vour  order 
to:  Bowers  and  Merena,  Box  1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894. 


To  Order:  800-222-5993  •  FAX:  603-569-5319 


O  Fill  Out  Order  Foini  On  Other  Side 


Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc 

Box  1224 

Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 


